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NOTE TO EDITORS.

A:ll;editmrs arill'be allowed, and are hereby granted permission to extract from the
follewing Repert to any extent which they may desire, provided they will give due
credit for the same, and ecall the attentionof their readers, in an express manner through

their editorial columns, to the enterprise in which the subscriber is engaged, viz: the .

introduction into general use of the Phonographic system of writing. All editors who
may conclude to accept the above offer, are respectfully requested to read the paragraph
below headed ¢ to all who wish to write with the rapidity of speech,” in which they
willffind some émportant facts, on which they can base such a notice as will greatly aid
the subscriber and not4mpoverish or incommode themselves. ' The subscriber’s office

and publisfifle house are at the Phonographic Rooms, 66 South Third st., Philadelpha.

OLIVER DYER.

TO ALL WHO WISH TO WRITE WITH THE RAPIDITY OF SPEECH.

«1 would give ¥Ive mUNDRED DoLLARs if T could write as fast as a public speaker
usually utters his words.” “I would give a THOUSAND DOLLARS, in a minuté, if I
could “only report as well as you can.” How often have these and similar remarks
been addressed to us. - Indeed it seems as though the most intense desire is felt by
almomst the entire (intelligent) community to acquire “that much-coveted art by
which the orator’s eloquence is caught in its impassioned torrent, and fixed upon paper
as an image of his rich and glowing mind” People would give hundreds and thou-
sands of dollars #1f they could only report verdatim;” «if they could only write as
fast as a man speaks in public.” How are they to acquire this great accomplishment ?
That is the question. Nothing is more simple. Just enclose one, fwo, ov three dollars,
post paid, to Dyer & Wessrer, 66 South Third Street, Philadelphia; or to ANDREWS

& Bovie, 22 Spruce Street, New-York; and you will receive, by return of mail the®

books necessary to enable you to acquire this useful art. On sending THREE DOLLARS,
post paid, to Dyer & WEBSTER, Phonographic Rooms, 66 South Third Street, Phila-
delphia, you will be furnished with books and such instruction by leiter, as will enable
you, in a very short time, to make the most satisfactory progress in the art of verbatim
reporting, and accomplishment possessing such great and obvious advantages that it
cannot be necessary to enlarge upon the desirableness of its acquisition. Who would
not give three dollars o BE ABLE TO WRITE WITH THE RAPIDITY OF SPEECH 7

OLIVER DYER

The following report does not contain all the informal speeches made during the two
days of the convention. It contains only the regular addresses. There were probably
fifty informal specches made during the 8th, 9th and 10th of August. From 8 o'clock
in the morning till 11 atnight persons were continually talking to the assembled mult:-
tudes. These informal speeches were for the most part mere repetitionsof each other,
varying only in anecdotes. ~All the ideas advanced during the sitfings of the Conven-
tion are eontained in the report.

Some speeches have been condensed, as they were but slightly different in thought
from others that had been previously reported. We have reccived valuable, and
indeed indispensable assistance in making out our report, from Mr. James O. Brayman,
one of the most aécomplished reporters with whom we have had the good fortune to
meet.

#
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PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

NATIONAL FREE SOIL CONVENTION.

FIRST DAY.

W epxEspay, August 9th, 1848,
half past 8 o’clock.

Long before the hour for the organization of the
Convention, an immense concourse had assem-
bled under the tent in the Park to listen to a few
preliminary remarks and speeches, and encour-
agements and exhortations to unity, and expres-
sions of determination *‘to put the thing through,””
‘““no giving up,” “no compromising,’’ ¢ free
soil and noﬁ'liug else.” The various speeches
were received with loud cheers, and excited great
enthusiasm among the vast assemplage. At
length it was announced that Giddings was pre-
sent. No sooner was that name prorounced, than
a shout of enthusiasm burst forth, such as we
have seldom heard, and loud cries of ** Giddings,”
* Giddings,” ¢ Giddings,”” re-echoed from all
sides,but to the great disappointment of the assem-
bly, it was found that Mr. Giddings was not pre-
sent.

Mr. PEck, of Connecticut, offered the following
sentiment for the adoption of the Convention :

“ Let men of the deepest prunciple manifest the
most profound condescension, and exercise the deep-

est humility todny, and posterity will honor them for
the deed.”

This sentiment was received with acclamations.
9 'o’cLock,

By this time the concourse had become im-
mense. Every available seat and foot-hold on
the ground was occupied. The Ohio delegation
came into the tent with banners flying, and were
received with great cheering. The delegation
was welcomed by Col. MiLrLERr, from N. H., in
a neat and spirit-stirring speech, which was re-
ceived with applause.

Mr. EarcE, of Worcester, Mass., followed in a
few remarls which consisted of a repetition of the
charge against Gen. Taylor, that he [Gen. Tay-
lor] is opposed to the Wilmot proviso. Mr.
EARLE read from Mr. Botts’s address to the peo-
ple of Virginia to prove this charge.

Judge Ny, of Madison county, was here called
for, and eame forth amid gteat cheering. -He snid

hathe wished to make a few remarks in relation
o this ‘*Barnburning’” movement. He was one
Rat had votedfer Polkin ’44, and he was ready

to confess that they had been egregiously taken in,
but he trusted that repentance would wipe out their
transgression. The Northern Democrats made a
great mistake in ’44, when they admitted the two-
thirds rule. They ought to have met that issue at
once. ' [Cries of yes, yes.] Mr. Van Buren re-
ceived the majority of the votes of that Conven-
tion, and ought to have been the Democratic ean-
didate for the Presidency. But he was sacrificed
to the Moloch of Slavery. In ’48 the Jeffersonian
Democracy of the State of New York assembled at
Utica, to send thirty-six delegates to the Baltimore
Convention. He was one of the 36, They
went down there, but the doors of the Convention
were closed against them. There was another
band of delegates there from New York, who
claimed to be Democrats, but they had no more ti-
tle to the designation than the Devil has to that of
Christian. [Laughter.] These men were ready
to bow down and accept the pledge required by the
Bouth, before it was presented to them. [Ap-
plause.] Mr. Yancey, of Alabama, said the De-
mocrats of New York had raised that Union-killing
question, the “Wilmot Proviso,”” and they had bet-
ter be kept out of the Convention, and they were

;kep‘t out. 'The omnipotent Sonth could carry the

presidential candidate triumphantly into the chair,
without the aid of the ““litéle state of New Vork.”
New York was thrust out of the Convention. She
had no_voice there. She was heard but once,
when Daniel 8. Dickinson, with face elongated to
its utmost tension, got up and said that if this in-
dignity should ever be offered to New York again,
it would excite even the indignation of Hunker-
ism. [Laughter.] The “36 came home and
made aregular democratic nomination, and the
Democracy of New York, and the friends of liber-

| ty thoughout the vast extent of our country. were

rallying to their support.
shall be supported.] They
tim of the slave
[Cheers. ]

But hg would now speak of another Conven-
tion. The so-called Whig Convention held at
Philadelphia. . There was another noble son of
liberty sacrificed upon the altar of slavery. . Hen-

Clay—(at the sound of this name the most en-

[Cries of yes, yes. You
had nominated the vie-
power in *44, Martin Van Buren.

Itn’nsiasﬁc cheers burst from the assembl .{‘the
old, and tried, and belaved leader of the &' iga
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why was he sacrificed? (A voice, “slavery was
the cause,””) Yes, both the great popular leaders
of the two parties had been sacrificed to slavery.
But now the people have taken up the question
themselves, and they will never rest nor allow the
country to rest till it shall be definitely settled.—
The Whigs had nominated Gen. Taylor, who
was ‘“a Whig but not an Ulira Whig>? My
friends, what would you say of a man who would
proclaim himself a Christian but not an Ultra
Christian, ‘‘and utterly refuse to be an exponent
of Christien principles?’ (Laughter.) Do you
think he would be admitted into any respectable
Church on such a confession of faith? (No, no.)
No, nor will Gen. Taylor get into the Whig party.
He may get into a small portion of it, into that
portion constituted of men who have sons for
whom they wish to get, snug places—whom they
sh to have appointed Midshipmen, or to some of
“the thousand lucrative offices which go to make
up the executive patronago. Whigs tell you that
you should go for Taylor, and Hunkers say you
must go for Cass,, There are five of these latter
men in the town where I live and where we poll
300 votes. (Laughter.) We must beg to differ
from thein. (Laughter.)

This Convention must be -a self-sacrificing
Conyention. A crisis had arrived when old pre-
judices had got to be laid aside—sacrificed upon
the altar of our common country’s good. He
had come here to lay down all his former predi-
lections upon this altar—to strike hands even with
those against whom he had previously battled.—
We mingle here with representatives from Ohio,
Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, Jowa and Michigan,
thank God. Here they stuod,  representatives
from the fair fields of the West—an empire in it
self, from which slavery had been blotted out by
a resolution drawn by- the great man of our inde-
pendence. . Slavery had been excluded, and now
the West had become the rich granary of the
world. - He had' come on_ with representatives
from New Jersey—that battle ficld of the Revo-
lution. And Pennsylvania, too, that glorious old
Keystone of the Union, is here—firm and true as
steel—who cherishes within her bosom the patriot
Wilmot.  God raised np a David of old to slay
the g]iant of Gath. 8o hath David Wilmot with
the sling of freedom and the smooth stone of truth
struck the giant slavery beiween the eyes—he
reels—Ilet us push him over! Massachusetts is
hers—and it is fitting she should be. ' A son of
John Quincy Adams was here among her dele-
ﬁnas. There was Samuel Adams, first among

e statesmen of the Revolution, and he rejoiced
that Francis P, Adams was in the front ranks of
this great moral revolation.

He hailed this time a8 a gloriousera. He liked
this agitation. It was an avgury of better things
o come. He liked this mingling of heretofotre
discordant elements—drawn together by the great
sympathetic ' cord of freedom. Vermont, New

ampshire, Missouri and Delawere, are here.—
And he was told that Maryland was here, and it

was a fact of deeply momentous importance, when
in the South they begin to talk of the evils of
slavery. Virginia, “‘the mother of Presidents,”

waos here. ¢ The feeling is extending, expanding,
not'only at the North, but at the South.

[f we are wrong on the Tarif, it can be righted
in twelve hours, If we are wrong on Banks, it
can be righted by legislation. But if we are
wrong or the subject of Slavery, it never can be
righted. It will reach down to posterity, inflict-
ing curses and misery upon generations yet to
come, Let, then, nopreferences for men distract
our councils. Let all meet upon a common plat-
form, to accomplish a great—a noble purpose.

Mr. Huseanps, of Rochester, took the stand and
informed the audience that he was one who had
had his head taken off politically in 44 for main-
taining the principles which they were now as-
sembled to advocate. He had stood by the side
of Judge Nyeand had been decapitated with him.
His heart was in this Convention and he was glad
to see the respectable portion of all parties. And
why was this 7 Why did he see Frederick Doug-
lass here 7 ‘(Three cheers for Douglass.) Why
did he see the'Whig party here, the respectable
portion of it. " And why did he see the Democracy
here in their strength ?  Because they were all
determined to curb and bridle and-drive back and
overthrow the proud and aggressive slave power,
and he trusted that the people would now unite
and shoulder to shoulder, fight in firm array till
they should triumph. (Here the staging on which
we sat went down with a tremendous crash, cap-
sizing ink, paper, table, reporters and all, spoiling
our gold pen, rasping the epidermis from our
shins, and committing sundry othér outrages of a
similar nature. We finally succeeded in extri-
cating self and traps from the ‘wreek of matter
and crash of hoards,”” and. concluded to report no
more of Mr. Husbands’ remarks, because we
couldn’t.) ’

We finally got a corner of the. table on which
the Speaker was standing, when *Stanton,”
“Stanton,* was loudly called, and came forward
amid loud cheering,and gave notice that the Con-
vention would be regularly organized at 12 o*clock,
and was about to sit down, when there was such
an outery for him to “‘just say something,” that
he consented and said he would make a speech
about as long as the ferule of his cane.

Me said that the motto of this Convention should
be/that of the French republic, “Liberty, Equali-
ty, Fraternity.”’ '(Cheers.) They had come np
to contend against a movement, on the part of the
slave interest, to extend that cursed institution
which takes the image of Almighty God on' the
immortal soul, and blots it therefrom by legislation
and stamps in its place, by legal enactment, the
name of brute, beast, and property; that that in-
stilution now struggling for existence on its own
soil, shall be exitended to territories where the
lower morality and feebler republicanism of Mex-
ico has abolished it. This is the issue which the
South tenders to this country at the neonday of
the nineteenth century. Waiving all my peculiar
views, L am for joining issue with the South on
that great cause. Iam for trying it this year be-
fore the American people, and -1am for getting a
verdiet, and entering up judgment, taking out
an execution, and levying on the slave power and
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taking possession of it, and hanging it up between
the Heavens and the Earth where the winds of
execration shall whistle through it. (Cheers )—
In order to fight this baltle successfuliy we must
be united, and again I say let us adopt the glorious
motto of the new-borw'Freuch republic: *Liberty,
Equality, Fraternity. ~(Cries of good, good, that’s
it, go it, give it fo ’em.)

he great loadstone principle which has bronght
us up here from the Mississippi to the Aroostook,
for it has been ascertained in general committee
that all the Northern tier of slave States are re-
presented in this Convention, [Good, goed,] is
the French motto, Liberty, the sun of this great
movement, areund which the other departments
revolve, bound to it by the law of gravitation and
from which all other subordinate movements re-
ceive their light and their heat. Then, sir, we
come here to carry out that other principle of the
French republic, Equality. Whigs, Democrats
and Abolitionists, all parties are broken up and
resolved into their original elements. Then there
is that other word, Fraternity, completing the
trinity of principles against which the united des-
potistn of the world cannoi stand, [Cheers.]—
Now, gentlemen, I hope we may not divide—
[Cries of good, good, we wont, we wont.]

Here a very fat gentleman rested his abdomen
on our right shoulder in such a manner as render-
ed us wholy incapable of recording a word which
the speaker uttered. It took us some time to ar-
range matters with our rotund friend and just as
we got ready to resume our labors, Mr. StanToN
concluded his speech by declaring that he was

- ready to go for anybody, with anybody, in favor |
of the free soil movement, and against anybody |
that is opposed to it. [Great cheering.]

President Mawax, of Ohio, took the stand, but |
owing to the necessity of rebuilding the platform |
previous to the regular organization of the Con- |
vention, the audience was requested to divide into i
four parties, and each party to retire to a corner |
of the Park, where temporary stands' had been |
erected, and whereé there were speakers ready to |
entertain them. The audience did accordingly, |
and we left. |

12 o* crock. I

ORGANIZATION OF THE CONVENTION.

Judge Strvens, of Indiana, called the meeting
to order, and proposed NATHANIEL SAW- |
YER, of Ohio, as President of the Convention |
pro tem.  Unanimously confirmed.

Mr. Sawyer came forward and ordered the |
stage to be cleared: and the stage was cleared. |

The President nominated Crarr.Es P, Wrrrs, |
of Illinois, and CarLviy W. PuiLrro, of Connecti- |
cut, as Becretaries. Confirmed.

Hon. Prestox Kine came forward, amid great J
cheering, and offered the following motion. He

TION AT BUFFALO. b
which the committee unanimously agreed upon.
There is nothing binding in the resolutions.  Theg:
are for the consideration of the Convention:  « ¢

Resolved, That it is the duty of the Federal Gov-
ernment to relieve itself of all responsibility for the
extension or ‘continuanee of slavery, whenever that
Government possesses Constitutional authority, and
is responsible for its existence, . 1.

Resolved, That the States within which slavery
exists, are alone responsible for the continuance or
existence of slavery within such States, and the
Federal Government has neither responsibility nor
Constitutional authority to establish or regulate sla-
very within the States.

Resolved, That the true, and ' in the judgment of
this Convention, the only safe means of preventing
the extension of slavery into territory now free; is
to prohibit its existence in all such territory by an
act of Congress.

Mr, NoeLE was unanimously confirmed by the
Convention as the representative of the Distriet of
Columbia, and a resolution was passed to the ef-
fect thata commitiee of one from each State and
one from the District of Columbia, be selected to
drait a plan for the permanent organization of the
Convention, and that each delegation appoint its
represeniative. The States were called and the
following gentlemen were appointed as the Com-
mittee:

Maine—Jabez C. Woodman,

New Hampshire—George G Fogg.
Vermont—E, 1), Barber,
Massachusetts —William Jackson.
Rhode Isiand—Wm. G. Hammond.
Connecticut—Thaddeus Wells.
New York—Preston King.

New Jersey—H. M. Conger.
Pennsylvania—Joseph Neide.
Ohio—S8. P. Chase.
Michigan—1saac P, Christiangy.
Wisconsin—Hans Crocker.
Tllinois—Isaac N. Arnold.
Towa—William Miller..
Indiana—-Joseph L. Jarnigan.
Delaware—Jacob Pusey.
Maryland—William Robinson.
Virginia—George Craig.

Dnstrigt of Columbia—L. P. Nobie.

The Committee retired to the Court House, for
the purpose  of deliberating upon business to be
presented to the Convention—nominating perma-
nent officers, &e.

A committee of five, consisting of John R. St.
John, W. Larimer, jr., Dyre Tillinghast, Ralph
Farnsworth, and John P. Hogeboom, was ap-
pointed fo select and appropriate seats for the sev-
eral State delegations.

The Cenvention then fook a recess until 3
o’clock.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

When we arrived on the ground at 2 o'clock,

an hour before the time appointed for the assem-

said that it was suggested yesterday that a com- | bling of the Convention, we found an immense
mittee consisting of as many members from each | assemblage who had pre-occupied the ground, fil-
state as they have electoral votes, should be ap- | ling the places reserved for Reporters, Officers of
pointed to draft resolutions, and recommend  the Convention and Delegates, so that it was im-
eertain propositions for the consideration of the | possible for any of them to get their seats. After
Convention. The first thing for us to do is to| considerable delay the crowd was drawn OH':K
unite. [Cheers.] He wmﬁd read a resolution sending a gentleman to the other side of the P;
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to address the crowd, and we among the rest of
the favored ones, were able to get our seat.

A great deal of trouble was experienced in ar-
ranging the delegations from the different States,
owing to the unwillingness of those who were not
delegates to make room for them. Men seemed
1o think that because they were Free-soilers, and
had *“left home to come up here,” they had a per-
feet right to take possession of any pesition, place,
or seat they might choose.

Itisa great pity that men who have no ideas of
propriety should be permitted to atiend a Conven-
tion under any circumstances. A Mr. Cochrane,
we believe, from New York, kicked up agreat
row by refusing to comply with the request of the
Committee on Seats, to vacate the benches.

This Mr. Cochrane, supported by some per-
sons of a similar pertinaceous disposition, made

himself particularly obnoxious and ridiculous, by |
“Wa are the Conven- |

his obstinate stupidity.
tion,” said Mr. Cochrane, and his assinine abet-
tors, but the Convention voted on the motion of
a member, that **the seats shounld be vacated,”
and the disturbers, deservedly rebuked, withdrew.

The Convention then proceeded to organize—
kut the box on which the Chairman stood when
addressing the meeting was gone. Lovejoy, of
Ohio, had it, and was speaking from the top of
it, and he would net give it up. Another box
was obtained, and Mr. 8. P. Cuasg, of Ohio, was
appointed Chairman proe. tem. in the absence of
Mr. Sawyer. Mr. Crast mounted the box and
called the meeting to order amid such a din as
never was heard. A scene of such noise and con-
fusion would have completely annihilated Gen.
Cags. The Chairman of the Seat Committee was
giving in his repert. About twenty gentlemen
were speaking to all sorts of motions made and
seconded by themselves. Cries of “‘gentlemen,”
*+ git down,’” *¢ get off my toes,” *‘who has my
seat?’? * Mr. Chairman,” *“sgilence,” * order,”’
*‘keep still,”’ was all that could be heard.

Finally, the Chairman of the Committee of Or-
ganization came forward to report, when he
informed the assembly that CHARLES FRAN-
CIS ADAMS, of Mass., had been selected as
President. The audience gave him six hearty
cheers, and Mr. Apams came forward and bowed

is acknowledgments.

Hon. Preston Kixe, from the commitiee of one
from each State, on the permanent organization of
the Convention, unanimously recommend

CHALES F. ADAMS, of Mass., for President
of the Conventjon.

That there be one Vice President from each
State represented in this Convention, and one
from the District of Columbia, to be selected by
the Delegates from the several States.

That Charles B. Sedgwick, of N. ¥.; C. V.
Dyer, of Ill.; Thomas Bolton, of Ohie; Ralph
Butler, Jr., of Maine; J. E. Snodgrass, of Mary-
land; A. M. Johnson, of New Jersey; Franklin
Tayler, of Penn., be Secretaries of the Conven-
tion,

Geo, Rathbun of New York, and 8. P. Chase of
Ohio, were appointed a comnittee to wait upon Mr.
Apams, and unneunece to him his appointment,

FREE SOIL CONVENTION AT BUFFALO.

Mr. Apams took his seatamid the vocifercus and
repeated cheers of the multitude.

The following Yice Presidents were then nomi-
nated by their respective State Delegations:

Maine—William Bradbury,

New Hampshive—Moses X Cartland.

Vermont—Lawronce Brainard.

Massachusetis—John Mills.

New Jerscy—David L. Rogers.

Pennsalvanio—E. D Gazzano.

Ohio—Nicholas Spindle.

Hllinois—S8. J. Lowe.

Indiana—John W, Wright.

Wisconsan—DByron Kilbourne.

Towa—William Mitter.

Michifan——Robert 8, Wilson.

Maryland—Robert Gardner.

Virginia—George Craig.

Rhode Island—Walter K. Danforth.

Delaware—A. H. Dixson.

Distriet Columbia—L. B. Noble.

The delegation from New York not having
agreed upon a nomination for Vice President, #
was agreed to meet at 8 o’clock  this evening for
that purpose.

FIRST DAY.
EVENIXG SESSION.

Mg, Apans: Fellow Citizens, you will agree
with me, I think, that the proceedings of this great
body should be first commenced with prayer.—
[Yes, yes.] I would then, invite you to listen te
a prayer from the Rev. Mr. TuckER, of this city.

MR. TUCKER’S PRAYER.

O God, our Heavenly Father, on this interest-
ing occasion we would invoke thine especial bless-
ing to rest upon this great multitude, assembled
to deliberate upon subjects of momentous impor-
tance to the present and future well-being of our
beloved country. Thou, O Lord, hast been our
God, and our fathers’ God. Thou hast waiched
over us with parental kindness and solicitude.—
Thou hast had our country in thine especialkeep-
| ing, from its earliest day to this auspicious hour.
| We bless Thee, our heavenly Father, that in
thy providentia! government of the world, thou
hast seen fit to reserve this land for an asylum of
the oppressed in the latier days, and that here the
| afflicted and the down trodden of every nation and
kindred anc tongue and people under the whole
heavens can find a country and a heme; aland
of bibles, and of bible freedom. We rejoice, O
Lord, that in thy good providence such a great
host has assembled here today, from almost every
part of this great confederacy, to deliberate upon
measures to wipe out that dark spot, that foul
stain upon our country’s escutcheon, the enslave-
ment of a portion of our fellow-men, andto pro-
claim liberty throughout all the land.

O God, we give thanks unto Thee, that when
our fathers were oppressed in their own country,
the land of their childhoed, beyond the great sea,
thon didst open for them an asylum in this Wes-
tern world; aland sung by poets; aland seen in

the visions of the Seers long before the advent of
i thy Sen; aland far towards the setting sun, the
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El Dorado of Human Freedom, where man would
attain to his full stature, physically, mentally, and
morally, and where he was to be a_perfect being
ere he finished his pilgrimage below. Thou didst di-

rect the first vessels that approached these shores.

Thou didst turn away the prow of every Spanish
ship thatthou mightest plant thisland with the seed
of Republican and Religious Freedom. Thou didst
watch over our Colonies in their infancy. Thoun
didst fight their battles and win their victories.

O God, thon hast developed our resources.—
Thou hast caused us to become great among the
nations of the earth, till now thou hast made us
the bright and morning star of the universal eman-
cipation of all men every where; so that in this
our tfay thou, in thy mysterious providence, art
overturning the old thrones of despotism, and re-
volutionising the governments of men, and caus-
ing them to turn their attention and their hopes to
this Western world. And now O Lord, we pray
thee to continue to us this parental regard and
protection. Give us wisdom to enable us to dis-
charge the great and responsible duties which
shall come before us, in a manner that shall con-
duce to our country’s welfare and thy glory. O
Geod, to this end give the presiding officer of this
Convention that wisdom which cometh down
from above. We pray Thee that the mantle of
the father may fall upon the son and as the former
has been gathered to his fathers to rest, full of
honors and amidst the sighs and tears of a berea-
ved nation, may the latter rise up and with the
father’s love of Freedom and his fearless advoca-
¢y of Truth, fulfil the condition and destiny his
revered and lamented parent filled in the eyes and
councils of his country.

O Lord, grant every officer and member of this
Convention wisdom suf"cient to guide them har-
moniously and profitably through all the business
which shall come before them.” Take them then
into thine own keeping, guide their deliberations
in such a manner as shall best subserve our coun-
try’s weal and thy honor, and finally, when we
shall have accomplished our duty and destiny on
earth, bring us to eur graves in peace, whenece,in
the morning of the resurrection,we shall be canght
up to meet our God and King.

This through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

As soon asthe Rev. gentleman had finished
his eloguent, but very long prayer for such an
occasion, Mr. Apams arose and addressed the
Convention as follows : ;

MR. ADAMS SPEECH.

Frrrow.Crtizens : Itis a matter of deep and
heartiel: gratitude to me that I have been selected
as an unworthy instrument to preside over the
deliberations of this great body. I would apolo-
gize for my own unfitness were it not thatl see
in the multitude of spenking faces before me, and
feel in the mass of beating hearts around me some
guaranty that vou will all contiibute to make my
labors light.

Fellow citizens, you have all assembled here
today out of pure devotion to a principle. That
principle, clothed as it has beenin technical terms
which do not express the idea, has yet rallied to
its support the multitades that I see before me.

7

This gives me an assurance of the intelligence
and virtue of the people—which I never doubted
—and without any necessity for long reasoning
on the subject; without the need of those eluci-
dations which are so often demanded in public .
affairs. No, when they heard the words of the *
Wilmot proviso their instinets told them that
Human Liberty was in danger, and the answer
that they have given to it is, that they are here.
[Applause.] % have been told, fellow citizens, by
those who do not sympathise in this glorious
movement, that the Wilmot proviso is, after all,
nothing but an abstraction. [Laughter.] Well,
to a certain extent I am willing to admit thatit is
an abstraction. 1 am willing to say what itis not.
It is not bread and butter. It isnot roast beef and
two dollars a day. [Laughter.] It is not a nice
provision under government as areward for part;
services. No, the Wilmot proviso rises above all
these considerations, Itis an abstraction to be-
sure, and so was Magna Charta an abstraction.
And so was the declaration of independence an
abstraction. [Yes, yes. That’s it. There you
have ’em.] Soistheidea of right and justice
and the truth of God an abstraction. And itis
these abstractions that raise mankind above the
brutes that perish. [Yes, yes. That’s the fact
Go it.] It is these abstractions that raise a peo-
ple and carry them on to glory for ever. And,
fellow citizens, it is around these abstractions that
we now rally in order to place our Government pn
a proper basis which it has deserted.

Fellow citizens, for my own part, I regard the
Wilmot proviso as covering a great deal more
ground probably than you may at first imagine, I
regard the Wilmot proviso as, in substance, a
struggle between right and wrong. Asa contest
between iruth and falsehood, between the princi-
ples of Liberty and the rule of Slavery. [Good,

good. Hurrah.] Now, fellow citizens, is the
 accepted time when we all come together to note
| what our position is and how far the government
i has drifted from the ancient landmarks which our

fathers set up. Now is the accepted time when
| we are taking a new observation of the national
| ship, and if we have found that she has drifted
. from her course, we are to try to put her back
| again. [Applause.] The question now before
| us is one, which involves the proposition whether
| we shall adhere to the solemn principles of the
| Declaration of Independence ; whether we shall
| deduce government from the consent of the gov-
erned ; and whether we shall make this govern-
ment a system which promotes justice or which
sanctions slavery in the new {erritories of the
West. [Yes, yes, that’s the question.] Why,
fellow citizens, this question rises above the mere
consideration of common law. By natural law,
by the law of God no people are authorised to sow
the seeds of slavervin arising communily any-
wheve ; and the Constitution of the United States
never contemplated that we as a people should
allow the creating of a system of injustice in any
conntry which we may ever populate. Yet, it is
a fact, fellow citizens, that these solemn principles
which we have supposed to have been established
for seventy years, are now called in question in
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the prees of the Union. They have not only
m:ﬂle abstractions, but they{iave been de-
clared to be actually false. It is highly incumbent
upon us, therefore, if we mean really to stand by
at onr fathers told us; if we mean to sympa-
isc with the principles of Locke and stand by
the martyrdom of Hamtden and Sidney, it is ne-
c to withstand the offorts of those who
would carry us back two hundred years and place
us under :Ee tyranny of the principles advocated
by the old English philosophers, Hobbes and other
writers of the times.

Fellow citizens, I firmly believe the world is
about to know, whether we are the devoted sons
of Liberty or whether we are going to give up the
whole of this great Western continent to the rule
of those who 5:' not acknowledge our principles
but denounce them. Fellow citizens, we are ob-
li under a necesdity which we cannot resist,
to denounce the organizations of the old parties as
no longer worthy of the confidence of a free people.
Slﬂppluuse.) hey have met, and they have

own by their action that they have no system of
policy, excepting that which consists in fighting
with each other in the endeavor to get place as
the prize of the struggle. (That’s it, good, you
hit *em there.) They are united, however, in
one thing, and that is to put down the principle of
liberty which is rising in this continent. Fellow
citizens, we know the resnlt of these bodies, and
now that we have seen and understand what it is
that they are contending for, let us go forward and
show our fellow citizens what a different spectacle
is exhibited by those who, looking first upon a
solemn principle, are agreed upon that, and then
turning their shoulders to the wheel see how it
shall carried out. (Cheers.) And, fellow
citizens, we claim to be of those who, although
they may desire to command success, yet, do not
mean to forget that, in the event of success, they
mean to carry their principles with them. (Great

upﬁlnuse.)
ut, fellow ecitizens, the eves of the whole |

country are upon our action this day,and there are |
many ill-disposed persons who are greedily look-
ing for some manifestation of distraction, and dis- I
sension and division, which shall succeed in de-
feating, as far as any human power can defeat it, |
the success of our movement. Looking at the |
results of their own Conventions, in which they |
have presented the mortifving spectacle of noth-
ing but division, they do really suppose that we, |
who come here, are in jnst the same position — |
(Laughter, they are decidedly verdant.) They |
do not understand the difference between them
and us yet. (No, no, they soon will though.)— |
They do not nnderstand that they are fighting
only for expediency, and are expecting nothin
but place. (Ha, ha, ha, a good hit.) “But here
have we come together with an anxious and an |
carnest desire to mark out the way in which we |
shall arrive at truth, and when once it shall have |
been presented to us, not to quarrel, but unite to- |
gether in its support. (Great applause.) They
do not nnderstand that we come here and say, L
“get up vour standard of Freedom and Truth, |

everything for the cause and nothing for men.”— |’

(Tremendous and long continued applause.) Let

rour deliberations then proceed and may the

ine blessing rest upon the result, so that we

ay take one step forward to realize that great

idea of our forefathers, the model of a Christian
ommonwealth.

Mr. Adams took his seat amidst the most en-
thusiastic and long continued applause.

The Committee on Organization, &ec., submit-
ted the following further report, which was unan-
imously adopted:

This Convention assembled in pursuance of a
recommendation of the State of Ohio held on the
28th day of June last. That Convention recom-
mended the appointment of six delegates at large
for each State that should choose to be represent-
ed, and three delegates from each Congressional
District.

Several States have followed that recommenda-
tlon as to the number of delegates while in other
States, County and District meetings have ap-
pointed a much larger number than that proposec
and in some a smaller number.

The committee appointed by the delegations of
the several States to confer upon the subjects of
organization and representation,have had the sub-
ject under consideration, and beg leave to submit
to the Convention the following rules to remedy,
as far as practicable, the inequality which w
arise from voting in mass, per capita, or by
States.

1. Each State shall be entitled to six conferees
to be composed of its delegates at large, if it have
them in sufficient numbers, if not they shall be
appointed by the delegates in attendance from
said State,

9, Each Con ional district of a State repre-
sented, shall be entitled to three conferees. e
regular delegates of the districts shall be such con-
ferees, if enough are in attendance. If not, the
number may be supplied by the delegates from
said state, from any persons attending from said
state,

3. The said conferees shall constitute a Com-
mittee of Conference, and shall have full power
to sit during the sittings of the Convention, and
to entertain and decide finally any question re-
ferred by the Convention, or any question that
shall be originated in said Committee of Confer-
ence; and shall bave full power on the subject of
representation.

4. Any question in the Convention shall be re-
ferred to said Committee for its final action, upon
the demand of one hundred members.

SPEECH OF JOSHUA R. GIDDINGS, OF
OHI0.

[Weare not certain that we have done Mr.
Ginpixes justice in the following report; we were
surrounded by a set of unmanuerly fellows who
continually interrupted us by questions, and some
even requested us to *‘ pass up” papers and doc-
uments of various kinds to the officers of the
convention. We hope that in future all these fel-
lows’ mothers will keep their unmannerly soff-
spring at home. REPORTER. ]

Mr. Gippives having been loudly and repeated-
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Iy called for, came forward amidst the most deaf-
ening applause and spoke as follows:

Friends, countrymen and fellow citizens : I
know of no sublimer spectacle that could be pre-
sented to the eye of the Patriot, Statesman, or
lover of mankind, than to see a people assembled
in mighty Convention, for the the maintenance of
their own unalienable rights; and when my Rey-
erend friend here made such beautiful allusion to
that venerable statesman, who has lately taken his
departure from this to a brighter world, my heart
inveluntarily responded amen to the sentiment he
expressed. I firmly believe, that could that *¢old
man eloquent,” that mighty and irresistible cham-
pion of human rights from early youth to ex-
treme age, have lived to see this day, he would
have said like him of old, ** Now, Lord, let thy
servant depart in peace since mine eyes have
seen thy salvation.” [Great applause. ]

Fellow citizens, that venerable statesman and
patriot first called my attention to the usurpations
of that power which now threatens to engulf your
liberties. He has taken his departure from the
scenes of political discord and strife, and it has
been left to another generation to maintain the
rights which he labored during his whole life to
establish in perpetuity for the enjoyment of your-
selves and your offspring. That beautiful allu-
sion, made in the prayer to which you listened to
this morning, to the Pilgrim Fathers who were
tempest tossed upon a wintery and storm-ridden
sea, as they fled from political oppression at home,
and sought to establish this ever living prineiple
of man’s unalienable rights upon the shores of
Massachusetts, reminded me, that in that same
year—yes, f(ellow citizens, in thut same year that
our Pilgrim Sires landed upon those inclement
shores, a Dutch ship, freighted with humanity
made merchantable by the superior fraud and
powers of piratical dealers in human flesh and
blood, landed upon our coast at Jamestown, in
Yirginia. Yes, the element of slavery and de-
gradation was established in the same year that
our Pilgrim Fathers established Human Liberty
upon the wild New England shores. And these
antagonistic princi!:lu have been spreading and
widening, and pushing out, and bearing fruitfrom
that day to the present. And while New Eng-
land has been, with devotion to her country, her
God, und to mankind, endeavoring to extend her
prineiples of liberty, Southern States have been
eagerly and energetically engaged in extending
an%eperpetuating Human Degradation and Slave-
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introduction, establishment, and extension of the

heaven-defying institution of Slavery, will un-

derstand the deep-laid schemes of southern States-
men to establish Slavery in New Mexico by the

the entire absence of legislation upon the subject.
Leave the slave-holder to convey his slaves there,

let him but once gain a foothold there and by force

of superior intelligence and power; by the bowie-

knife, the scourge, the whip and the dread in-

struments of torture, he will establish slavery

there unless prevented by the law.

John C. Calhoun is too deep read a man, he is
too well versed in all the infernal measures of
fraud, force and duplicity by which Slavery en-
circles its victims in its deadly folds, and enlar-

s its borders, and strengthens its power, to be
induced by any means whatever to give his sup-
port to any movement that would in the least mi-
litate ngainst his darling institution; andI tell you
that the late Compromise, as it has been calred,
was a deep-laid scheme of those whose invention
never fails them, to entrap you into the support of
Slavery in New Mexico and California.

Fellow-Citizens, I do rejoiee today to see the
people come up here from the various States of
this Union, north of Mason and Dixon’s line, and
thank God, some south of it, [great applanse] in
the spirit of devotion to maintain the sell-evident
rights of man for which our forefathers bled dur-
ing the revolution. [Applause.] I can only say
to vou fellow-citizens, that if you expect to be in-
structed by my remarks today, you will be.disap-
pointed. I see none before me but pa:riob.frian&.
and philanthropists who wish to cheer me on in
my work. 1 know not how to meet such. I have
not been used to it. [Laughterand applause.]—
I tell yon I mise my sword. [Renewed applause
and great merriment.] I know not how to meet
you today as friemds, for.I have not been accus-
tomed to such, and while I rejoice with joy un-
uitérable, I feel unprepared to give utterance to
the sentiments of my heart.

My friends, I know I have before me here per-
sons who are members of ali the political parties.
{A voice, **who have been friends of the pa.rl.ies.’q
Have been; I thank my friend for the words.
will write it down in my book. [Ha, ha, ha, cap-
ital; give ’em jessie.] I say then I see before me
men who have been members of all the political
parties of the day. Men who have supported
Clay and Jackson and Adams and Taylor per-
thaps. Men who have supported Cass. Of course
' no one thinks of supporting him now. [No. No.

ry. And that institation existed when it was first | No.] Well I will speak of him as of the others,
brought upon the southern shores of these States | one who has been. [Ha, ha, ba. Poor Cass.—
precisely as it is now sought to be established in | His mother never should have allowed him to
California and New Mexico. It was established | stray from the maternal domicile.] I say fellow-
there by force of the physical and intellectual su- | citizens, that when I come here and gneet men
yl»erion't_v of the whites over the colored race.— | ready to carry into practical life the principles of
n violation of heaven’s high decree, the white- | 76,1 can extend the hand of **Fraternity” to
man seized his fellow colored man and compelled | them. I feel that 1 am meeting {riends, patriots
him to submit to his will. That state of the de- | who are willing to muke sacrifice for the mainte-
led African existed for vears with no other | nance of thoae%\oly rinciples. R(Applause.]

aw to sustain it than now exists in New Mexico ; Of General Cass leiII notspeak. He has been
and California. a political opponent of mine, and is now. Of
He who reads the history of our country, and | General Taylor I can only remark that I know not
especially that portion of it which relates to the ' enough of him to say any thing in his favor or to
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ak evil of him. Ican on!alspenk of his prin-
ciples and those of the old Whig ¢. [Ha, ha,
ba. A decided hiqt;] I say to you I now stand
where I stood in *44. I wish to repeat what was
then often and deliberately asserted to be the 'Fﬂn-
ciples of the whig party,  Aside from the Tarif,
and other principles of the campaign, we know
that non-extension of Slavery was the issue.—
May God forgive you Locofocos for your conduct
then. I cannotdoit. [Great langhter and ap-
plause.] That was the issue on which we joined
battle under our old beloved and gallant leader.—
Would to God we had such a leader now. [Ap-
plause.] Henry Clay Jaid it down in his letter at
thattime, that non-extension of Slavery was the
ninth article in the whig creed. Do you remem-
ber that, friends of General Taylor? [ Yes, yes,
we remember it.] Henry Clay re-asserted this
inciple. [A voice, *‘tell us something about Mat
an Buren.””] 1 will attend to him by and by,
when I will do him justice. Henry Clay made
that declaration, and is there any one here who
denies it? [No, no.] Now you who support
General Taylor, dare you come up to it? Irl;'?)u
dare not, you have fled from the platform on which
you then stood. Can a man make General Tay-
r assert what Henry Clay proclaimed in 2447—
[No-0-0-0.] Henry Clay boldly put forth his
sentiments, and his honesty and fairness brought
his downfall. The slave power wrote on his wall
the prophecy, “Mene, Tekil, Upharsim.” Thou
art weig:ed in the balances and found wanting.
Henry Clay was defeated in the Philadelphia Con-
vention on oecount of that declaration. He lies
low, smitten down by the ruthless slave power,
whieh has never spared any however exalted,
whom it suspected of a willingness to recognize
the principles embodied in the Declaration of In-
dependence. [A voice once more, *tell us about
Little Matty. He’s the boy for our money.]—
Well, gentiemen, you all know that 1 opposed
Martin Van Buren with all my powers. Ileft no
stone unturned in *44 to defeat his election. Mar-
tin Van Buren réjected Texas in *37. She was
then at war with Mexico. In ’44 the slavehol-
ders of Mississippi interrogated him upon this sub-
ject, which with them, was the transcendent ques-
tion of all others, and he declared his opposition to
the Annexation of Texas, in *44. This is a mat-
ter of truth and of history, and T declare it to be
the brightest spot in his political life. There was
in that act a perfect consistency. and a perfect ad-
aptation to his present position as I understand it.
ou will understand that I am not an advocate of
Martin Van Buren for the Presidency. He iz not
my choice, but if he shall be the fairly selected
candidate of this Convention, then, Isay I shall be
for him. §Enthusiastic n%huse.] If not, then
I say I am against him. hoever is put forth, 1
will regard as my political brother, and I will sus-
tain him as such. [Great applause.]
Fellow-Citizens—If youn will excuse me now, I
will resume my remarks precisely at this point, at
some other time. [No, no. Go on, go on.] Af-
ter considerable begging, Mr. Gippixas obfained
feave to retire, when loud calls were made for
Benjamin F. Butler and Mr. Cuiver of Now York.
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Mr. CuLvER took the stand and addressed the au-
dience as follows:
MR. CULVER'S S8PEECH.

GextLEMEN—I] have Jungs like a double bound,
high pressure steam engine. [Ha, ha, ha.} 1
wﬁl make you all here justlike a knife. [Ha, ha,
ha.] Mr. Butler will speak after I get ﬂlrou‘g]:;
—It is always customary where I live to put
{oung steers first and let the old oxen come be-

ind. [an, ha, ha, what g d—I of a fellow he is,
go it Culver.] |

Fellow citizens, you have come up here from
all parts of the country to signify your love of
Liberty and haired of Oppression. I consider this
the sublimest spectacle my eyes ever rested on.
I attended at Tippecanoe in 1840. I thought I
saw faces there. I thought no man could num-
ber them, but they were nothing compared to this
ocean of heads. [Laughter.] This immense
concourse shows me that there is comething at
the bottom of this matter at work. What 1s it
that has brought little Rhode Island, that little
State which sets out in the sea, up here today to
strike hands with lowa? What has brought Vir-
ginia up here, that State of moonhght cotton
abstractions? [Ha, ha, ha. He’s one of *em.
‘What has brought Ohio here, our elder sister, too
old to have children, although she has several
thousands here today, who are alive and kicking?
EH&, ha, hoo.] ntlemen, I am just like a

onnecticut beer barrel, and have wanted vent
the whole day. [Great menimenﬂ ‘What,

ntlemen, is the one bond that has tied us toge-

er? Have you ever seen that gushing up ia
the old parties that links us together? [No, no.]
What is that bond? Why, fellow citizens, we
have seen down at the South a principle growing
up and strengthening for fifty years. e thought
it would grow weaker, but it has been continu
rising up and growing stronger and stronger ti
at last it threatens to overwhelm us all. But we
will not have our necks ground down, and this is
what is rousing us up.

Fellow citizens, what is the glorious issue now
at stake? It is something tangible. We have
talked heretofore of Banks, Sub-Treasuries, and
Tarifs, but now we have got hold of something
tangible. Have you not seen that the slavehol-
ders have always fashioned ‘our movements?—
When they said bank, we had a bank. Even
Calhoun could go for it then. If they said Tarif,
we had a Tarif. And if they said no Tarif, the
Tarif was %one in a twinkling. When the facto-
ries were all going, and the factory girls making
lots of money, and our farmers m
and everﬁthing going on prosperously here at the
North, the slaveholﬁers said we must stop this.
Those Yankees are going on too fast. They are
becoming too rich and powerful, and they brushed
away E(mr prosperity as a housewife brushes a
cobweb from the ceiling of a room. [That’s a
fact. Yes, yes.] Why can we not have our ri-
vers and harbors improved? Because the South
want the money to pay for a war down in Mexico,
and to get slaves there. I have had a little ex-
perience in this matter. [ was one of the immor-
tal **fourteen’ that voted against the war. |

ing money,






