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DECREE
AUTHORIZING THE PRESENT EDITION OF THE
ADDRESS OF BOLIVAR

AT THE CONGRESS OF ANGOSTURA






DOCTOR V. MARQUEZ BUSTILLOS

ProvisioNAL PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC

Whereas:

The 15th day of February, 1919, is the anniversary of the First
Centenary of the meeting of the Second National Congress of Venezuela,
known in history as the Congress of Angostura; and

Whereas:

The Congress of Angostura established the juridical status of the
Revolution; reconstructed its international person, and in giving it the
prestige of constitutional institutions, prepared at the same time for the
expansion of its work of liberation in the South American continent;

and
Whereas:

No document whatsoever can express more fully the scope of the
task intrusted to the Congress of Angostura or the transcendental value
of the ideas of the Liberator in calling it together, than the famous
Address of the Liberator on the very day of its opening meeting;

Be it decreed:

Article 1. That a Spanish and an English edition of the Address of
the Liberator on the opening of the Congress of Angostura be published
as a part of the commemoration by the Government of the United States
of Venezuela of the centennial anniversary of the illustrious Assembly.

Article 2. Each edition shall consist of five thousand copies and each
is to contain a portrait of the Liberator; this present decree; a com-
mentary on the political ideas of Bolivar and the importance of said
Congress; a photographic reproduction of the building where the As-
sembly met, and a fac-simile reproduction of the copy of the Correo del
Orinoco in which the beginning and the end of this historic document
were printed for the first time.

Article 3. The expenses involved in the execution of this decree
shall be defrayed by the National Treasury, as required by law.

Article 4. The present decree shall be countersigned by all the Min-
1sters of the Executive, the Ministers of Interior Relations and of Finance
being hercby intrusted with the exccution thereof.

Given, signed and sealed with the Seal of the Federal Executive and
countersigned by the Ministers of Interior Relations, Foreign Relations,
Finance, War and Navy, Improvements, Public Works, and Public In-
struction, in the Federal Palace at Caracas, on the nineteenth day of the
month of December, of the year one thousand, nine hundred and
eightcen, 109th of the Independence and 60th of the Federation.

V. MARQUEZ BUSTILLOS.

Countersigned:

The Minister of Interior Relations, IGNACI0O ANDRADE.
Countersigned:

The Minister of Foreign Relations, B. MoSQUERA.
Countersigned:

The Minister of Finance, RoMAN CARDENAS.
Countersigned:

The Minister of War and Navy, C. JiIMENEZ REBOLLEDO.
Countersigned:

The Minister of Improvements, . TORREs.
Countersigned:

The Minister of Public Works, Luis VELEz.
Countersigned:

The Minister of Public Instruction, R. GONzZALEzZ RINCONES.
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THE POLITICAL IDEAS OF BOLIVAR AT THE
CONGRESS OF ANGOSTURA

From its earliest inception the Revolution of Venezuela tended un-
consciously as well as instinctively, towards clearly defined ideas:
absolute independence, a republican form of government, community
of interests with all other countries and the closest touch with European
culture.

Documents relating to the Revolution, both from Miranda and from
the revolutionary leaders of 1797, 1808 and 1810, prove that the aims of
the leading men capable of conceiving and achieving the political and
cconomic transformation of the Colony, were more far-reaching than
a mere change of authorities.

Scarcely free from the rule of the Captain General, the members of
the Venezuelan Colony, although invoking, as a matter of form. the
rights of Ferdinand VII, proceeded in fact to carry out substantial re-
forms in the political and economic life of the country. They broke
away from old prejudices, opened up a new field to the aspirations of
the popular classes, even encouraging and fostering their desires; they
acted as if they felt thoroughly at home; they performed acts of sover-
cignty; they initiated Latin-American diplomacy by sending represen-
tatives to New Grenada, the United States and Great Britain, and gave
evident proof, in the most solemn manner, of their sentiments of
solidarity with the other Spanish colonies of America.

These facts, however, may be considered as not yet clothed with the
prestige of Law. But the First Congress of Venezuela set its seal on the
process by the well considered declaration of independence of Vene-
zuela, and the Constitution of 1811, its immediate result, endowed the
new born State with all the attributes of a regular government. A new
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act was thus accomplished in the history of the Spanish Colonics in
America. On the American Continent, besides the United States, therc
was now another constituted nation having the form and the essence of
all Free States, such as separate and definite powers, citizens-rights,
and an electoral system for securing the necessary change of the authori-
ties. Thus the Republic of the United Provinces of Venezuela came into
being.

The first Constitution of Venezuela was the expression of the mind
of the men of letters in whom the thought and the spirit of the Revolu-
tion dwelt. An evidencc of the genuineness of their intentions, it was
a digest of the most beautiful principles of democratic doctrines, and in
theory, a monument of political and social progress, which might have
heen deemed inconceivable in Spanish America. It was, however, the
fruit of doctrinal speculation without the clarifying assistance of ex-
perience. Put to the test by subsequent events, it could not survive on
the angry waves that the Revolution had stirred up in the heretofore
almost dormant sea of the Colony. The rural and illiterate classes, hav-
ing been called by rights and, above all in fact, to a decisive activity,
while acting in accordance with their instinct and ignorance, far from
being the foundation of the Republic, became the direct instrument of
its destruction. The new democracy perished by the action of its own
internal forces, rather than because of its enemies from without.

“A son of Caracas escaped from its ruins, physical and political”
at Cartagena de Indias, with that clear vision which ever was the guid-
ing star of his purpose, analyzed the causes of the crumbling down of
his country, and looking ahead, just as he always did until his death,
for the interests of America, he warned the other colonics which were on
the road to emancipation, of the dangers to which the sad experience
of Venezuela clearly pointed. That very same son of Caracas becoming
later through the power of his genius the Armed Leader of the Revolu-
tion, patterned his political action on the counsel he had so clearly
stated in his “Manifest of Cartagena.” While feeling the most profound
respect for the ideal aspirations of a perfect democracy he did not
lose sight for a moment of the well established fact that when idealiza-
tion misses contact with reality, failure ensues, and what is much worse,
the prestige of those very ideals is lost, for the success of which an
ineffectual struggle has been waged.

Above all, he was always guided by the principle that anarchy does
not lead to liberty; that the first condition of success lies in harmonious
efforts, and that such a goal could not be reached except through a
powerful authority, giving the Republic unity of will and unity of pur-
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pose. Such was the political and military work of Bolivar from 1813 to
1819; to master the anarchical attempts of the idealistic patriots who
overlooked reality, and to master the anarchical attempts of the patriotic
leaders who sacrificed the ideals of the revolution to their personal
viewpoint. Bolivar is the great Unifier, and when the task had been
done, we find the idealists and men of action all united, those of the
East with those of the South, the Center and the West. And when the
Revolution had achieved the dream of unification, and all were agreed
as to its final purpose, it was then, and only then, that Bolivar deems the
time ripe to recommence—as a basis, and at the same time, as a sign
of the normal era which the Republic was triumphantly approaching—
the onward march of republican institutions, and thus convokes the
Second Venezuelan Congress, which was to meet in the historic city of
Angostura.

With all the authority obtained at the cost of numberless sacrifices,
firm in his belief, justified by six years’ experience, Bolivar expresses
once more the same fundamental ideas of the Manifesto of Cartagena
and the Kingston Letter. This is a decisive moment for the fate of the
young nation. Was there to be a repetition of those errors springing
from a generous spirit which had already proved to be incapable of
protecting and fostering the onward march of the Revolution; or was
the new era of regular government to rely on the wealth of experience
gained through contrast, sacrifice and failure? It would have been an
unpardonable mistake to fall a prey to the same disappointing illusions
of the Republic’s first legislators. Eight years of strenuous life in the
midst of the hardships of a war which did not tolerate indifference nor
remissness, had definitely enlisted in political and social activities the
classes constituting the majority of the population of Venezuela. They
had to be accepted with their good qualities, their defects, their potential
energics, their natural limitations. The idea was to establish a republic.
not philosophic and abstract, but a concrete democracy whose subjects
and direct agents stood out clearly and precisely in that midst. This is
the wide difference existing between the exalted Congress of Angos-
tura and the exalted Congress of 1811.

At the opening of the Congress, Bolivar submits his report as to the
exercise of the authority vested in him, which he surrenders to the
Representatives of the People. Having thus become a plain citizen,
exalted because of the services rendered by him to the country and by
his experience in such service, he addresses those in whose hands
rests the future of the Nation, and frankly asks of them all that he deems
indispensable for the stability and happiness of Venezuela. He delves
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into history to find that the success of a government does not lie so
much in its extrinsic form as in its harmonious relations with the people
to be guided and led. Thus, even in praising with sincere enthusiasm
the excellent features of democracy, he does not fail to admit that
democracy is not per se the only factor in the welfare of uations; this
must be sought for in something more permanent and deep than the
outward form of a system of government. His conception of a political
ideal is condensed in this doctrine: ‘{the most perfect system of govern-
ment is that which gives the greatest possible sum of happiness, the
greatest sum of social security, and the greatest sum of political
stability.” But it is not possible to attain these ends when the status of
the men for whom legislation is made, has been disregarded. Thus,
after making an ingenuous analysis of the population of Venezuela,
pointing out its characteristics, Bolivar emphatically advises against the
thoughtless copying of the institutions of other peoples, no matter how
far advanced they be in the matter of pure doctrine, and demands
original measures to meet the needs of the people of Venezuela.
Stability is his great anxiety. He is personally aware of the manner
in which authority is challenged by the individualistic instinct which is
latent in every one, but which develops in a violent manner among those
who having distinguished themselves because of their qualifications,
audacity or success, feel that they are fit to grasp such authority and
exercise it. Bolivar fears anarchy as much as he fears tyranny, and his
earnest desire is lo safeguard the State against either of these extremes.
Hence the idea of a hereditary Senate, which in his own words “would
be an intermediate power between the government and the pcople, that
would blunt the shafts these two eternal rivals direct against each
other.” His entire system is inspired by the thought of the imperfec-
tions of the people and the risk there is in trusting them with instru-
ments of government, by far too delicate for their uneducated, inex-
perienced hands. In everything Bolivar shows, hesides the greatest ap-
preciation for liberty as the acme of human aspirations, the fear, tem-
pered by prudence, before the possibility that, in aiming at an impos-
sible perfection, the effective benefits of a moderate and dignified free-
dom be sacrificed.

He desires, above all, as the foundation of public happiness, the
formation of a national character, more effective than all the written
laws. He proclaims union as the motto of the new born republic and
urges “as the paramount care of the paternal love of Congress,” popular
education. As a statesman he believes that nothing stable can be
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founded unless based on justice and righteousness, and exacts that
morals be a part of the government of the people.

After earnestly requesting the adoption of these principles, Bolivar
still finds new words, not merely to urge, but to beg for measures which
are a consequence and crown of the great sacrifices he has undergone.
“I leave to your sovereign decision the reform or abrogation of all my
statutes and decrees; but I implore of you to confirm the absolute free-
dom of the slaves, as I would beg for my life and the life of the
republic.” This is conclusively national unification, which otherwise
would not be understood; it is the application of moral principles, and
a safeguard against contingencies and social cataclysms.

Finally, the Liberator asks Congress to sanction the grand political
idea of the formation of a great state inspiring love and respect, with
the necessary force to guarantee its own existence and to carry on its
liberating action far beyond its frontiers.

The Congress of Angostura fulfilled in a large measure the dreams
of Bolivar; it was worthy of the trust and discharged a historic mission.
A gathering of tried and illustrious men, the Congress of Angostura
was worthy the importance which the Revolution had assumed, and
in creating the powerful and splendid republic of Colombia, it ceased
to perform a Venezuelan task in order to fulfill an American mission.

After a century, the political ideas of Bolivar appear to be endowed
with that eternal life found in all that is drawn from nature by a deep
and sincere mind. Leaving aside all that which circumstances of the
moment bring into the thoughts of every statesman, there yet remains,
as a store of teachings justified by the history of one hundred years, a
wealth of clear, consistent principles, still having the novelty and fresh-
ness of the most glowing political doctrines. It is towards the unity
of national character, towards a just democracy, free from tyranny and
Jacobinic exaggeration, towards the apotheosis of morals as the only
possible basis of social redemption and stability; towards the abolition
of slavery, the homogeneity of peoples and the effacement of caste; it
is towards the community of continental interests, based on a har-
monious conception of right, fraternity and respect among all the
nations of America; it is towards all these ideals which might have
appeared to be dreams without foundation, had they not been pro-
claimed by one who had already shown himself to be so capable in
action as to sccure the liberty of entire countries; it is towards these
different goals that the peoples of America have been marching, some
over wide, smooth, firm and safe roads, others through difficult paths,
between falls and blows, among precipices and chasms. Before the
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recent test to which humanity has seen civilization submitted, when it
boasted of most admirable material progress, an awe-stricken world,
its faith shattered, turns its eyes to that obsolete institution which under
the name of Moral Power, Bolivar brought to light “from the depths
of obscure antiquity.”

Does it, perchance, differ from the Court of Nations which, due to
the happy inspiration of President Wilson, is to precede the supreme
reign of justice among all peoples? Bolivar himself thought that some
day “his ingenuous dream,” improved through experience and knowl-
edge, might become most efficacious.

May the memory forever linger of that day in which a great citi-
zen of the world, inspired by a great ideal, divested by his own volition
of the unlimited power he had exercised, asked the representatives of
the people, as the reward for his invaluable services, to deign to grant
his country “a government preeminently popular, preeminently just.
preeminently moral, which would hold in chains oppression, anarchy
and guilt. A government which would allow righteousness, tolerance,
peace to reign; a government which would cause equality and liberty
to triumph under the protection of inexorable laws.”

Caracas, February 15, 1919,
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CORREO BRAZILENSE.

Continuacion de la Refutacion del Correo
Brazilense.

Supongamos que el rey Juan fuese indife- |
rente A esta peticion; y veamos gual seria
la conducta de sus Consejeros y Ministros.!
Iien sabida es ta de todas los que sirven estas
plazas en Gobiernos despoticos ; pero para'
demostrar 1a de los empleados de 1a Corte del
Bruzil -alegarenos el dictamen del Correa

Brazilense, . .

Confiesa que hay abusos, principalmente
en 13 forma de la administracion piblica del
Brazil—ue son necesarias muchas reformas
tanto en lo legislativo, como en la adminis-
trativo—y que las leyes del Brazil, quando
era colonia y @despoblada, no convienen al
Brazil descolonizado, poblado, v rico.

Dice que los hombres buenos y espirituosos
son los que el Gobierno debe contemplar y
convencerlos de sus intenciones de mecjora-
miento en las cosas publicas: porque la gente'
igrorante va con la corriente, y los empleades
v a tuladores del Gobierna d egoistas no cuilan’
del bien generdl: con tal que reciban su’
sceldy y comin g beban descansados, todo!
Jo Jdemas los es indiferente.  Los que estan)
en poder y aatoridad , luego quese los habla;

de reforma, temen perder sus comodidades,
i tal como la de Pernambuco, ne Yen otra cosa

ﬂ que los sentimientos naturales contra la opre-

y ds consiguiente llzman revolucion toda re-
furmv, y jacohinismo tada deniostracion de

ahusos,  Fecturbadores del sosiego pablico son

Humnados  los que animados de pnrimismo‘

¢ onuncian estos males : porque perturban fa”]
frieicion de los malganados placeres de estos
epoistas.  Son sentencias ‘del Corrco Bra-
vlense en ¢l mismo nlmero que estaruos
impugnando.

¢ Y sitos que han de prover la peticion , son
ew06 mismos cmpleados, egoistas, y aduladorbs
del Gobierno, que aborrecen y detestan la
reforma? ; como pedri ella tener lugar ? Mas
c'wro: el Gobierno se compone de ests mismos |
empleados; ellos son los que gobiernan i
nombre del rey, y los mas opuestos 3 toda |
roforma que desquicie su despotismo : ; como |
poes esperar de ellos el suceso de la peticion ! |

51 ¢l rey fuese un hombre de virtud y talentot
extraordinario, tal vez proveria contra el
diciamen y voluntad de sus ministros y con-*
sultores; pero siendo tal, qual lo describio un
papel Ingles despues de su envigracion al Brazil,
nada de provecho podia esperarse de él. + Un |
hombre de escasos talentos, de un caricter
debil é irresoluto , y enterameoto entregado |
A sus fevoritos. Asi estd definido en.....:
« A Sketch of the causes and consequences of |
the late emigration to the Brazils. By '
Reylance”™ o
« Ni la Filosofia, ni larevelacion pudieron 4
enseriarle al Editor del Correo Brasilense))
que los bombres, creados 3 imagen y seme-!
jinza deDios, debian dependerde la voluntad, ;s
humor y pasion de un individub tal como el
que estd reinando en el Brazil. Y quando',
fuese mas sabio que Salomon , mas fuerte que,|
Hercules, y mas virtuoso que Trajana, tampoco,
tendria derecho para mandar & su antojo 5 y sin !
las trabas de una Constitucion dictada por el
pueblo, & sus representantes. Toda auggrida ';
que no se derive de este principio, es ilegitima
y tiranica.  Todo Gobierno que no redunde’
en utilidad de los gobernados, debe ser abiolida.
o reformado.  No se congregaron los hombred -
ea sociedad para sacrisicar sus derechios. 4,

By

W Correo Braxilense.

ANGOSTURA SABADO 20 DE FEBRERO DE

B et S
d

intereses 3 las comodidades § placeres de wma
sola persona b familia; el mejor estar de todos
los congregados, ‘su salud y felicidid fué Ja
mira de su congregacicn. Es un crimen de
blasfemia el decir que Dios), variando poste-
riormente sus designios en la creacion del
hombre, lo. destind al servicio y utilidad de
cierto nimero de sus semejantes , abatiendolo
2 Ix clase ce los brutos, y demms cosas que
hacen la propiedad de los ricos y se trasmiten
3 sus hercderos. [Estos son los efectos y estas
las conseqiiencias de la fatsa doctrima Gue hace
derivar inmediatamente del Cielo el poder de
jos monarcas absolutos, despojando al pueblo
de su soberania.  Sebre esta falsa ductrina han
girado los di<parates que raproduce ¢l Correo
Brazilense , quando censura la revolucion de
Pernambuco. .

Adelantando su critica el escritor de este
periodico, duda que hubiese elementos anti-
{uos para esta empresa, y desde loego la ilama
obra del memento, parto de inconsideracion :
-se quexa de Ia precipitacion, error, justici
de sus conductores 3§ los tacha de ignorantes
en materias Je Gobierno, administracion , y
modo de conducir los negacios pliblicos; y no
como quieta ignorantes, sino con una total
ignorancia.  Le contestaremos capitulo por
capitulo. .

Los antiguos Xlementos de toda revolucion

sion: el desco innato de la libertad en el
hombre es el resorte principal que da impulso
A 31 magquina para recupdar sus derechos usur-
pados.  Si estos nobles sentimientos no eran
generales en todo el Brazil, al sistema de su
Gobierno debe atribuirse esta mengua; al
habito inveterado de las cadenas es imputable
la indiferencia y apatia con que el pueblo las
tolera, lrsbesa, ylasbendice. A estadegra-
Jdacion brutal debio el despéta el que la mayor
partode los habitantes de aquellas Provincias
se hybiesen declarado contra la revolucion ,
ofreciendo en obsequio del tirano, con la
mayor prontitud posible, sus personas y bienes.

if 4 Y de donde nace principalmente este embru-

tecimiento ?  De doctrinas tales como las del
Esta es la leche que
maman quantos tienen la desgracia de nacer
en monarquias tales como Ja de Portugal. A
.esta lactancia debe el Editor de aquel Correo
1a baxeza 3 que ha descendido su pluma,
acugando i los Patriotas de Pernambuco, y
tributando incienso 1 1a Casa de Braganza.

De ella dice que es la mas popular que
jamas goberno a los Portugueses: que la
revolucion de Pernambuco nada tenia de comun
| con el odio que s¢ suponia contra la dinastia
reinante : que en opesicion 1 les poquisimos
facciosos que levantaron cu desconterito hasta el
puntode rebelion , se podia alegar lasinmensa
mayoria, 0 totalidad de los habitantes del
Brazil que se declararon contra ellos , ofre.
ciendo en defensa del rey sus personas y bienes
con la mayor prontitud posible.  Asi se explica
en 12 pag. 210 del Correo dc Febrero del ziio
pasado, y asicoopera 3 perpetuar la esclavitud
de los Brazilense.

“Que fuese obra del momento la revolucion ,
parto de la ioconsideracion , del error , y de
la precipitacion , tanto quiere decir en el con-
ceptodel escritor como revolucion no bien me-
ditada_ni combinada. Pero quisieramos que
nos sefialase en la historia de las revoluciones
Qquales son las que han tenido -buen exito,
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siempre que, sus promotores han querido medi-
tarlas y combinarfas del modo que, pretende et
Correo Brozilense.  En la tardanaa high pelie
grado todas las que se han preparadc’y ‘mada.
1ado conforme al metodo gne alld en su mente
tenis concebido el Editor. quando reprobata
ha de Pernambuco. . Todas tas veces Aummaba. -
prolongadn el ‘tiempo de la erujiicon -para
aumentar ¢l nimero de adeptos y de medidas
imas alli de ld que se acostumbra en semejanteg
empresas , todo se ha malogrado por Jis defa-
tiones y perfidias de alguno de los confidentes.’
Los. bombres buenos y espirituosos, son en’
{odas partes los que conciben y forman las
fevoluciones ;. en todas partes son -pocos los
individuos de esta calidad ; cllag som_los que
debentrazary executar las operaciones irsurrec-
cionales contra el despotismo ; el secreto de
ellas no debe fiarse 3 1a multitud : esta va con
h corriente, y casi nunca dexa de seguir o
grito y alarma de sus corifeos.

Nos valemos de 12 misma_razon que, slega
el Correo Brazilense para deeir que los hombres
buenos y espirituosos son los que debe contem-
plar el Gobierno y convencerlos de sus finten
ciones de mejoramiento efi las cosas pbblicas ,
porque la gente ignorante va con a cafriente.
Casi todas las revoluciones empiezad par el
rompimiento de muy pocos igdividods., Lease
la del Duque de Braganza en Portugal  y se
hallard comprobado el hecbo’s Mg de los Espa-
fioles contra Bowaparte fué iniciadp por.’un
pujiando de gente en Madrid y por el grito de
una verdulera; la_de . Venezuela cpplfz {as
autoridades que ‘8- inclinaban A #staf y pasar
pot las cesiones y abdicaciones de Bayona , no
tuvd mas principio ‘Q;‘ et ‘de unioficial que
exclamd diciendo ¢ Viva Fernando VIL v
muerort los Franceses.” La otra revolucion
de V 1a por su independencia y libertad
fué obra de un nimero muy.réducido de
personay avecindadas en fa capital, 'y de muy
pocas sémanas dg concierto; la de Espaiia en
Mayo de 1808, y la de Caricas en’ Julio del
mismo afio fueron obra del momento 'y no
premeditadas.  Parto. de inconsideracion ,- de
error , y precipitacion era la de Espaiia en el
juicio de Napoleon, y sus partidarios yla
de toda la América insurrects le: merece el
mismo concepto 3 Fernando , y sus sesvidores.

( Se continuard.’)

LA MAEDIACION

—O—e
Conclusion de la Expogicion sobre ta Mediaa
cion entre la EspoRia y la Awérica. -
Si Fernando se resuelve a exta grahde opera.
racion politica , que puede coster dificaldad al
amor proprio; pero no a) 341 Yién y de La. Patria,
se hallara de un solo paso transportadg-del ﬂslo
¢n que € vive al enque vive Europa, seYari a si
mismo y su nacion una nueva éxistentia y cam.-
biara 3 unticmpo lafaz dela Europay del Mundo.
—; Sombra de Henrique IV. { vuela del Bearné
antes que pase este rapido instante dado 3 tu
Augusto Nitto para salvar & para perder su
trono y su pais ! !-~Eleva su imaginacion 3 Ja
atura de tus ideas , muestrale la venda de la
slori y del heroismo, hazle conopey el precio
Jde un momento en que tantinmensea miaes pue.
den evitarse y tan inmensos bienes adauirirse ,
y excitalo en fin 2 adoptar lAs dos inieas medi.
Jdas, de que depende la salud y &-ongrandeci-
wiento de Espaiin !—Gobierno representativo
y alianza con Amdrica, ¢ de qué otra ico :
sita ella para levantarse de ese Jecho de rijae'Hy
y clavarse 3 un grado de poder’y de prospymvmns

FAC SIMILE OF THE ISSUE OF "EL CORREO DEL ORINOCO™
CONTAINING THE BEGINNING AND THE END OF THE LIBERATOR'S ADDRESS



w6 Patrid los Baneficios ge la tibertad.” Condulda
su conlestacion pidib pesmiso para retirarse . yd
Presidente se lo voncedid , nowibrando ana Diputa-
cion de diex Miembros pars que lo acompaiiante

En seguida_se tratd en el Longreso de nombrar
un Presidente inferinode la Republica ; pero ocrr-
riendo muchas dificu/tades para la eleccion, st
dcordd que el General BoLivaw exerciese exte Poder
por 2% 6 a lo mas por 48 horas , y se ma]tdo wa
Diputacion & comunicarle esta resolucion. \EI
Goneral contexté que solo por coacideracion d la
uraencia admitia el encavgo, bazo la precisa cone
dicion de que solo fuese por el término preficade.

!

' 10 bixs de eta delierscon, pecitndo ) ol jars:
meato deledo : Aa acordady el Suberany (Vugress
“se publiguen sus mombramicrtos 1 se hoga &)
:salva de Artilleria por ellos : y.6¢ mandeilutiwar
tgundmcnle esta Capital por br noche de ovte iy
1y yne al _intento V.E comunigul sus respechindy
Ordenes a la Comanduncia Geneval .

« Tenzr el honor de trunsmirlo & VI d¢
Grden del Soberano Congreso.= Dios gl » 3 Ik
nachos aiios. = Pulacio del Congeresu en Anuzontdiny
17 de Febrero de 1819. ¥°.= Fxcmo, Sciiv== F
Vocal Sceretavio interingse Dicgn Bptinta Urba
néja= Lxcmo. Seiior I'residente de b Repiblic

DISCURSO

Al signiente dia'y despues de largas discusinnes
se 16 nnani te ln absoluta dnd de { | .
gue en las actuales circ ias cont ¢ iite- 1 Py sado
sinamente el General Lotvax enla Presidencin

del Estado , y una Dipntacion fué encargnda d¢
comunicarle esta determinacion, manifestandole lars
poilerosas razones en que se. fundaba. = No obstante.
susisdid I en da megativa y o6 exponer pht
excrita 1y motivos de su rusistencia. As lo
verific en el siguienic :—¢ L
OrICIO DEl. GENFRAL SIMON BOLIVAR AL
CONGRESO DFE VENEZUELR. ~ ‘i
¢ Seiar Secretario del Congreso ! .
« Fn este instante me ha honrado el Con:
guso Soberano con una segunda Diputacion
presidida por el houorable Sefior General UkbA-
‘KeTA para anunciarme mi continndéion N n
Presidencia del Estado. Yo estoy confust,
thé hallo oprimido con ¢l cumulo de séati-
miehtos de réspeto, comsideracion , l’ gratitud
que me inspira la benevolencia del Soberano
Congreso.  Si no consultasc mas que mi obed:i-
eicia, y los votos de i corazon volatia, como
he sido invitado, i tomariposesion de la dignidad ]
Jd¢ Presidenie de Venesuela ; pero la copviccion
en que estoy de ser incapaz de llenar debida.y
meaie lus obiigaciones de primer Magistrado,
mc fuerza a representar samisamente las justas
caasas que me impiden servira la Repablica
en ol Poder Execytivo.

« Una dolorosa experiencia ba mostrado quan
incompatibles son las (unciones de Magistrado,
v dv Defensor de la Repiblica: muchos revesis)
bsmos sutrido por estar reunidos ¢l Poder Milis
arTy et-Civil; pues que ua hombre 3610760
puede atender 2 la conservacion” de la paz, ji
al exercicio de la_guerra, y un hombre solo,
dificilnrente reune las virtddes y los talentos que
requieren el Tribunal y el Campo. ~ Ademas he
reconocido en la practica de los negocios publi.
cus que mis fuerzas son insuficientes para sopor.
tar 1a formidable carga de un Ectado Militunte,
y al mismio tiempon en la infancia. Los Repre.
sentuntes del Pucblo deben saber’ que apenas
scrian bastantes todas las facultades de todos

Conciud ara p un Go.
bierno repatador de tantas calamidades) ¢ que
odrl, pues, reparar un woldado? |

« El Soberano Congreso ha nombrado ma\j
Vice-Presidente para suplir mi ausencia de 1
Capital. Yo debo estar siempre, por mi estado,
ausente de la residencia del Gobicrno ; por con-
siguiente este Vice-Presidente sera siempre el
primer Magistrado de Ja Nacion; y siendo tan
acertada y sabia la cleccion que ha recaydo en cl
honorable Representante Zea , actual Presidente
det Congreso, yo me atrrevo 2 rogar alos Reé-
presentantes del Pueblo, se dignen admitir la
respetunsa renuicia que hago de la Presiden. .
del Estado.

« Miwmor por la Patriay mi deseo por con-
tribuir 2 la expulsion de los Tiranos de Vene-
zuela me instan imperiosamente a representar lo
que tengo el honor de comunicar a V.S.

* Dios guarde a V.8. muchos afios.== Angos.
tura a 16 de Febrero de 1819. 9° =BoLiv.i:.”

({-eido este Oficio ea ¢l Congreso, se suscitaron diversas |
queraiiones, sobre que hubo largas discusiones, de las
qu:!‘u ( dd resultado ¢e dari noticia al publico por
un Suplemento 3 esta Gazeta)

T "SPUESTA

DEL SECRETARIO DEL CONGRESQ
AL GENERAL BOLIVAR.

por el Uenorul Borwvar al Con-
greso general de Fenerucla en ¢l uclo de s
Instdlacion 1—
. % SEfior— Dichoso el Ciudadano que baxa
el escudo de las armas Je su mando ha conve-
gado la Soberania Nacional , para que exerza
su voluntad absoluta! Yo, pues, me cucmé
entre los seres mas favorecidos de la Divina
Providentia, '§a que he tenido el honor de
reunir 2 los Representantes del Puedlo de
Venezuela cn este Augusto Congreso, fucute
de la Awto:idad legitima, deposito de la volun-
tad" saberana y arbiro del Dgstivo de h
Nacion.
AL tramsmitir 3 los Represéntantes del
Pueblo el Poder Supremo gue se me habdia
confiado,, - colato "tos. voros de mi.corazon, los
de mis Conciudadanos y-los de fivestras futuras
.generaciones’, que tado lo.ﬁpeﬂm de vuestra
sabiduria , rectiud, y-prudenciay’ Quando cum
plo con este dulse Jebers:zme hberto dela
inmensa autorifad qué me dgoviaba como dela
responsabilidad ‘ilimitada que pesaba sobre mis
débiles fuerzas. Solamente upa necesidad
forzosa unida i Ja voluatad imperiosa del Pueblo
me habria sometido al terrible y peligroso en-
cargo de Dictador Gefe Supremo de la Repii-
Ylica. Pero ya respiro devolviendoos euta
autoridad , que.con tanto riesgo, dificultad y
. geoa - he logrsdo mentener en medio de “la
sribulaciones mas horrorosas que pueden afligiv
¥unaerpo social. .
.« No ha sidola ¢épocadela Repiiblica,
que be presidido , una meta tempestad politica,
ni una guerra sangrienta , ni una anarquia popu-
lar, hagidp, si, el desarrollo de todos los
elementos desorganisadores : hasido la inun-

gido .la tierra de Venczuela. Un hombre
i y utt hombre towo yo! jqee diques podria
opaner al impetu de estas devastaciones ==
En medio de este piélago de angustias no be
sido mas que un vil juguete del hutacan: revd-
lucionario que me arrebataba como’ uria débil
Eaja. Yo no he podido hacer ni bien ni mal.

uerzas irresistibles han dirigido a marcha de
puestros sucesos.  Atribuirmelos no seria justo,
¢ Quereis conocer los autores de los aconteci-
mientos pasados y del orden actual - Consul-
tad los anales de Espaiia, de América, de
Venezuela : eximinad las leyes de Indias, el
regimen d& los antiguos mandatarios , la influ-
encia de la religion y Jel dominio extrangero :
observad los primeros actos del Gabictno
Republicano, 1a ferecidad de nuestros enemigds

pre lamentables , apenas se ¢ puede suponer
simple instrumento de los grandes moviles
que han obrado sobre Venezuela. Sin embar-
go mi vida, mi.conducta, todas mis acciones
plblicas y privadas estan sujetas 3 la censura del

ueblo. — Representantes!  vosotros debeis
juzgarlas. Yo someto la historia de mi mando

“Excmo. Seiior : No habiendo el Saberano Con- .
greso Nacional , accedido 2 las repctidas remum-
vias de la Presidencia_interina del’ Estado que se
confiris @ ¥.E. en la Sesion Urdinaria de ayer, y
cunpirmado este nombzamiento, y el de Vice. Presi-
dente del mismo en la persona del Sesor Diputado \
¥aaxcisco AxToN1o Zea, por la de hoy hasta que |
estor de”l'qot sean constitxcionalmente elegidds ; l
¥ de la icacion gue d V.E. |

Y

X

3 vuestra imparcial decision , nada afiadiré para
" escusarla: ya he dicho quanto puede hacer nli
apologia. Simerezco vuestra aprobacion habré
Jo el sublime titulo de buen Ciudadano,
de Libertador que medio
Pacificador que me did
_ Cundinamar¢a , y & los que el mundo entcro
| puede darme. -

7"« Legistadores 1 Yo depouto en vuestras

{

; alcanza.
preferible para mi al
la, al de

’

——

dagion de un torrente infernal que ha sumer- .

¥ seria darme una importancia que no merezco. ©

y el caricter nacional. No me pregunteis |
sobre losefectos de estos trastornos para siemvi:|

3 wanos el mando-Sdpremo de  Venezudla e
4§ Abestro es ahora el aopisto debet de consagra-
ros 3 la felicidad de la Repdblica : on vustnad
mamos esti la balanza de nuestroc destinod, 1d
medida de nu¢scra ploria s s sellarin lce
Decretos que figen nuewea Lilectint. L
ewd momento ¢l Gefe Suprano ety Nepu-
blica no es mas que un simple Crdadamd, ‘y
tab quierc quedar husta la muerte. Servird sl
embargo en la carrera de las armas mientrad
balla esemigos en Venezuel.  Muliind d&
Buncmdritos hijos tiere la Patria capeces d8
dirigirla: talentos, virtudes, exjevientia v quan-
1o se reguiere para wnandar ahon:bres hbred,
son ¢l patrimonio de muchos de los que #qui
representan el Pueblo, ¥ tuera de esee Soberano
Cuerpo de encuéntran Cludidanos qué en tudas
épocas han mostrado valor para arrustrar log
peligros , prudencia para evnarlos, y clurte vn
Sin de goberndrsé 'y de goberrar i otios.  Lsted
lugtres Barones thevccerrn, sta duda, Ips
dulragiod del Longreso y X ellos s¢ enearpard
det Gobiernro, ¢ue tan cordifl f didcerdmente
fcabo de renunciar para sicmpre.

« La continuzcion de la avtoridad eh un
mhmo individno freqiiencemnentc ha oo el weér-
mino de los Gabiernos Democraticas  Lus
repctidas clecciones son e.encialis en log sis-
temnas populares, por que nada es tan peligroso
como dejar permanceer largo tiempo en un mis-
mo Ciudadano el Poder. Ll Pdeblo se ucos.
tumbra a obedecerle, y ¢l s¢ wcostumbra 2
maadarlo, de donde se origina la usurpacicen
y Jatirania.  Unjsto zelo es” la garantia de
la Libertad Repivlicana , § nuestios Ciudada-
1os debin temer con sobrada jasticia que ol
nismo Magisaade, que los ha mandado nalio
tiempo , Jos mande perpetusmente,

“Ya, pues, que por este acto de mi adhe.
cion a la Libertad de Venezuels puedo acpiiat
a la gloria de ser contudo cotre sus mas ficle
camantes; permitidme ,  Senur, e expon
_con Ja tranqueza de un verdadero  Repub;
mi respetuoso dictamen en este Freyecto de Con.
stitucion, que me tomd ha libertad e fiecercs
en testimonio de T <incaidad y delcander de
mis sentinicntos. J

Como se trata de lu sadid
de todns, mie atrevo i creer gue tengo derecho
pata ser oido porlos Representantes del Pucblo.
Yo sé moy bien que vuestrit sibiduria no La
menester de consejas, y ¢ tambi n que mi Pro.
YECto Aacisy 08 purecera erroneo , im practicable.
Puo, Sefior, accptad con benignidid este tra.
bajo, qre mas bicu es el tributo de nn sivecra
! sumisici al Coxenreo que el cfecto de ura oves
| dau piesuntuosa. Por otra parte,, <dendo vien.

tras funciones la creacion de un cucrpo pelitico,
iy aun se podria decir la creacien de una <ocies
Il dad entera, rodeada de tedos los inconvenientes
Pque presents una stuacion la mas singular y
, dificil, quizas ¢l grito de un Tiadaduco poede
J! ddvertir 1 presencia de un peb souinarto

& desconocido. (1.)

i

{
|

Legisladores ! Por ¢l Provecto de Cons-
titucion que reverentemente someto I vuestia
- saniduria, observareis ¢l espiritu que lo o
. dictado. Al propencros 1a divisicn e oy
Ciudadanos c¢n activos y pasivos, he preten-
dido excitar a prosperidad naciomal por lis
Idos mas grandes palancas de la industria,
el trabjo, y ul saber. Lstimulance
(dos poderosos resortes e la cociedud,
akeanza 1o nus dificil entre los humbies, la-
it cerlos henrados y felices.  Voniendo restric-
;ciones justas y prudentes en las Asembless
[ Primarias y Electorales, ponen:os ¢l prin
Dique 3 la licencia popular, envitandn by
‘concurrencia tumultuaria y ciega gue otk
tiempos ha imprimido el desaivto o g
; Elecciones, y ha iigado por con riente, |
! desacierto 2 los Magisirados. y & v mare!
"del Gobierno; jues este acto pr g
el acto generativo de lu Liborad, o ooy
*Esclavitud de un Puebio,
«Aumentardo or i balanza e e poderes

“«

wlus

o

(1) g1 ait Ul LY araling ae e Censety
wterior de 12 Republiea y del nuevo Prosecte
sresenta. Se ha creida convenente suprie i, v

| wlamente el principio y fin del Ducutsu tava ur e
| mprimie todo por separado,




?&t jemses hubiern ‘osado aspirar sin nuestys
udepehdincia? “No.es por cierto, da’ estéril do-,
mina wn-d{undo ; es su comercio 1o que
impérta 3 Ja Nacion'y aun al ‘Rey mismois—
& Y QU dompdracion puede haber entre unmo.;
nopofio miserable y ese mercado inmenso que
2 todos'1es pueblcs y a ella principalmente abre
12 América independiente y libre?  Situadaala
extremidad de Europa, rodeada casi toda de
puertos y favorecida del Cielo con un clima
delicioso, un suclo liberaly excelentes produc.
ciones , 1o pocas minas, y ua pueblo saliio,
capiaz'de Lis mas alies empresas, y dotado de
un caracter 'y de una constancia sinkular, <olo
Ye tattaba un Gobierno que hiciera valer tantas
ventajaz, y pn comerclo activo que reanimara
las Artes y la Industria aletargadas por su bir-
baro sistem de exclasion y de ntolerancin —
Pero este comercio (e debe darle Al movimiento
vital, no puede exlstir sino a favor de laamis.
il de América, y amistad a nias intava y
11 mias generost,  Es de todu evideacia que pee
Cesita por algunas s de eancedo s Biberles,
y aun de ciertos privilegios para socena Lee
cureencia con las n'civies industiiesas en o
tros mercados. Y7 crée eiln que tenminada por
bis aymas la conquits entera de cucetoa Indes
pradencin, hemos de tenes La estipda condes.
cendencia de perjudicarnos en nuestras relas
ciones comerciales para favorecer locadeliita.
mizntos de sus fibricac y manutfacturas hasta
que Meguen 3 competr con 1o mejores de
Fuvopa?—No, Lt América ne huara sace
$100 por MWL Provta paz, Cuya pose ‘on antici-
pda pabdaservile deenmpensacion.  Cada
dia que clla difiera el reconocimicnto de la Inde
pendencra abeoluty de tode esie - Contimence,
<in cnya condicion preliminar jamacse firmara
v tratadd, es wh nuc v bstaculo paia |
obteler una paz VERTAjUSa, ¥ U gran pA ¢
hacia su perdicion.  Parece imp ible que o]
Gusinete d» Ferrauda V11 dexe de conocer la
wencin del peligm, y s3aneo remedia, |
Gopickng  RECRISENTATIVO Y ALIANZA n-n-!
TeanaL coN AMEnca  En ectos dos puninc
estaifr ada todisu politica, y Je s deperde |
<a salud yel reposo de ta Europa, a quenaly |
seria tan funegto copotna reeolocion ea Fopari. |
La de Francia nogabria sidv mas que un sueio +
comparadaicon 1 de un purblo no méns terri;
ble por la firmeza de su caracter, que por su
ignoranciay, sp desesperacion. y su fanatiomao, /

He agupdn objéto verduderamente digno de
1. Mediacion. de lac Atlas Potencras—intitar ag
Fernandn 3 proclamar un thﬂjnn Reprev e
cativa y 1a Iudependencia de Ma.;ﬁricm
medios de evitar en Espafa una redoiucion,
que no dexarin de comunicars: i
trbaria per fargas w la trinquilidad de
Furapa y L relacieney del Muado,
cbtendrian ¢l tinla divine ‘de biethechorss, de
b humsidad, Legranan asegnear 1y paz fia
concerdia‘universal , y merceerian o} reconget
m ento de tadns los pueblos, los apiausos detsa
siglo, y Lis bendiciones de I poteridad,

{ Concuusn. )

s

|

ANGOSTURA SC e II'IQllLﬂO de 1819,

INSTALACION pee. CONGRESO GENF..
, RAL ne VENEZULLA. !
Rennidos los Diputados <n esta Capelel,
'#m:u»mnd‘as tas Actas de Lleccion ep tods

“onformes al Reglamentu, firo S8 L Ceeg
TSVREMG para €l 15 ail oritende d Tan IT
del dia la Iust-lacan del Corgreso.

Une salva de dutilria ol po
yona duminacion general | 0nunaio ¢l 14l
stlemydag del dia siguiente,
<y A 15 g sabew el Sol se luzo otra salva de
M leria. dAs Diputodes se yonnierona las
edice y netia en la Sala del Palacio del Go-
b:0 a0 dsMinuda G sug sesiores ' y el Estado-,
Mayan-General, & Gobernador de la Flu:o
y Comandanteyeneral de la Provincia, Grfes
y Qfcralidad o la casa del Gefe Suprimn
prrva ocontprda (e & lan angusta ceremonia.
“PYés caromazus awmeiaron la marcha de la
‘ermaliva 5 'y bos Inputados saliero d recibir
& M. furra de las puertas dcl Palucio—

Kt Seitor Diputadé de los Tstalos- U
'B. Inving , y uno de los LonERRCUANTE:

INGLESEs migs bememéritos de la Indepes- i

dendiayen representacion de los deinas, |

~

un

<eonvidados a este acto solemne, y coloca’los *
“entre el Sr. Provisor, Gobernador del Obispado

y los primeves Gifes militares.  EL concuvsn

de extrangerss y de Ciudadancs fué ey °

nuweroso. .,

Ll Gree SupkeMo rbris la Sesion por !»
lectura d» un Discurso tan lleno de interes y
tan putdtico , que ni Couladanos né Ex:v.w
geros gudicron contener las lagrimes.—S8: ac-
clon , sw ceento, da espresion de su sembiaate

picos wleherales de que hacia en aguelggy In
mas patética u solemne profesion. Ll objeto
principal de sa Discarsv era exponer os fu. -
damentos de un Proyecto de Constitucion, qur
S.L presentuba al Congreso , y Racer ver que
era tu mas adaptada @ rivesiro pais. Lages
Jrosiosies con que concluia , dedlarando inva-
dato P Congreso, yorecencciendo en él la
cvania Nacional , excieron ol
y solre (odo quands copud oo ta
PO Cen W CHergia a3 ao o
ay les de w
sstan stempre prenas d
= Via el Congres- 0
ey vepelida n !

&
¢

sl dstian

1, ¢

de an
Auwgiste ArGida
Penezuelo” A
veees por ol concurso,y se sIgWG W sali s
Artillagia. '

L0 Gy SUPREMO funatl et aces el Cone
Lreso doque procedicse & Ly Jeccien de -
Presitonte Diterino, para entrezarle ol manda
Resdtando electo a vivar oz ol Dipulud
Francisco Antonto 788, S.E. le tomd ol
gurantento solve dos Sanites 1vangelios, w e«
Seguida d todus los Miembros uno @ uno—
iy el juram nro, 8. L. colici al Preste
onda silla qus ocnpaba é mismo Laxs der
solvey y dingiendes: al cucrpo nelitar dicoes
Genmrales, G frs y Qfciales, K2
compaiicros de arnias .y mesolros we sumos el
que seu ! s Cindadanos hasta que el Congrdb.
Suberana se dipne emplearnos en la rlns&)}
grado gtr d biew tinga.  Contando con 1eéy..
tra swiision vy @ darle en i nonbye g
el viestro las prcebas mas claras de nnepa |
obedi nein y-erdrdudndile el mandadde qut yo
esiaba encarynlo”  Diciendo ¢sto sé aceres’
al Presidonte del Congresn, v proseti-doR
subaston , conlinis: % Drvuchio d le I
bisew - el buston de General que w .
\aaPiara seriirin gualgder grado 6 ¢ s
gae A Congreso me destiney €5 puric
honruso - en él daré el exenplo de la s.ibordic
nacion ¢ de la ciega vdediencia que detwh
distinguir « todo Scldado de da Reprillica ™=
El Presiiode divgiendose al Conaresn diro :
v Perece quercadmstediicusionlaconfirmas.on
de todo: lus grados y empleos conferilis jor
S.E. ol Geveral Simon Bovivak Jvante sic
Goticrnu; sin embargo pido para declarento
La umobucion espresadel Congrow.” o Patere’
al (o que los gradus y entpleos confers-
dos o por SO F ol Genoral Staon Bovivan
sicedis Gofe Supsemo de Lo Republica , stem
o foneedos $7Tedes s IapsadesT plreie
drse en pue pesponwdioren g S,y e Fresi.
de e contind : @ LD Scberano Congreso de
la Heputhiea coprma, enla Prrsona de S.B:

st

© N

los grades y enipleos, @ ridos por él miano.

s drvcha,

le dils o @
obrngs meacnles de
Labll 1 estos tér .
© o Ludas fas Naciunes y todos Tns Imperio: jue-
“oronen su nfanca deialos g pequeios, w4

« hombre mismy 3 quien dJeben su institucions e
o Estus grandes Ciudades gue todavia asombyl
‘0 da imaginacion,

« sandriz, Tyro, la Cagita! mis.na de Belo 4 s
« Semirguic, y tu tawbien, suberbia n.

6 Sedora de i tierra, w0 fuiste e lus prin:

e e—

| Un wamouseo: destacamento , gue oeigals el

'Ji-r'ﬂfl 15kiagelas fror.otes militares.

o Wre 5@ que ura mezquing y nivcrude «

todo ucreditaha ta verdad de sus sentimien’os .,
y s intima adAcsion d@ los principios filaz.tro- |

T

tnelites compri TRy

l
|"‘

durante suGuolierno; y devolviendele el bastom 1. « sirmpre ke renxn
Despres de | “ sy v
Joncio, e Presidende | o wido lo eligros gue corria lalibertad | conper-

Menfis, Palnira, Tebas, Al

1’2v'a era en el Capitslio, wo en lIos peiecios de
Vo Apnips y de Trcjund; era ¢ ura omilie
*cheza, baro um trcho pagizo, gur Lownuls,
sencillamente vestido, traznba la Capital del
Maundo y porin los fundamentes de su invaci:so
Inqerio.  Nuda lriifada cli sino su genio :
weda kabia & crande sino J mismo.  Noes per
el aparato 1.2 la mivpnificenaa de nuestza inslalae
caom ;. sino por los pruenos wedivs que la Netu.
rerza nos ha proporccecds y por los imuencoy
 planes que vosotros concilacreis para ap. ovechat-
lus, gue debrriy calealursela grandiza y el poder
 futuro de nuestra Kepiddlica.—Esta misma sen-
Mz y el esplendor de ese grande acto de patrio-
vimu de que el Gereral Bovivan acaba de dar
tan ilustre y memorable exemplo,, imprime a
esta svlemnidud un cardcter antiguo, quees ya
un presagio de los altus destinos -de nuestro pais.
Nt Roma ni Atenas, Fsparta misma en los ker.
wosos dias e la hercicidad y las virtudes paBlicas
W presealis wnd excena mas swhlime ni.. oms
snte:esante.  La tunginacion se exdlta al contesi-
) urla, desaparceen los .vig’lw y las distancias,
i A olros miinas n0$ eredmos eoklempotdanéos
deios Arisiides y lus Phociones , de lod Casilos
nodas. Lo misma flhtrdpia y Be

o wrtre g dos hiberales gue hdn"véitrade & ki
Gy LryiShearcs de la alta antigredadeon s
“ bemzficu. Loiperadires Vespasiano o Tido § Traps
“ o, Marcy Aurcliv, que los remplasaron dighe
“memre, colocun hay entre cllvs & gdle wodedo,
« &dneral ; y enre ellus oblends lda howores de iy

“

.

# hmgoria y las bendiciones de la goeiidad.—
+ &g es ahora que puede justamente apreciarse o
. Adime ra-gu de virind patriitica de que hemos
* .itle adw adures mas bien gus testigos. ' Quands
© waestras Listilucionés hayan yecibido la sancion
“ del Tiempu, quandy todo Io dibil y todo lo pe.
b qhenio de nuetra edad, las pasdones, los saten

™ peses y lns vonidades hovan desoparecido, y
& ol Gueden bus grrndes hechus y los grdndes Aoin

& s, entunces se hara 5 la abdicucton dX General
" BALIVAR foi [a justicia gue urcedy y su nom.

- se pronwnciare eon ormdbeen Yexenelr :
oy o Munds con veneraciolh. . Megstieno dr
* togd lo gee él Aa Aeche por nuokisa libpind.-~
03 aiad de angnstins y peligrodi #k Sacryitis
U an forkpid y de p
“ speuiibley ; exfuersos de qug difiglltoonve se citar}

o exemplo en la histoMs, &9 cogstauin

W pracba de todus los reveses , esa Jirmein, incen-

Y drasable para no desesperat de ln salud aeé la
% Petrin, viewdola subjuggdn, y ¢ desvalids g

5 50ks : prescindo, dign, de taatos titalos, gus
s tane 3 la innortalidad , para fur suldvante la
o at@ncion en [» gue estamongiends y ssuarando
08 { hiticra reannciads la Awodifugd. Se
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“«Rbriad, e n:a viriud dan hercicn y tan ewis
 wehte, guc yo no s si Aa temido modelo, y
w dézipern de que tenga imitahwvs.  Pero gué #
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e eleve tazlo sobre sus Concindadanns que los
w egmima con s gloria, y wo trateremos 3 los
on noblee y patrictions

R TR 2 -permmittradeesalis deesie i
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o odado guir muchs LiEmpo w misno howba ly
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xesodel Congreso por el ndmero de los Legis-

tadores , y por la naturaleza dal Senaco, he
procurado arle una base fixa 3 este primer

Cuerpo de la n~acion, y revestiriv de uns |
consideracizn imprortantisima para el exito
de sus funciones soberanas.

« Separand. con limites bien sefialados 1a Ju.
risdiccion ¥ wecutiva , de la Jurisdiccion Legis-
lativa, uo me L propuesto dividir sino enlazar
con los viaculos de la armonia que nace ce la
Independencia, estas potestades Supremas cuyo
choque prolungado junas ha dejado de aterrer
i uno de los contendiences. Quando desco
atribuir al Execotivo una suma de facultad
superior 3 la que Antes gozaba, no ke dqse.x\lo
autorizar un Despdaa jara que tiranice la
Republica, sino impedir que el dJespctismo
del:berance no tea la causa inmediata Jde un
cirvulo de vicisitudes despdticas en que alterus-
tivamente la anarquia sea reemplazada por la]
oligarquia, y por i monocracia, Al pedir,
I estabilidad de los Jueces, la creacion de
Juradgs, y un nuevo Cidigo, he pedidq al
Coagreso Ta garantrde la Libectad Civil , la
mas preciosa, la mas justa , 14 mas necesaria,
£0- una palabra’, la Onica Libertad , pued que
sin_ella {is. demas.son nulas. He pedido.la
correccion de los mas Tamentables abusos que
sifre puestro Judicatura, por su origen vicio.o
de ese pidlago s

2O P ]
semcj:\mr; al tiempo recoge de todis las edades,
y de tados los hombres, asi las obras de la
deméncia como las del talento, asi lag pro-,
ducciones ‘seusatas como las estravagantés,,
3105 monamsntos del ingenio como s
det capricho. * Esta Funtclopedin Judicaria—
Monstruo de diez mil cabezas, que hasa
ahora ha sido el azare de los puehios Espatoles,
w5 el 5900’0 mas refizs 1o que la cdlera del
Ciclo ha prerido de-cargar sobre este desdis
by Tinper o

wMedann
norar el cacdlee y 1, constarbres gue v
y dude, wee e sentilo

]

e el n o elreiiade reve.

fabandono i vuestra soberana cecision la red

" su; dignos galar.ones.
ago . de Legislacion Espaiiola que,]

tiverio em armas de Libertad. Si, los que '}
antes eran Esclavos, ya son Libres: lus que
iites eran enemigos ue una Madrasta, y2 son
Deferfores de-una Paria.  Evcareceros lay
Jusiicia, 12 necesivad, y la beneficercia d¥
«sia mediaz, es superfluo quando vosotrop
sabeis la historia e los Helotas, de Espartice,
y o¢ Hayti: quando vesotros sabeis que no,
se puede scr Libre y Esclavo 2 la vez, sino,
violanco i la vez las Leyes naturales, lag,
Jayes politicas, y las Leyes civiles. Yo'

forma & la revocacion de todos mis Estatutos|
{y Decretas s pero yo imyloro la- confirmacion
.o 12 Libertad absoluta Je los Esclavos, como
imploraria mi vida, y la vida de la Repuliica.
_a.Representaros la historia Militar de Vene-’
zuel3, seria recordaros la historfa del heroisme ;
que Venezuela ha entrado en el gran quacro }
Je los Sacrificios hechos sobre el Altar ce la
Libertad, Nala ha podido llenar los nobles
pechm de nuestros generoms guerreros « sino
los honores sub!imes que ‘se tributan a los Hien-
hechores del género humano. No ccmba-
‘fiendo -+ el joaer, ni por lafortuna, nj
aun or L. gloria, sino tansolo por laLibe tad,]
1 titulos (e Libertadores ce la Republica, son
Yo, pues, fundando
una'tocie fad sagrata coa estos inclitos Laronps,
) he instituido el Or.en de los Libertadores de
Venczuely ;-—chisla‘ores! 3 vosutros per
cenece lis fucultales de conceser honores y
lecoraciones, vaestro es el deber Je exercer
este acto augusto Je la grattud nacional.

« [ombres quesse han Jesyrenuido de todos
dos gozes, de rodos los bienes que dntes yoseiin,
como el producto de su virtud y tleatos:
hambres que hin esperimentago quanto es{
cruel on una guerra horrorosa , pajeciendo las
privacicres pas dclorosas, y los tormentos §
mz; ace1bos 3 hembres tan benemérito . ge fa
.‘rr‘m'n . han Jdebiso Hamar la atencion del’
: Gobirrno, encorsequencia he mandado recoms

Jaanhiaa ge Lavearar uo Pocer Moial, saagg ] @narios €on le: bienes de la Nacion, 51 he ;
del fando e L obscury s ety L v de el R U aatiuilo qara con el Pueblo alguna especie
lhscolenlidas Layes oot nrasaren, 2lgun {de 0, pito A sus Reprecentantes oigan }.

trempo, hivistudentre tos Litieyos y Romanas.
Loy puede wer tes o por ue andido delirio)’
s no oy impoaib'e, 3 yo me lisongeo (e no
- lidarcs eatgranianze Lnoopensamicn'o que
mciorad v por Lo esperencia y las luces, puede
dlepar 4 seranuy elicas.

« Horeanzado

i

e I divergencin que ha'
~v= 10y dehe reynar entrenosotros por el
© e sl qae caracteriza al Goblerno Fede.
1.0+ e sido areateaJo 3 rogares pira gns
afopreis el Cencralismo y la reunion de todes

1. Eaaados de Veaczuela en vna Replblied,
sola ¢ mdoviadle, Lsta medicia, en minpiiion
uryentd, vitd, redontora, o de il naturaleza,

ton

«q ¢ sinclia, el tut de cuestra rogene
sera la muerca,

w Mi deber e., Legislidores, pre.cisares
wn quadro prolino y fiel de mi Administraciot
FPoitica, Cinrl, 3 bleliar, mas seria cansae
demasiado tuestra importante atencion, y pri-
VArog en este Mmomiato de un tifmpo (an pre-
cioso como urgenie.  En conscioncia, les
Seceetaros de Listato darin cuznta ul Congresy
de suy diferentes Departamentos exibiendu &
Juismp tizmpo los Docwmeagos y Archizof ue
3crviria de ilustracion para tomar un exacto
\conocinicnto del estado real y positivo de 1
Repivlica, J

“ Yo noos hablicia de los actos mas notables
de i rando, sioestos no incumbiesen 3 la
miayoria de los Venezolanos, Se trara , Seiior
e los resoluciones mas inporiantes de este;
ltino pesiodo.  La atoe é impia esclavitdd!
t”‘b:'u con su n.gro manto la tierra de Vened
EUER, Ponaestri Cielo se hatlaba recargado,.
6 tempestioves Nulss que amenazabin un,
wiluvjonde. fuenr. Yo imploré la nro(:ccion‘
;:\:ﬁuﬁr‘: 1‘1 humaviad, y lucgola Reden-'

0 Jas temnesrades.  La -esclavitud

’

Fris 2 como el premio Je mi (ébiles ser-
: viclss, - Que el Congreso ordere la distribucion
j e los Dienes Nacionales,, confurme 3 la Ley
e p nombre de fa Reptbl a hie deretado i
beadkizio de los Milvares Vinezolanes.

«Yaque perinfiniros triunfos hizmos logndo
lar.o'..\.lur las hozges ‘E’par‘\o_‘;n, desesperada
‘h Certe de Madrul ha pretendido- sorprender
Pvanamente la conciancia de los: magninimos
Sobernos qué acabin de estirpar fa usurpasion
y la tirania en Ixropa., y deben ser los protec-
tores de by legitimidad, y de-la Tustizia de 1
Causv Amlricana.’ “Incdpaz de alcanzar con
‘sas 33025 Pu2stra sudision récurre la Espafia 3
sa poltica insidiasa: no pudiendo vencernos
ha querids emplear sis artes suspicaces.—
Fernan 1o re ha hamiliado husta confesar que
ha menester de la proieccion exu:ng‘c;—; pora;
rétornarnes 1 su ignominioso yugo ; 3 un yugof
quetodo poder es nulo para imponésfo !—i
Cdtevencida Venezuela de poseer las fuerzas
‘sufizivutes pararepeler i sus opresores, haprosj
numclado ‘por et brgano del Gobierflo', s
Lhkiina valuntad de' combatir hasta espira. |
: ror-defarder $u vida politica, no solo’ doat'a
la Espaiia , smo contra todos los hombres «
si todnslos hombres se hubiesen degradadoe:
tanto, que abrazasen la defensa de un Gobi-
erno devorador, cuyos Unicos moviles son unal
Espada esterminadora , y las llumas de la In-!
quisicion.  Un Gobierno que yi no quxerel
dominios, sing desiertos : Ciudades, sino rui-,
nas; vasallos, ‘sino.tumbas. La Declaracion)
de la Repudlica de Venezueva es la Acta mas |
glariosl, mas Lieroica, mas digna de un Pueblo»"
Libre 3 es 12 que con mayor satisfaccion tengo
el honor lc ofrecer al Congreso ya sancionada )
por 13 expresion nninime del Pueblo Librel
g

rompid sus gritlos, y Venezuela se L yisto
70 '¢aaa de nuevos hijos, de hijos agradecidos
quer han convertiae los inssrumentos de 4 ¢au-

! ndestry Exército carecia de§lementos

e Venczuela.
f
(

Re; iblicano encre los Antiguos : seria ceriros. ©

ful:2d0 municiones: sicrapre ha estado mal equi-
Ahora los Scldados Defensores de s
Independencia o solamente estan armados d2
i Justicia, sino tamsbien dela fuerza. 213231
:rrras puedsn medirse con lis mas telectas da
Luropa, ya que no bay desigualdad en los
redios destructores. 'T'an grandes ventajas las,
‘hemos 2 la liberalidad sin limites de algunos
rosos ‘extrangeros que han visto gemir la
nuinanidad y sucumbir Ja <ausa dsfa razon, y
no 12 han visto tranquilos espectadores, sino
+jue han volado con sus protectores atxilics, y
han prestado 2 12 Republica quanto ella nace-
sitaba para hacer triunfar sus principios filan.
trépicos. Estos amigos de 1a humanidad sen
los genios custodios de la ‘América, y 3 ellos
somos deudores de un eterno’ reconocimiento
«como igt de un limiento religioso,
a las sagradas obligacidnes que con ellos bimos
i La deuda N; 1, Legisladores,’
es e! depbsito de la fé, del honor, y de la
graygtud | de Venezuela. Respetadla como la
Arca Satia, que encierra no tanto los derechos
de nuestros bierhechores , quanto la gloria de
nuestra. fidelidad.  Perezcamos primero, que
quecbrantar un empeiio que ha salvado la Patria,
y L vida de sus hijos. .
4 La reunion de la Nueva Granada y Vene.
2uela en un grande Estado, ha sido el voto upis
forme de los pueblos y Gobierno de estas Repi.
blicas. La suerte deia guerra ha verificado este
enlaze tan anclado por todoy los Colombiunos ;
de hecho estamos incorporados. *Ertos pueblos
hermranos ya os han confiado'sus intereses , ‘sus
derechos sus destig plar la reyni
de e<(a inmensa comarca , mialma se remonta 3
la eminencia que exige ‘1a- perspectiva colosal ,
que ofrece un quadro tan asombroso. . Volandp
por entre las proximas edades, mi imaginacion
se fixa en los siglos futuros, y observando'desde
allim' con admiracion y pasmo, laprosperidad,
el explendor’, la vida que ha recibido esta basen
region, me sirnto arrebatado y-me parece que
ya la veo em el corazon del universo , estendi.
endose sobre sus dilatadas costas ertre esos
oceanos que la naturaleza habia siparado, y
que nuestra Patria renne con prolengades y
anchurosos canales.  Ya la veo servir de lazo,
de centro, de emporeo 2 la familia humana.
Ya lo veo enviundo a todos los recintos de la
tierra los tesoros que abiigan sus montadns de
platdy de aro.  Ya la veo distyibuyendo por
sus divinas plantas la sa'vd y Ja vida 3 les
hombres dolicntes del antigno universo. a
la veo comunicando sus preciosds secretos i los
sabios que ignoran quan sopericr es Ja suma de
las luces, 2 la suma de las riquezas, que le
ha prodigado la naturaleza. Ya la veo sentada
sobre el Trono de lalibertad empunando el cetro*
de la Justicia, coronada por 1aGloria, mostrar al
-mundo antiguola magestad del mundo moderno.
' «Digracs, Legisladores, acoger con indul.
neia, la prefesion de mi conciencia politiea ;
os dltimos votes de mi corazon, y los ruegos
fervorases que 2 nombre del pueblo me atrevo
a dirizihos.  Dignaos conceder ¥ Venezyela
un Gobierno eminentemente péopular, eminens
temente justo, emineriemente moral, que en.
cadene 12 opresion, la anarquia y Ja culpa. Un
Gobierno que haga reynur la inocencia, la
humanidad, y lapaz. Un Gobierno que haga
triunfar haxo el imperio de Leyes inexérables o
la igualdad 'y la libertad. !
¢ Seiicr , empezad vuestras
cerminado las mias.”

'
funciones, yo be

Ayer ha Uegndo 3 cobn pliza el Coranel Bormas
que wiene deb Exércitode Apwie del ol se separh
el 9 del corriente. Ll ha participado vérbalmente
al Gubierna la completn  derrota que swfrib un
‘Destacamente enemigo de 600 hombres de Codu.
Ueria que destind Morillo d recoger pawado para
la subsistencia de su exfrcitn. - Ademas asinde otres
detalles muy interesantes sobre la- siivacion de
nuestras fuerras y las del enemign. que acamtonado
en ln ribera del Arauca 1o puede moverse ni dista-
car del grueso del exéicilo un' cucrpo que no sea
de:truido por nuestras tropas que lo observan de
rcs, impdiendole , sacar mingun partide , ni
ventaja del pais, € interceptandole porla espalds
today sus . comunicacioncs. - Aguardamos por wo-
mentn parle oficial por eicrito de tan lisongeros
ralizias.

e ————

“ Dyide 1a segunda &pdea de la Republica
Iy

siompre ha entado deseymadd s ' siempee lo'han

S——

’ ‘&'—Réﬁﬂli'j\', l-vrprtur del Gobrerno.
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ADDRESS

DELIVERED BY THE LIBERATOR IN ANGOSTURA,
oN THE 15TH or FEBRUARY, 1819, AT THE OPENING OF THE
SECOND NATIONAL CONGRESS OF VENEZUELA.

GGENTLEMEN:

Happy is the citizen who under the protection of the army of his
command has convoked National Sovereignly to exercise its absolute
will! I, therefore, count myself among those most favored by Divine
Providence since I have had the honor to gather the Representatives of
the People of Venezuela in this August Congress. the source of legiti-
matc authority, depository of sovercign will and the arbiter of the
Destiny of the Nation.

In transferring to the Representatives of the People the Supreme
Power with which I have been entrusted, 1 fulfill the wishes of my own
heart, thosc of my fellow citizens and those of our future generations
which expect everything from your wisdom, uprightness and prudence.
In discharging this sweet duty, I free myself from the overburdening
of immense authority and the unlimited responsibility weighing upon
my weak shoulders! Only a compelling necessity coupled with the
commanding will of the People could have made me assume the tre-
mendous and dangerous charge of Dictator Supreme Chief of the Re-
public. But I can breathe casier now in handing back to you that
authority, which I have succeeded in maintaining with so much risk,
difficulty and hardships amid the most awful (ribulations that could
cver afflict any social political body.

The epoch in the life of the Republic over which I have presided
has not been a merce political storm; it has been neither a bloody war,
nor yet one of popular anarchy. It has been indeed, the development
of all disorganizing elements; it has been the flooding of an infernal
torrent which has overwhelmed the land of Venezuela. A man, aye,
such a man as T am, what check could he oftfer to the march of such
devastation? In the midst of this sca of woes I have simply been a
mere plaything of the revolutionary storm, which tossed me about like
a frail straw. I could do neither good nor harm. Irresistible forces
have directed the trend of our events. To attribute this to me would
not be fair, it would be assuming an importance which I do not merit. Do
you desire to know who are the authors of past events and the present
order of things? Consult then the Annals of Spain, of America, of
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Venezuela; examine the Laws of the Indies, the rule of the old exccu-
tives; the influence of religion and of foreign domination; obscrve the
first acts of the Republican Government, the ferocity of our cnemies
and our national temperament. Do not ask me what are the effects of
such mishaps, ever to be lamented. I can scarcely be accounted for
but as a mere instrument of the great forces which have been at work
in Venezuela. However, my life, my conduct, all my acts, both public
and private, are subject to censure by the people. Representatives!
You are to judge them. I submit the history of my tenurc of office to
your impartial decision; I shall not add one thing more to excuse it; 1
have already said all that could be my apology. If I deserve your ap-
proval, I have attained the sublime title of a good citizen, to me prefer-
able to that of Liberator, given me by Venezuela, that of Pacificator,
which Cundinamarca accorded me, and all the titles that the whole
world could bestow upon me.

Legislators! I deposit in your hands the supreme command of
Venezuela. Yours is now the august duty of devoting yourselves to
achieving the happiness of the Republic; you hold in your hands the
scales of our destinies, the measure of our glory; your hands will seal
the decrces insuring our Liberty. At this moment the Supreme Chief
of the Republic is nothing but a plain citizen, and such he wishes to
remain until death. I will serve, however, in the career of a soldier
while there are enemies in Venezuela. The country has a multitude of
most worthy sons capable of guiding her; talents, virtucs, experience,
and all that is required to direct free men, are the patrimony of many
of those who are represeniing the people here; and outside of this
Sovereign Body, there are citizens, who at all times have shown their
courage in facing danger, prudence in avoiding it, and the art, in shorl,
to govern themselves and of governing others. These illustrious men
undoubtedly merit the vote of Congress, and they will be entrusted with
the Government that I have just resigned so cordially and sincerely and
forever.

The continuation of authority in the same person has frequently
proved the undoing of democratic governments. Repeated clections
are cssential to the system of popular government, because there is
nothing so dangerous as to suffer Power to be vested for a long time in
onc citizen. The people become accustomed to obeying him, and he
becomes accustomed to commanding, hence the origin of usurpation
and tyranny. A proper zeal is the guarantee of republican liberty, and
our citizens must very justly fear that the same Magistrate who has
governed them for a long time, may continue to rule them forever.
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And, now that by this act of adherence to the Liberty of Venczuela,
I can aspire to the glory of being counted among her most faithful
lovers, permit me, Sirs, to state with the frankness of a true republican,
my respectful opinion regarding the scope of this Project of « Constitu-
tion, which I take the liberty to submit, as a token of the sincerity and
candor of my sentiments. As this is a question involving the welfare of
all, I venture to believe that I have the right to be heard by the Repre-
sentatives of the People. Well I know that in your wisdom you have
no need of counsel; I am also awarc that my project may perhaps
appear to you erroneous and impracticable. But, Sirs, receive with
benevolence this work which is a tribute of my sincere submission to
Congress rather than the outcome of a presumptuous levity. On the
other hand, your functions being the creation of a body politic, and, onc
might say, the creation of an entire community surrounded by all the
difficulties offered by a situation—a most peculiar and difficult one—
the voice of a citizen may perhaps point out a hidden or unknown
danger.

By casting a glance over the past, we shall see what is the basic
clement of the Republic of Venezuela.

America, on becoming separated from the Spanish monarchy,
found itself like the Roman Empire, when that enormous mass fell {o
pieces in the midst of the ancient world. Each dismembered portion
formed then an independent nation in accordance with its situation or
its interests, the difference being that those members established anew
their former associations. We do not even preserve the vestiges of
what once we were; we are not Europeans, wec are not Indians, but an
intermediate species between the aborigines and the Spaniards—Ameri-
cans by birth and Europeans in right, we arc placed in the dilemma
of disputing with the natives our titles of possession and maintaining
ourselves in the country where we were born, against the opposition of
the invaders. Thus, ours is a most extraordinary and complicated case.
Moreover, our part has always been a purely passive one; our political
cxistence has always been null, and we find ourselves in greater diffi-
culties in attaining our Iiberty than we cver had when we lived on a
plane lower than servitude, becausc we had been robbed not only of
liberty but also of active and domestic tyranny. Allow me to explain
this paradox.

In an absolute régime, authorized power does not admit any limits.
The will of the despot is the supreme law, arbitrarily executed by the
subordinates who participate in the organized oppression according to
the measure of the authority they enjoy.
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They are intrusted with civil, political, military and rcligious func-
tions; but in the last analysis, the Satraps of Persia are Persians, the
Pashas of the Great Master are Turks, the Sultans of Tartary are Tar-
tars. China does not send for her Mandarins to the land of Genghis-
khan, her conqueror. America, on the contrary, received all from
Spain, which had really deprived her of true enjoyment and exercise of
active tyranny, by not permitting us to share in our own domestic
affairs and interior administration. This deprivation had made it im-
possible for us to become acquainted with the course of public affairs:
neither did we enjoy that personal consideration which the glamour of
power inspires in the eyes of the multitude, so important in the great
revolutions. I will say, in short, we were kept in estrangement, absenl
from the universe and all that relates to the science of government.

The people of America having been held under the triple yoke ol
ignorance, tyranny and vice, have not been in a position to acquire
cither knowledge, power or virtue. Disciples of such pernicious mas-
ters, the lessons we have received and the examples we have studied,
are most destructive. We have been governed more by deception than
by force, and we have been degraded more by vice than by superstition.
Slavery is the offspring of Darkness; an ignorant people is a blind tool,
turned to its own destruction; ambition and intrigue exploit the
credulity and inexperience of men foreign to all political, economical
or civil knowledge; mere illusions are accepted as reality, license is
taken for liberty, treachery for patriotism, revenge for justice. Even
as a sturdy blind man who, relying on the feeling of his own strength,
walks along with the assurance of the most wideawake man and, strik-
ing against all kinds of obstacles, can not steady his steps.

A perverted people, should it attain its liberty, is bound to lose this
very soon, because it would be useless to try to impress upon such people
that happiness lies in the practice of righteousness; that the reign of
law is more powerful than the reign of tyrants, who are more inflexible,
and all ought to submit to the wholesome severity of the law; that good
morals, and not force, are the pillars of the law and that the exercise of
justice is the exercise of liberty. Thus, Legislators, your task is the
more laborious because you are to deal with men misled by the illu-
sions of error, and by civil incentives. Liberty, says Rousseau, is a
succulent food, but difficult to digest. Our feeble fellow-citizens will
have to strengthen their mind much before they will be ready to as-
similate such wholesome nourishment. Their limbs made numb by
their fetters, their eyesight weakened in the darkness of their dungeons
and their forces wasted away through their foul servitude, will they
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be capable of marching with a firm step towards the august temple of
Liberty? Will they be capable of coming close to it, and admiring the
light it sheds, and of breathing freely its pure air? '

Consider well your decision, Legislators. Do not forget that you
are about to lay the foundations of a new pcople, which may some day
rise to the heights that Nature has marked out for it, provided you
make those foundations proportionate to the lofty place which that
people is to fill. If your selection be not made under the guidance of
the Guardian Angel of Venezuela, who must inspire you with wisdom
to choose the nature and form of government that you are to adopt
for the welfare of the people; if you should fail in this, I warn you, the
end of our venture would be slavery.

The annals of past ages display before you thousands of govern-
ments. Recall to mind the nations which have shone most highly on
the earth and you will be grieved to see that almost the entire world
has been, and still is, a victim of bad government. You will find many
systems of governing men, but all are calculated to oppress them, and if
the habit of seeing the human race, led by shepherds of peoples, did not
dull the horror of such a revolting sight, we would be astonished to sce
our social species grazing on the surface of the globe, even as lowly
herds destined to feed their cruel drivers.

Nature, in truth, endows us at birth with the instinctive desire for
liberty; but whether because of negligence, or because of an inclination
inherent in humanity, it remains still under the bonds imposed on it.
And as we see it in such a state of debasement we seem to have recason
(o be persuaded that the majority of men held as a truth the humiliating
principle that it is harder to maintain the balance of liberty than to
cndure the weight of tyranny. Would to God that this principle, con-
trary to the morals of Nature, were false! Would to God that this
principle were not sanctioned by the indolence of man as regards his
most sacred rights!

Many ancient and modern nations have cast off oppression; but
those which have been able to enjoy a few precious moments of liberty
arc most rare, as they soon relapsed into their old political vices;
becausc it is the people more often than the government, that bring on
tyranny. The habit of suffering domination makes them insensible to
the charms of honor and national prosperity, and leads them to look
with indolence upon the bliss of living in the midst of liberty, under the
protection of laws framed by their own free will. The history of the
world proclaims this awful truth!

Only democracy, in my opinion, is susceptible of absolute freedom.
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But where is therc a democratic government that has united al the
same time power, prosperity and permanence? Have we not seen, on
the contrary, aristocracy, monarchy rearing great and powerful empires
for centuries and centuries? What government is there older than that
of China? What republic has exceeded in duration that of Sparta, that
of Venice? The Roman Empire, did it not conquer the world? Does
not France count fourteen centuries of monarchy? Who is greater than
England? These nations, however, have been, or still are, aristocracies
and monarchies.

Notwithstanding such bitter reflections, I am filled with unbounded
joy because of the great strides made by our republic since entering
upon its noble career. Loving that which is most useful, animated by
what is most just and aspiring to what is most perfect, Venezuela in
separating from the Spanish Nation has recovered her indcpendence,
her freedom, her equality, her national sovereignty. In becoming a
democratic republic, she proscribed monarchy, distinctions, nobility,
franchises and privileges; she declared the rights of man, the liberty
of action, of thought, of speech, of writing. These preeminently liberal
acts will never be sufficiently admired for the sincerity by which they
are inspired. The first Congress of Venezuela has impressed upon the
annals of our legislation with indelible characters the majesty of the
people, so fittingly expressed in the consummation of the social act
best calculated to develop the happiness of a Nation.

I need to gather all my strength in order to feel with all the rever-
cnce of which I am capable, the supreme goodness embodied in this
immortal Code of our rights and our laws! But how can I venture to
say it! Shall I dare profane by my censurc the sacred tablets of our
laws? There are sentiments that no lover of liberty can hold within
his breast; they overflow stirred by their own violence, and notwith-
standing the efforts of the one harboring such sentiments, an irresistible
force will disclose them. I am convinced that the Government of
Venezuela must be changed, and while many illustrious citizens will
feel as I do, not all possess the necessary boldness to stand publicly for
the adoption of new principles. This consideration compels mc to
take the initiative in a matter of the gravest concern, although there
is great audacity in my pretending to give advice to the Counsellors of
the People.

The more I admire the excellence of the Federal Constitution of
Venezuela, the more I am persuaded of the impossibility of its appli-
cation in our State. And, in my opinion, it is a wonder that its model
in North America may endure so successfully, and is not upset in the
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presence of the first trouble or danger. Notwithstanding the fact that
that people is a unique model of political virtues and moral education;
notwithstanding that it has been cradled in liberty, that it has been
reared in freedom and lives on pure liberty, I will say more, although
in many respects that people is unique in the history of humanity, it
is a prodigy, I repeat, that a system so weak and complicated as the
federal system should have served to govern that people in circum-
stances as difficult and delicate as those which have existed. But, what-
ever the case may be, as regards the American Nation, I must say that
nothing is further from my mind than to try to assimilate the conditions
and character of two nations as different as the Anglo-American and
the Spanish-American. Would it not be extremely difficult to apply to
Spain the Code of political, civil and religious liberty of England? It
would be even more difficult to adapt to Venezuela the laws of North
America. Does not the Spirit of Laws state that they must be suited to
the peopie for whom they are made; that it is a great coincidence when
the laws of one nation suit another; that laws must bear relation to
the physical features of a country, its climate, its soil, its situation,
extension and manner of living of the people; that they must have
reference to the degree of liberty that their constitution may be able
to provide for the religion of the inhabitants, their inclinations, wealth,
number, trade, customs and manners? Such is the Code that we should
consult, not that of Washington!

The Venezuelan Constitution, notwithstanding the fact that the
bases on which it rests have been taken from the most perfect consti-
tution of its kind,—should we consider correciness of principles and the
beneficent effect of its administration—differed essentially from the
American Constitution in a cardinal point, and the most important with-
out doubt. The Congress of Venezuela, like the American Congress,
shares in some of the duties of the Executive Power. We, moreover,
subdivide this power, having vested it in a collective body subject to
the objection of making the life of the government a periodical one.
suspending and dissolving it whenever their members separate. Our
triumvirate lacks, one may say, unity, continuity and individual re-
sponsibility, is deprived of action at a given moment, of continued life,
of real uniformity, and immediate responsibility, and a government that
does not possess everything that constitutes its moral force, must be
called incapable.

Although the faculties of the President of the United States arc
limited by excessive restrictions, he alone exercises by himself all the
functions of government that the Constitution vests in him, and there
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is no doubting that his administration must be more uniform, constant
and truly his own than that of a power divided among several persons,
which can be but a hideous composite. The judiciary power of Vene-
zuela is similar to the American, indefinite in its duration, temporary
and not for life, and enjoying all the independence appertaining to it.

The first Congress in its federal Constitution took into considera-
tion the spirit of the Provinces rather than the solid idea of creating a
republic indivisible and centralized. Our legislators in this instance
yielded to the inconsiderate request of thosc provincials captivated by
the dazzling appearance of the happiness of the American people, be-
lieving that the blessings they enjoy are solely due to the form of gov-
ernment and not to the character and habits of the citizens. In effect,
the example given by the United States, because of their rare pros-
perity, was too enticing not to be followed. Who could resist the
glorious attraction of the full and absolute enjoyment of sovereignty,
independence, liberty? Who could resist the admiration inspired by an
intelligent government which binds at the same time private and public
rights, and forms by common consent the supreme law of individual
choice? Who could resist the rule of a beneficent government that
with an able, active and powerful hand directs always and everywherc
all its activities towards social perfection, which is the sole end of human
institutions ?

But, no matter how flattering might appear and might be the effect
of this splendid federal syslem, it was not fcasible that Venezuelans
could enjoy it of a sudden just after having cast off their fetters. We
were not prepared for so much good; good as well as evil produces
death when it is sudden and excessive. Our moral constitution had not
attained yet thc necessary consistency to rcap the benefits of a govern-
ment cntirely representative and so exalted that it might be adopted to
a republic of saintly men.

Representatives of the Pcople! You have been called to confirm
or suppress whatever you may deem worthy of being preserved, amended
or rejected in our social compact. To your lot falls the correction of
the work of our first legislators; I would fain say that it behooves you
to cover a portion of the beauties found in our political code, becausc
not every heart is so made as to love all beauties, nor can all eyes stand
the heavenly light of perfection. The book of the Apostles, the doc-
trines of Jesus, the divine writings sent us by Providence to better man-
kind, so sublime, so holy, is a rain of fire in Constantinople, and
Asia entire would be a fiery conflagration should such a book of peace
be suddenly imposed as a code of religion, law and customs. Permit
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me to call the attention of Congress to a matter which may be of vital
importance. We must bear in mind that our population is not the
people of Europe, not of North America, that it is rather a composite
of Africa and America, which is an offspring of Europe. Spain herself
ceases to be European on account of her African blood, her institutions
and her temperament. It is impossible to point out with preciseness
to what human family we belong. The greater portion of the natives
has been annihilated, the European has mixed with the native American
and the African, and this has mixed again with the Indian and the
European. All having been born of the same mother, our parents, of
different origin and blood, are foreigners, and all differ visibly in color
of skin. This dissimilarity is a hindrance of the greatest importance.

The citizens of Venczucla all enjoy by the Constitution,—the in-
terpreter of what Nature intended,—a perfect political equality. Even
though this equality had not been a dogma in Athens, France and in
America, we need to make it such, to correct the difference that appar-
ently scems to exist. My opinion is, Legislators, that the fundamental
principle of our system depends immediately and exclusively on equality
being established and exercised in Venezuela. That men are all born
with equal rights to the benefits of society, has been sanctioned by the
majority of the learned; but it has also been sanctioned that not all men
are cqually capable of attaining every distinction; while all should prac-
tise virtue not all do practise it; all should be courageous and all are not
courageous; all should possess talents and all do not possess them. Hence
the real distinction existing among individuals of the most liberally
established society. If the principle of poltical equality is generally
acknowledged, that of physical or moral inequality is also recognized.
Nature has made men unequal as regards genius, temperament, strength
and characteristics. The laws correct that difference by giving man a
place in society so that education, industry, service, virtue may give him
a fictitious equality, properly called political and social equality. It is
an eminently beneficent inspiration that of reuniting all classes in a
State, where diversity multiples in proportion to the propagation of the
species. By this single step, cruel discord has been torn out by the
roots. How much jealousy, rivalry and hatred has been thus avoided!

Having done our duty towards justice, towards humanity, let us
do it now to politics, to society, by smoothing over the difficulties pre-
sented by a system so simple and natural, but so weak that the slightest
obstacle will upset and ruin it. The diversity of origin requires to
be handled with infinite firmness, with infinite delicate tact in order to
deal with an heterogeneous society whose complicated mechanism will
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become disjointed, divided, will dissolve at the slightest alteration.
The most perfect system of government is that which produces the
greatest sum of happiness possible, the greatest sum of social security
and political stability. Through the laws enacted by the first Congress
we have the right to expect that happiness be the lot of Venezuela, and
through your laws we must hope that security and stability will per-
petuate such happiness. It is for you to solve the problem. But how,
after having broken all the chains of our former oppression, could we
accomplish the marvelous task of preventing the remnants of our fet-
ters from being turned into liberticide weapons? The relics of Spanish
demination will last a long time before we succeed in annihilating them;
contagion of despotism has vitiated our atmosphere, and neither the
fire of war nor yet the remedy of our wholesome laws has succeeded in
purifying the air we breathe. Our hands are now free, while our hearts
still suffer the ills of servitude. Man in losing his liberty,—Homer has
said,—loses one-half of his manhood.

A republican government has been, is and must be that of Venec-
zuela, based on the sovereignty of the people, the division of power,
civil liberty, proscription of slavery, abolition of monarchy and privi-
leges. We need equality to recast, so to speak, in a single mass the
classes of men, political beliefs and public customs. Now, casting our
eye over the vast field to be surveyed, let us fix our attention on the
dangers to be avoided. Let History be our guide in this undertaking.
Athens is the first to give us the most brilliant example of an absolute
democracy, and at the same time Athens will offer the most melancholy
example of the extreme weakness of such a system of government. The
wisest among the legislators of Greece did not see his republic last ten
years, and suffered the humiliation of having to acknowledge the inade-
quacy of absolute democracy to govern any form of society, even the
most cultured, moderate and restrained, because it only shines with
flashes of liberty. We must acknowledge, therefore, that Solon has
undeceived the world and shown how difficult it is to govern men with
mere laws.

The republic of Sparta, which appeared to be a chimerical inven-
tion, did produce more real results than the skilful work of Solon.
Glory, virtues, morals, and therefore national happiness, were the result
of Lycurgus’ legislation. Although two kings to one State arc two dc-
vouring monsters, Sparta had very little to complain of its double throne,
while Athens confidently expected the most splendid future with an
absolute sovereignty, free election of officials, frequently changed, and
laws that were gentle, wise and politic. Pisistratus, a usurper and a
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tyrant, did more good to Athens than her laws, and Pericles, although
a usurper also, was the most useful citizen. The republic of Thebes did
not live longer than Pelopides and Epaminondas, because at times men
and not principles constitute a government. No matter how great the
wisdom contained in codes, systems and statutes, they are a dead letter
having but little influence in society; virtuous men, patriotic men,
learned men make the republic.

The Roman constitution has given the greatest power and fortune
to any one people in the world. It did not provide for an exact division
of powers. The Consuls, the Senate, the people now were legislators,
now executive officials, now judges; all participated in all the functions.
The Executive, consisting of two Consuls, had the same difficulty as that
of Sparta. Notwithstanding this shortcoming, the republic did not
suffer the disastrous results, which all prevision might have thought
unavoidable, of an Executive consisting of two officials having the same
authority with the powers of a monarch. A government, the only in-
clination of which was conquest, did not scem destined to cement the
happiness of the nation. A monstrous government, purely warlike,
raised Rome to the highest state of virtue and glory and made of the
earth a Roman domain as if to show man how far political virtue may
lead, and how unimportant institutions may be.

And passing now from ancient to modern times, we find England
and France attracting attention of all nations, and teaching them elo-
quent lessons of all sorts in the matter of government. The revolution
of these two great peoples, like a brilliant meteor, has flooded the world
with such a profusion of political light that now all thinking men have
learned what are the rights of men, what are their duties, what consti-
tues the excellency of a government and what its vices. All know how
to appreciate the intrinsic value of the speculative theories of modern
philosophers and lawmakers. In fine, that star, in its luminous career,
has even inflamed the heart of the apathetic Spaniards, who have also
entered the political whirlwind, have made ephemeral attempts at
liberty, have acknowledged their incapacity to live under the gentle
rule of law, and have gone back to their immemorial dungeons and
the stake.

This is the proper time, Legislators, to repeat what the eloquent
Volney says in the dedication of his Ruins of Palmyra: “To the rising
peoples of the Spanish Indies, to the generous men who lead them to
liberty. May the errors and misfortunes of the Old World teach wisdom
and happiness to the New World.” Let us not lose, then, the benefit of
the lessons drawn from experience, and may the schools of Greece,
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Rome, France, England and America instruct us in the difficult science
of creating and maintaining the nations under proper laws, just, legiti-
mate and above all useful. We must never forget that the superiority
of a government does not consist in its theories, or in its form, or in its
mechanism, but in its being appropriate to the nature and character of
the nation for which it has been instituted.

Rome and Great Britain are the two nations which have excelled
most among ancient and modern peoples. Both were born to rule and
to be free, but both were constituted not with dazzling forms of liberty,
but built on solid foundations. Hence, I recommend you, Representa-
tives, to study the British Constitution, which is the one that seems
destined to do the most possible good to the peoples that adopt it. But
no matter how perfect it may be, I am very far from suggesting a ser-
vile imitation. When I speak of the British Government, I only refer
to whatever it has of the republican system; and truly, could we call a
monarchy a system, that recognizes popular sovereignty, the division
and balance of power, civil liberty and the liberty of conscience, the
freedom of the press and everything which is sublime in politics? Could
there be any more liberty in any republic whatsoever? And, could any
more be said of social order? I recommend such constitution as the
most worthy of being taken as a model by all who yearn for the enjoy-
ment of the rights of men, and all political happiness compatible with
our frail nature.

Our fundamental laws would not be altered in the least should we
adopt a legislative power similar to the British Parliament. We have
divided, as Americans did, national representation into two Chambers,
the Representatives and the Senate. The first is very wisely constituted,
enjoys all the functions appertaining to it, and is not susceptible of a
radical reform, because it is the Constitution which gave it origin, form
and such faculties as the will of the people deemed necessary to be
legally and properly represented. If the Senate, instead of being elective
were hereditary, it would be, in my opinion, the foundation, the binding
tie, the very soul of our republic. This body would arrest the lightning
of government in our political storms, and would break the popular
waves. Attached to the government, because of its natural interest of
self-preservation, it will always oppose the invasions attempted by the
people against the jurisdiction and the authority of its rulers. We must
confess it: the generality of men fail to recognize what their real in-
terests are and constantly endeavor to asail them in the hands of their
trustees; and the individual struggles against the masses, and the masses
against the authorities. It is necessary, therefore, that a neutral body
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should exist in every government, always siding with the aggrieved
party to disarm the offender. This neutral body, to be such, must not
owe its origin to the eclection of the government, nor to the election of
the people, so as to enjoy a full measure of freedom, neither fearing nor
expecting anything from either of these two sources of authority. The
hereditary Senate, as a part of the people, shares in its interests, in its
sentiments, in its spirit. For this reason it is not to be presumed that a
hereditary Senate would disregard the popular interests or forget its
legislative duties. The Roman Senators and the Lords of London have
been the staunchest columns on which the structure of political and civil
liberty has been erected.

These Senators would be elected by Congress the first time. The
succession to the Senate should engage the first attention of the govern-
ment, which would educate them in a college specially devoted to in-
structing these tutors, future legislators of the country. They should
learn the arts, sciences and letters, the accomplishments of the mind of
public men; from childhood they should know the career to which
Providence has destined them, and from a tender age they should
temper their soul to the dignity awaiting them.

The creation of a hereditary Senate would be in nowise a violation
of political equality; I do not pretend to establish a nobility because, as
a famous republican has said, it would be to destroy at the same time
equality and liberty. It is a calling for which candidates must be pre-
pared; it is an office requiring much knowledge and the proper means
to become learned in it. Everything must not be left to chance and for-
tunc in the elections; the people are more easily deceived than Nature
perfected by art, and although it is true that these Senators would not
spring from the womb of Perfection, it is also true that they would
spring from the womb of a learned education. On the other hand, the
liberators of Venezuela are entitled to hold, always, a high rank in the
republic which owes its existence to them! 1 believe that posterity
would grieve to sce the effacement of the illustrious names of their first
henefactors. I say, moreover, that it is a matter of public interest, of
the gratitude of Venezuela, of national honor, to preserve with glory
to the end of posterity a race of men of virtues, prudence and valor,
who mastering all obstacles have founded the republic at the cost of
the most heroic sacrifices. And if the people of Venezuela do not
applaud the elevation of their benefactors, they are unworthy of being
a free people, and never will be free.

A hereditary Senate, I repeat, will be the fundamental support of
the Legislative Power and, therefore, the basis of the entire govern-
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ment. It will equally serve to counterbalance both the government and
the people; it will be an intermediate power that would blunt the
shafts those two eternal rivals direct against each other. In all con-
flicts, the calm reasoning of a third party becomes the means of recon-
ciliation; thus, the Scnate of Venezuela will be the keystone of this
structure so delicate and so liable to violent shocks; it would be the
rainbow which calms the storms and maintains harmony between the
members and the head of this political body.

Nothing whatever could corrupt a legislative body vested with the
highest honors, self-dependent, having nothing to fear from the people,
and nothing to expect from the government; having no other object
than the repression of all elements of evil, and the fostering of all ele-
ments of good, and having the greatest interest in the existence of a
society, in the good or bad results of which it must participate. It has
been very justly said that the Upper House of England is invaluable to
the nation because it is a bulwark to liberty, and I may add, that the
Senate of Venezuela would be not only a bulwark to liberty but a sup-
port to make the republic everlasting.

The British Executive Power is clothed with all the sovereign
authority devolving upon it, but it is also surrounded by a triple line
of dikes, barriers and stockades. It is the Chief of the Government, but
its Ministers and subordinates rely more on the laws than on its
authority, because they are personally responsible, and not even the
orders coming from the Royal Authorities could exempt them from
such responsibility. It is the Commander-in-Chief of the Army and
Navy; it makes peace and declares war, but it is Parliament that gen-
erally votes the sums to be paid to the military forces. If the courts
and judges are dependent on it, the laws originate in Parliament which
approves them. In order to neutralize this authority, the person of the
King is inviolable and sacred, and while leaving the head free, the hands
are bound. The Sovereign of England has three formidable rivals:
his Cabinet, responsible to the people and Parliament; the Senate which
defends the interests of the people as representatives of the nobility
of which it consists, and the House of Commons, acting as the organ
and mouthpiece of the British people. Moreover, as the judges are
responsible for the proper application of the laws, they never deviate
from them and the administrators of the Exchequer, being liable to
prosecution not only for their own transgressions, but also for those
of the government itself, guard most carefully against any malversation
of the public moneys. No matter how the nature of the Executive
Power of England is examined nothing can be found to lead to the
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belief that it is not the most perfect model, whether for a kingdom, an
aristocracy, or a democracy. Let us apply to Venezuela this sort of
Executive Power in the person of a President appointed by the people
or their representatives, and we would have taken a great step toward
national happiness.

Whoever be the citizen discharging these functions he will be sup-
ported by the Constitution; being authorized to do good, he can not
do harm, because whenever he is acting under the law, his Ministers will
cooperate with him. If, on the other hand, he attempts to violate the
law, his own Ministers would leave him isolated in the midst of the
Republic, and may even impeach him before the Senate. The Ministers
being responsible for any transgressions committed, they are the true
governing powers, because they have to pay for their own misdeeds.
Of no little advantage in the system is the obligation resting on the offi-
cials near the Exccutive Power to take great interest and a most active
part in the deliberations of the government and to look on this depart-
ment as if it were their own. It may happen that the President is not a
man of great talents or great virtues, but notwithstanding the lack of
these essential qualifications the President may perform his duties in a
satisfactory manner, as in such cases the Ministry, doing all, bears the
burden of the State. -

However excessive the authority of the Executive Power of England
may appear to be, it might not be excessive in the Republic of Venezuela.
Here, Congress has bound the hands and cven the head of the officials.
This deliberative body has assumed a portion of the Executive func-
tions, against the maxim of Montesquicu, that a representative body
must not take any active resolution; it must make the laws and see
whether the laws made are properly cxecuted. Nothing is more con-
trary to harmony between powers than having them mix; nothing is
more dangerous to the pcople than a weak Exceutive, and if in a King-
dom it has been deemed necessary to grant the Executive so many
faculties, in a republic these faculties are much more indispensable.

Let us direct our attention to this difference, and we will find that
the balance of power must be distributed in two ways. In republics the
Executive must be the stronger, because everything conspires against
it, while in monarchies the stronger must be the Legislative Power,
because everything conspires in favor of the monarch. The veneration
of peoples for Royalty is a fascination which has powerful influence in
increasing the superstitious respect paid to its authority. The splendor
of the throne, of the crown, of the purple, the formidable support of
nobility, the immense wealth that whole generations accumulate under
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the same dynasty, the fraternal protection that kings mutually reccive,
are very considerable advantages in favor of royal authority, making it
almost unlimited. These very advantages are, therefore, those which
must confirm the necessity of granting a republican Executive a greater
authority than that possessed by a constitutional prince.

A republican Executive is a man isolated in the midst of a com-
munity, to restrain the impulse of the people towards license, the in-
clination of judges and administrators towards the abuse of the law.
He is responsible to the Legislative body, the Senate and the people;
he is one single man resisting the combined attack of the opinions, the
interests and the passions of the social state, which, as Carnot has said,
does nothing but continually struggle between the desire to dominate
and that of getting away from domination. He is, in short, an athlecte
pitted against a multitude of athletes.

The only means to correct this weakness would be a well supported,
well proportioned force against the resistance which the Legislative
Power, the Judiciary and the People necessarily oppose to the Executive
in a republic. If all the means that a just distribution of authority
grants the Executive are not placed within its reach, it will necessarily
become null or will misuse its own powers. I mean that it will be the
death of the government, whose heirs are anarchy, usurpation and
tyranny. It is sought to restrain executive authority with restrictions
and obstacles; nothing is more just, but it must be borne in mind that
the ties, the preservation of which is desired, must be strengthened,
but not tightened.

Let us strengthen, then, the entire system of government, and sec
to it that the balance be established so that it will not break, and that
ils own sensitiveness be not a cause of decadence. As there is no form
of government weaker than democracy, its structure must be built with
great solidity, and its institutions carefully studied to insure stability.
If it be not so, we must be sure that a trial government, and not a per-
manent system, is being established; we must reckon with an ungovern-
able, tumultuous and anarchical society, not with a social establish-
ment where happiness, peace and justice hold sway.

Let us not be presumptuous, Legislators, let us be moderate in our
pretentions. It is not likely that we should attain that which humanity
has not succeeded in attaining, what the greatest and wisest nations
never attained. Indefinite liberty, absolute democracy are the rocks
upon which all republican hopes have been wrecked. Cast your eye
over the ancient republics, the modern republics, the rising republics;
almost all have tried to establish themselves as absolute democracies,
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and almost all have failed in their just aspirations. They are praise-
worthy, undoubtedly, who wish for legitimate institutions and social
perfection! But, who has told men that they possess already all the
wisdom, that they practice all the virtues uncompromisingly demanded
by the union of power and justice. Only angels, not mere men, can
cxist free, peaceful, happy, while exercising all the sovereign power.

The people of Venezuela already enjoy the rights they can legiti-
mately and easily enjoy. Let us moderate, now, the pressure of exces-
sive pretentions, which the form of a government not suited to their
needs might perhaps excite. Let us abandon the federal forms not
suited to us; let us abandon the triumvirate of the Executive Power and
center it in one President; let us grant him sufficient authority to enable
him to struggle against the obstacles anent our recent condition, the
stale of war wc are in, and the kind of foreign and domestic enemies
against whom we will have to battle for a long time. Let the Legislative
Power relinquish the functions belonging to the Executive and acquire.
notwithstanding, a new consistency, a new influence in the balance of
authority. Let the courts be strengthened by the stability and inde-
pendence of the judges, the creation of juries, and civil and criminal
codes not dictated by antiquity, nor by conquering kings, but by the
voice of Nature, by the cry of Justice and by the genius of Wisdom.

My desire is that all parts of government and administration should
require that degrec of vigor that can only preserve the equilibrium, not
among the members of the government itself, but among the different
fractions of which our society consists. It would be of no importance
that the springs of a political system become loose hecause of weakness,
if this condition should not mean a general dissolution of the social
body and the ruin of its members. The cries of humanity on the battle-
fields or in the mobs, clamor to Heaven against the inconsiderate and
blind legislators who have thought that experiments with chimerical
institutions can be made with impunity. All the peoples in the world
have tried to attain liberty, some by the force of arms, others by framing
laws, passing successively from anarchy to despotism, or from despotism
to anarchy. There are very few who have been contented with mod-
crate pretensions by constituting themselves in a manner more in keeping
with their means, their minds and their circumstances. We do not af-
tempt the impossible, lest by soaring above the region of liberty we
might descend to the region of tyranny. From absolute liberty we
always descend to absolute power, and the mean between these two
extremes is supreme social liberty. Absiract theories produce the per-
nicious idea of unlimited freedom. Let us work to the end that the
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public force be confined within the bounds that reason and interest de-
mand; that national will be restrained to the limit marked out by a
just power; that a civil and criminal legislation, analogous to our
present constitution, have an absolute control over judicial power.
Then that equilibrium will exist and there will be no classes to hinder
the onward march of the State, and there will be no complications tram-
meling up society instead of binding it together.

In order to form a stable government the basis is required of a
national spirit, the object of which is a uniform tendency toward two
capital points: to moderate the popular will, and to limit public author-
ity. The terms which theoretically fix these two points are of difficult
determination, but it can be well imagined that the rule which must
govern is reciprocal restriction, in order to have the least friction pos-
sible between that will and legitimate authority. This science is uncon-
sciously acquired through practice and study. Progress of education
broadens the progress of practice, while uprightness of mind widens the
progress of enlightenment.

Love of country, love of law, love of the authorities, are the noble
passions which must have exclusive sway in a republican soul. The
Venezuelans love their country, but do not love their laws, because these
were noxious and the source of evil; nor could they love their authori-
ties, because they were unjust, and the new authoritics arc scarcely
known in their new calling. If there is not a holy respect for the
country, the laws and the authoritics, society becomes a disorder, an
abyss; an individual conflict between man and man, and hand to hand.

In order to bring our rising republic out of this chaos, all our
moral power will not be sufficient unless we cast the entire mass of the
people in one single body, the composition of the government in one
single body, legislation in onc single body, and national spirit in onc
single body. Union, Union, Union, must be our motto. Our citizens are
of different blood, let us mix it for the sake of union; our constitution
has divided the powers, let us bind them together for the sake of union;
our laws are sorry relics of all the ancient and modern despotisms; let
us demolish such an awful structure. Let it fall, and discarding cven its
ruins let us create a temple to Justice, and under the auspices of its
holy inspiration, let us frame a code of Venczuelan laws. If we wish
to consult monuments and models of legislation, Great Britain, France,
North America have admirable ones.

Popular education should be the paramount care of the paternal
love of Congress. Morals and enlightenment are the poles of a republic;
morals and enlightenment are our prime necessities. Let us take from
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Athens her Areopagus, and the guardians of customs and laws; let us
take from Rome her censors and domestic tribunals, and forming a
holy alliance of those useful institutions, let us revive on earth the idea
of a people which is not contented with being free and strong, but wants
also to be virtuous. Let us take from Sparta her austere institutions,
and forming with these three springs a fountain of virtues, let us give
our republic a fourth power, having jurisdiction over childhood and the
heart of men, public spirit, good customs and republican morals. Let
us establish such an Arcopagus to watch over the education of children,
over national instruction, that it may purify whatever is corrupt in the
republic; denounce ingratitude, selfishness, coldness of love for the
country, idleness, negligence of the citizens; pass judgment upon the
origin of corruption, and pernicious examples, applying moral penalties
to correct breaches of custom,—just as afflictive punishment is applied
to atonc for a crime and not only whatever is repugnant to customs
but that which weakens them as well; not only what may violate
the Constitution, but also whatever should infringe on public respect.
The jurisdiction of such court, a truly holy tribunal, should be effective
with respect to education and instruction, and advisory only in what
refers to penalties and punishment. Its annals or records, however,
where its acts and deliberations are kept, the moral principles and
the conduct of the citizens, shall be the books of virtue and vice;
books that the people will consult for their elections, the executives for
their decisions and the judges for their trials. Such an institution, no
matter how chimerical it may appear, is infinitely more feasible than
others which ancient and modern legislators have established, much less
usclul to human kind. ,

Legislators! The project of a Constitution which I most respect-
fully submit, will show you the spirit in which it was conceived. In
suggesling the division of citizens into active and passive, T have tried to
promote national prosperity through the two greatest levers of industry:
work and knowledge. By stimulating these two great springs of society,
the most difficult thing to make men honest and happy is attained. By
just and prudent restrictions on primary and clectoral assemblies, we
place the first bar to popular license, avoiding tumultuous, blind gather-
ings which at all times have made blunders at elections. These blunders
have extended to the excculives and the government, because that all
important act is thc maker of either the liberty or the slavery of a
people.

By increasing in the balance of powers the weight of Congress by
the increase in the number of legislators, and the nature of the Senate,
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I have endeavored to give a fixed basis for the first Body of the Nation
and to clothe it with a dignity most important to the success of its
sovereign functions.

In separating by means of well defined boundaries the jurisdiction
of the executive from legislative jurisdiction, I have not endeavored
to divide but to bind with the bonds of that harmony born of indepen-
dence, such supreme authorities, whose prolonged clash has never failed
to frighten one of the two contending parties. When I wish to vest the
Executive with a number of duties beyond those formerly devolving
upon it, it is not my desire to authorize a despot to tyrannize the Re-
public, but to prevent a deliberating despotism from becoming the im-
mediate cause of a cycle of despotic vicissitudes in which anarchy will
alternatively be replaced by oligarchy and by monocracy. In asking
for the stability of judges, the creation of juries, and the new code, I
ask Congress for the guarantee of civil liberty, the most priceless, the
most just, the most necessary form of liberty, in a word the only kind of
liberty, as without it, the others are void. I have requested the correc-
tion of the most lamentable abuses to which our judiciary is subjected,
due to its defective origin as coming from that sea of Spanish legisla-
tion which, like time, gathers from all ages and men, whether the works
of the insane or the works of the sane, whether the production of the
wisc or the productions of some extravagant mind, whether a monu-
ment of genius or a monument of fancy. This judiciary encyclopedia, a
monster of ten thousand heads which has been until now the scourge
of the Spanish peoples, is the most refined punishment the wrath of
Heaven has permitted to descend upon this unfortunate empire.

‘While pondering over the effective means of regenerating thce
character and customs which tyranny and war have formed in us, I
have dared to invent a Moral Power, drawn from the depths of obscurc
antiquity and from the now forgotten laws which for a time sustained
public virtue among the Greeks and Romans. This may be an ingenuous
dream, but not an impossibility, and I flatter myself that you will not
altogether disdain a thought that, improved through experience and
instruction, may become most efficacious. _

Horrified at the separation that has prevailed and must prevail
among us because of the subtile spirit that characterizes the federal
government, I have been led to beg of you to adopt centralization and
the union of all the States of Venezuela into a Republic, one and indi-
visible. This measure which in my opinion is urgent, vital, saving, is
of such nature that without it death will be the fruit of our regeneration.

It is my duty, Legislators, to present before you a detailed and truc
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report of my political, civil and military administration, but this would
overtax your valuable attention, and deprive you at this moment of a
lime as important as pressing. Therefore, the Secretaries of State will
report to Congress on their respective departments, submitting at the
sume time the documents and records which will serve to illustrate and
lo give an exact idea of the real, positive condition of the Republic.

1 would not mention to you the most notable acts of my administra-
lion, did they not concern the majority of the Venezuelans. I refer,
Gentlemen, to the most important resolutions taken in this last period.
Afrocious, godless slavery covered with its sable mantle the land of
Venezuela and our skies were overcast with storm clouds threatening
a deluge of fire. I implored the protection of the God of Humanity. and
Redemption scattered the storm. Slavery broke its chains and Venc-
zucla has found herself surrounded by her new children, grateful chil-
dren who have turned their instruments of captivity into arms of liberty.
Yea, those who were slaves are now free; those who were the enemics
of their foster mother are now the defenders of a country. To empha-
size the justice, the necessity, the beneficent results of this measure, is
superfluous, when you know the history of the Helots, Spartacus and
Haiti; when you know that one can not be free and enslaved at the
same time, unless in violation of the laws of nature and the civil and
political laws. I leave to your sovereign decision the reform cxr abroga-
tion of all my statutes and decrees; but I implore of you the confirma-
tion of the absolutc freedom of the slaves, as I would beg for my life
and the life of the Republic.

To mention the military history of Venezuela would be to remind
you of the history of republican heroism -among the ancients; it would
be to tcll you that Venezuela has been inscribed in the great roll of
honor of the sacrifices made on the altar of liberty. Nothing could fill
the noble breasts of our generous warriors, but the exalted honors paid
to the bencfactors of humanity.

Not fighting for power, nor yet for fortune, not even for glory
but only for liberty, the title of Liberators of the Republic is their
most fitting guerdon. I have, therefore, founded a sacred associa-
tion of these illustrious men; 1 have created the Order of the Libera-
tors of Venezuela. Legislators, the authority to confirm honors and
decorations belongs to you; it is your duty to perform this august acl
of national gratitude.

Men who have given up all pleasures; all the comforts they en-
joyed as the fruits of their virtues and talents; men who have under-
gone all that is cruel in a horrible war, suffered the most patnful priva-
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tions, and the bitterest torments; men so well deserving of the country,
must attract the attention of the government, and in consequence I
have directed that they be allowed a compensation out of the national
wealth. If I have acquired any merit whatever before the eyes of the
people, I ask the representatives of the people to grant my request as
the reward of my feeble services. Let Congress direct the distribution
of the national property in accordance with the law that in the name of
the Republic I have decreed, for the henefit of the military men of
Venezuela.

Now that after infinite victories we have succeeded in annihilating
the Spanish hosts, the Court of Madrid in desperation has vainly en-
deavored to impose upon the mind of the magnanimous sovereigns who
have just destroyed usurpation and tyranny in Europe, and must be
the protectors of the legality and justice of the American causc. Being
incapable of attaining our submission by force of arms, Spain has re-
course to her insidious policy; being unable to conquer us, she has
brought into play her devious artfulness. Ferdinand has humbled him-
self to the cxtent of confessing that he needs foreign protection to
bring us back to his ignominious yoke, a yoke that there is no power
which could impose on us! Venezuela, fully convinced of possessing
sufficient strength to repel her oppressors, has made known by the voice
of the government her final determination to fight to the death in de-
fense of her political life, not only against Spain, but against all men,
if all men had degraded themseclves to the extent of espousing the de-
fense of a devouring government whosc only incentives are a death
dealing sword and the flames of the inquisition. A government that
wants not domains, but deserts, not cities but ruins, not vassals but
graves. The Declaration of the Republic of Venezuela is the most
glorious, most heroic, most worthy Act of a free people; it is the one that
with the greatest satisfaction 1 have the honor to offer Congress, being
already sanctioned by the unanimous will of the free people of
Venezuela.

Since the second cpoch of our Republic our army has lacked mili-
tary elements; it has always lacked arms, it has always lacked ammuni-
tions, has always been poorly equipped. Now the soldiers, defenders
of our independence, are not only armed with justice, but also with
force. Our troops can cope with the most select of Europe, since there
is no inequality in the weapons of destruction. Such great advantages
are due to the boundless liberality of some generous foreigners who
have heard the groans of humanity, and have seen the Cause of Right
yield. But they have not been mere spectators, they have rushed with
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their generous help and have loaned the Republic everything that was
nceded for the triumph of its philanthropical principles. These friends
of humanity are the guardian angels of America and to them we owe
cternal gratitude, and the religious fulfillment of the sacred obligations
we have coniracted with them. The national debt, Legislators, is a
sacred trust in the faith, the honor and the gratilude of Venezuela.
Let it be respected like the Holy Ark, holding not only the rights of
our benefactors, but the glory of our faithfulness. May we perish before
we break a pledge which has saved the country and the life of her
children.

The merging of New Granada and Venezuela into one Great State,
has been the unanimous wish of the peoples and the government of
both republics. The fortunes of war have effected this union so earnestly
desired by all Colombians; in fact, we are incorporated. These sister
countries have already entrusted to you their interests, their rights and
their destinies. In contemplating the union of these countries my soul
rises to the heights demanded by the colossal perspective of such a won-
derful picture. Soaring among the coming ages my imagination rests
on the future centurics, and sceing from afar with admiration and
amazement the prosperity, the splendor and the life which have come
to this vast region, I feel myself carried away, and I see her in the very
heart of the universe, stretching along her lengthy shores between two
oceans which Nature has separated, but which our country unites
through long wide channels. I can see her as the bond, as the center,
as the emporium of the human family. I can see her sending to all the
corners of the globe the treasure hidden in her mountains of silver
and gold; I see her sending broadcast, by means of her divine plants,
health and life to the sufferers of the old world; I see her confiding her
precious secrets to the learned who do not know how much her store
of knowledge is superior to the store of wealth bestowed by Nature
upon her; I can sec her sitting on the throne of liberty, the scepter of
justice in her hand, crowned by glory, showing the old world the majesty
of the modern world.

Deign, Legislators, to accept with indulgence the profession of my
political faith, the highest wishes of my heart and the fervent prayer
which on behalf of the people I dare address you: Deign to grant to
Venezuela a government preeminently popular, preeminently just, pre-
eminently moral, which will hold in chains oppression, anarchy and
guilt. A government which will allow righteousness, tolerance, peace
to reign; a government which will cause equality and liberty to triumph
under the protection of inexorable laws.

Gentlemen, commence your duties; I have finished mine.
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PROCLAMNMA.

Venczolanos !

EL Congreso general de Venezuela ha reasumido el Poder Sobarano que
intes me habiais confiado: yo lo he devuchko al Pucblo transmitiendolo i sus

legitimos Representantes.

La Soberania Nacional me ha honrado nucvamente, encargandome cl

Poder Executivo baxo el titulo de Presidente Interino de Venczucla

Venezolanos =—Yo me siento incapaz de gobernaros: ast lo he repre-
sentado por muchas veces 4 vuestros Representantes, y d pesar de mis justas

renuncias he sido forzado i mandaros.

Soldados del Exército Libertador ! —— Mi (nica ambicion ha sido siempre

la de participar con vosotros de los peligros que arrostrais por la Republica.

Ciudadanos '-—Una Legion DBritinicd, protectora de nuestra Libertad,
ha llegado a Venczucla a ayudarnos i quebrantar nuestras cadenas: recibidla
con la vencracion que inspira ¢l heroismo benéfico.  Abrid vuestros brazes
i csos Extrangeros generosos que vienen & disputarnos los titulos de Libertadores

de Venezuela.

Quartel-general de Angostura 1 20 de Febrero de 1819.==9°
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