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o 'e cy a 'jr01 ... to, u t a" ��, Col. Monroe and aids were

about going to rqst, we were notified by Col. Ashton that he

had received infqrmation from one of the sentinels that a

number of boats were approaching the shore opposi te his c amp,

Col. Ashton had his re�iment paraded and wa.s waitinp; the

approach of the enemy. 'Gen. Mercer, Mr. Jenifer and myself

volunt ered to go and wat h the movements of the enemy,
it

being dark it was difficult to ascertain distinctly but we

thou�ht we disoovered a number of boats endeavoring to ap-

pro ac h the shore in tl1e direction of Col. Ashton's camp but

t roy were preven ted by the low ti d e an d shallow wa tar. G n ,

Mercer and Mr. Jenifer remained to watch the enemy and I

went to Col. Ashton's ca�p to report. The regiment was kept

under arms till daylight but a force landed that nip:ht.
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Col. Monroe and hi s sui te went to Blackston house op-

pos i te t he Island, sp ant a few hours there, there appeare d a

considerable bustle on the island as if some movement was

intended. 0 r party proceeded down to St. Georp.e's Island,

a short d i s t.an ce the mouth of the Potomac. The British

f'Lo t I l La of 13 ships wer e anchored o pp o s I te the residence

of a Maj or Somervi lIe, a handsome, Lar ze two story bri ck

house and the grounds handsomely improved. He was out wi th

the militia at some station not distant from his residence.

We lodged that night in this buiJding, but Col. Monroe,

as a measure of precaution, ent a few miles back in the

country. Maj. Somerville's manager lodged us in a room back

from the ri ver, aay lng he was ca.ref'ul not to suffer any Ii�ht

to be in that part of the house toward the river les� the

enemy mi ght be Lnrruc ed. to burn t he house. We go t a com­

fortable supper and next morning we proceeded on our way. We

met Col. Monroe by appointment and made our way to t he ferry

acros s the Yocomecca, a la.rge br an ch of t he Potomac up whi ch

the tide :flows s ome di stance, here we got our breakfa.st abou t

10 o'clock A. M., we pot some soft crabs and had them cooked

for breakfast, t hey are a p;re at, deli cacy, Col. Monro e, 8.S

indeed we all were tired, had been up late each nip:ht and

rode hard, the Colonel got asleep in his chair while waitin�

for b. e akf'as t
,

he had lost one of his spurs. A s tr onr- Loo k i nr-

man about fifty years of a�e who lived somewhere in that

quarter, by na� of Smoote (he was a man of considerable

shrewdness and wit) who had ta¥en his bitters freely that

morning was quite inquisitive and sarcasticallv remarked,

po i.rrt tns- to Col. Monroe, who is that man he inquired of us

who is asleep in his chair' Hush, said one of us, tha.t is

our distinguished Statesman Col. Monroe, Secretary of C!tate.

Ah, S Rid he, I exp ect he is one of the road men, I see he ha s





lived not far distand but said he did not like to leave

pleasant company and would not F,o home alon and invited as

many of us as e ro se to accompany him to his home •. The

.dr-ar-oons kept r.h e i r- hor se s saddled for fear of an attack,

snme of the British ships lay opposite the mouth of the

small river, onLy about three mi Le s distant. Some of the

officers lay down with their boots and spurs on, which were

quite muddy. Ah, said Smoote, they are up the road men, see,

they r,o to bed booted and spurred ready to r'm off. He kept

us till after midnir;ht, drinkinp: fre�ly and exercisinp his

wit on all of us, but particularly on Col. Monroe and the

o:fficers of the cavalry. At Lanz th a citizen who happened to

be there to rid us of this s t r-an ze and sarcastic man, agreed

to accompany him home, and much to our p.:ratification we at

len ,th g o t clea.r of him and got some rest. We took Col.

Ashton's an c ampment on OL1r way back to the oi t)r; got back

after an absence of about a week, Col. MonEoe.hoped he had

rende�ed some service in rousin� up the militia in the

quarter we went thr ourrh ,

Before the British squadron left the Pat omac a Lar ze

force landed to attack Col. Ashton's camp, he was encamped

about a mile from the shnre in a handsome grove of pines with

two openings near throuph which the marching of his troops

could be seen distinctly from tho shore where the British

troops landed. He had two small pieces of cannon, which he

placed in full view, and mar che d his re�iment around five or

six times so as to make hi s force many thonsand instead of

about a thousand, this ruse had the desired effect. I un-

de stood he got a soldier to pretend to desert and confirm

that his force was larp;er than the British force about to make

the attack, this induced the British to abandon the enterprise

ana return to their shippinp.:. Col. Ashton was in my opin-

ion ana of the best mili t a officers I met in that quarter,
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to take command on the northern frontier, in the sunmer- of

He was appointed by Gen. Jackson Marshall of the
·

s t r-Lc t

of Columbia and continued in the office un t I I his d a th, I

became intimately acquainted with him and his amt.ab
:

e family

and was at. the ci ty when he di e d about. the ye ar 1834, I think.

I was in the citY'when Gen. Wade Ha�ptbn passed throu�h

IP13, and became acquai.nted wi th him. He did not equal the

Government's expectations and was recalled. He passed

thr-our-h Washdmgton but did not report himself I unde r s t.oo d

to the Secretary of War, but went to his friend's Col. John

Ho ome a at the Bowling Green and resigned his comrrd s i on ,

About this time Gen. Wilkinson was ordered from his

station, towards New Orlenas, and sent to the northern

frontier to command there. He had lately marri d a Miss

Trudore and wi th he r i star 1 eft her at Dr Blake
t

s
,

a re r-

ative f the Gane-ral's, in the city. The limate and water

disagreed with him and he got sic and was confined to his

bed at the time of the battle of Williamsburp,. It will be

remembered that Generals Chandler and Winder were cap t.ure d

on Ston�r Neck, where they had a Large force but had taJ<en

up their quarters a mile from the enca�pment. Th enemy _ t

notice of this fact and captured them. Our Government was

-

des �rou S 0 f e xc harrgd ng pr i soners but the Bri ti sh au t ho r I tie s

refused and declared thev would hang every man who had been

a British subject whether naturalized or not they captured

and found in arms. The President directed Gen. J. Mason, the

American Com�issary of Prisoners to inform the British au-

thori tie that he WOuld re tali ate and hang man for man :for

everyone executed. Gen. Winder at
:

this SOlicitation got a

short parole to come to Washington and make some representa-

tions to our Government. I saw him when there and I think. h

returned soon a.fter. Gen. Armst�onp.;, Sec-retarv of War, went
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on to t he headquarters of our Northern Army to spiri t up

the troops all along that frontier and line. The War Office

was under the c har-gs of his first clerk, Maj. Daniel Parker,

an intelligent officer who was tied t o the law. We boarded

at the same house, had our lodginp: rOoms adjoining with a

parlor between us. We were much top-ether out of' office hours.

The Govermnent had be sn notified by Gan Harrison that his

army had go t ten to Malden and found the p l ac e evacuated by

Gen. Proctor, taking of� all they could, drivin� off the

stock, horses etc., and destroyinp- what they could not taKe

away. Gen. Harrison's force had with him our distinf!uished

veteran, Gov. Shelby and the mo in t.e d arrnamen t of the Kentuck..r

t r-o op s , Gen. Harrison mentioned all these dLf'f'LcuLt t e he

had to contend with and stated that Gen. Proctor had three

days the start of him. The horses could not be taken across

the Lake
,

there was a large bend in Lake Eri e and by rai sing

a fence about a mile long, 5 or 6000 acres Of good prairie

grass could be enclosed, which wa done in a fi w days, a

covering made for t
.

add nd such baggag as th y could

not tak over or need, and a guard left over to take care

of the horse It as difficult to g t a few Canadian ponies

for General Harri on and Gov. Shelby and their staff to

mount, no transportation for provision. The men had to go

on foot and depend on chance for subsi tence. Col. R. M.

Johnson's mounted regiment had �one via Detroit, crossed and

joined the command before the b at t La , It will be recall s c te d

that Proctor' army was overtaken, d feated and captured in

Nov enb er-, 181�. G n , II rrison was by no means a favorit

wi th G n . Arm tron
,

and Maj or Park r, no doubt, partook of

the .

am unf vor b.I Lmp re sian as did his chief and I heard

Parker remark on Gen. H rrison' letter concerning the

di f:fi euI ti his army had to contend with, that nothing was

120



121

to be expected from Gen. H rrison's army, and this was the

general irnpre sion at th� city at the time that Proctor's

army would escape. Of course when the news carne t hat Proctors

army was captured, the news was so unexpecteq. that it was

received with 1mbounded satisfaction and appla • The ex­

press arrived about day b ak late in November, 18}
,

and

delivered his despatches to Maj. Parker, a e t Ln g Secretary of

War. Parker flew into my room as he �oused from his bed

and exclaimed, by G-d Taylor, Harrison has take n the whol Of

Proctor
t

army. I was de], ighted at the good news. Pr ident

Madison had gOhe to Virgini , quite sick. I had my servant

and horses at the stabl of our bo rdinp, hQuse, I ordered

my horse to be saddl ed a d went off at :rtllJ speed to Col.

Monro, S cretary of State, and announced to him the 'good

news be�ore hJ had risen. We rejoiced tog ther a short time

and 1st off to give the good n ws to Mr. R. Rush and the

heads of the other epartm nts and then went to my fri'end,

John Graham, first Clwrk in the Department o� �tate, all

was gl and. rejoicing. It so happened that same day as to

be. h Ld a �eneral muster for the whole District of Columbia

and I nlver witness dada of· g�eater rejoicinp, in my life.

The whole comrron was ali va wi th the whole ci ty and :from

Alexandria, Georeetown and th e surrounding country for the

n ws flew with the wind. Th parane

and the sound of ar t i Ll er-v was f;rand and delight beamed in

ev er-v count n nee. At night, the Ci ty, as well as Geor etown

and Alexandria v re brilliantly illuminated. As the Pres­

ident's family w re absent, I as assigned to attend·to the

illuminat inn of the Pr4!si dent's nouse
and to guard afr,ains t

accidents and after 11 o'clock P. M. I joined the throng

at the hotels and in the street and spent the �re ater part of

the night in rejoicin� and no accident h ppened to mar our



enjoyment. In a few days Gen. Harrison's official d -

spatches were received at the War Department and r-e que st i n zr

to know what disposition should be made of the prisoners.

In consequence of the treatment and imprisonment of our

naturaliz d citizens, our Government determined to imprison

all the captured o r f'i c ers. The f3e cretary of War and Gen.

° Mason, Co. of prisoners, sent for me to inquire of me as to

the state of our jails in Kentucky. I remarked that except

Lexin�ton, they were gene-rally' small and few of them had fire

places in them, it was then late in Io vamber and if they were

guarded it would be v ry severe for the sentinels to stand

guard t hr-ough the winter. That we had a new penitentiary,

I

I

.1

I

just c cmp Le t e d and that there wert=! not more than about three

convicts in it, that if it was wished to treat th officers

harshly they could be locked up at night in cells, but to

b t r ated leniently they could have the liberty of the yard

an acre or two That the buildings were of substantial

�inished in good plain style well li�hted. That as

the Kentucky troops, principally, had captured them I thought

itentuckv ought to have the kee p ing of them, to send them to

Pr-ankf'or t and put. them in the Peni t.ent i ar-v
,

that I tho urtht

this c our se wo Ld bring the ari tish authori ties to their

"I'..

I

I
.

I,
·

.1

senses and induce them to ap,ree to an exchange of pri son r

and deter them from executing the naturalized citizen, th t

if it was wished I would address a 1 tter to Gov. Shelby on

the'subject or what I had recorrmended and that I was c00vinc .. d

h would o r der the reception of the said prisoners into the

There were, I 't hin!-, from 40 to 50 of these

o f f'Lc er s
, ,a'nong

them Maj Francis Huir who had e orrmand of

Detroit when I left there on the 1st of Sept. lR12, and sev�

eral oth rSt field officers. As to non-commissioned officers

musicians and privates, I advised that they should be sent
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l

to the Newpor-t Barracks, vhe r-e there were good quarters and

abundant o orn to a c conmo da t then, I think up a rds of 300. An

order was �iven accordingly and the marched there. Snmeti�e

in the course of the next year an x e han ge of prisoners took

place and all the prisoners, o r it eer s and privates were

released.

I remained at Was hington until the las t of November,

1813. The trial of Gen. Hull was appointed to" tak place

at Alban:" N. Y. about the first o f" January, 1814. I "was

s rvecl with a subp o ena "to attend this trial� I !<new the

.

trial would consum several months and as I had then been

nine mont s .from ho: .y:n. tri P ymaster

J 'r

rom WhlCh la ge disbu em nts had been mad and

great resp 'nsibili y thrown on me. I got hom about the lOt

12th of DAcember and had to go. on to Frankfort to make

o e arrangemerits in relation to my apartment. On the 4th

Januarv, lP14, I, in company wi h Maj. Whistl r arid his

son, Captain William, crossed the Ohio on the ice with our

travel d on hor e back to Ibany to the trial of

we got there in du t irne to .i ve ou e V1. dence

'.

before the Court M rtial, of hich Maj. Gen Dearborn was

Pr-e s i den't , The trial r suIted in Gen. Jfull's condemnation

to suffer d at h, for his cowardly and shameful surrender Qf

�troit, but from his ag and ae r vd ee a an officer in the

R v o Lut ion, he was p r-do ne d. Indee d he as r corrm nde d to

rn rcy by very man of the Court and w s p rdoned, which was

right, for he had larpe connec ion in Massachus tts who

were aupp o r-r.e r-s of Mr. Madison's dministration and the war

COm�odore Isaac Hull was raised by Gen. full �s his father hM

died when e was an infant a d it will be remembered that

G n . Hull g ined our first naval vi tor< and took the

Guerri r
,

with the Pre ident, I think. It as proteSted

12�
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till sustaining, under the influence of this pLlblic office.

As I had become a pri so ne r of war in AUp,nst, IP.12, a D. P,

Master was appoin ed for Ohio and some time aft r a sec d

one was appoint�d to hold his office at Chil�icothe, a more

central position, but for the want of funds which the Gov�rn-l

ment could not supply, and.1 .preslL�e other cause, resigned

orne time before the close of the war in th� spring of 1815,

Gen • McArthur, who had succ eded to the c onmand of the Eighth

Military District, after the' r e sd gne tLon of Gen. Harrison,

was ordered to discharge all of the troops in his district

and pay them off. The D.P.Mast r, first alluded to, was

or-d er sd to Gen. McArthur's head quarters to payoff the army,

he refused to obey the order, alleping, as I have under toed,

that he would disburse no Tore f'unds until his accounts we r-e

closed and would re t ai n in hi s own hands alar ge sum un ti 1

his ccounts were closed, he wa sued and a large sum re­

covered from him. Soon fter the end of the war Gen. McArthur

ordered me to send up two of my as istants, which I promptly

did by sending my assistant T. Berry and WM. K. Beall and

�ollowed on myself aOn after. The General h d received some

f'und and what wi th some had on hand and some I pro cured by

a draft on the P.M. General, the whol military force in the

districtly were promptly paid off and dischar� d in May, 1815.

I hay heretofore men t i one d that I was dir cted to pay

off all the discharp-e_d officers and soldiers which had b een

call ed out from K n t.u e kv at the latter end of the war, there

were many claims by xecutors and administr tor and I sent

one of my assistant to the sev ral counties from Which they

w re raised and paid off all demands, which I had completed

by the end of 1817 at which time my or rt ee ceased, and I here

declare on honor t ra t in no cas durinF. the war did ever an

of f'i e er- or soldier apply for. is pay and dues, if his o e ou n t.s



were re�ular and properly verified who would not be promp ly

p a i d
,

whether I .had Government f'und s on hand or not for I

kep t my o rrt e sUPI-lied by my own responsibility from the

Banks of C'i n c i nna t I when the U.S. Government cred.it was at a

low ebb and the Bank of Kentucky would not purchase a bill

or advance a do 1]. r
,

At the session of Conpr�ss of If15-16, the se�ond United

States Bank was incorpor ted with thirty five million of

dollars. The United States was to take seven millions of

·the sock and the balanc wa apportioned among the s veral

"

States in proportion to their popnlation and a portion monr

the terri t o t ter
,

so t ba t all the ci tizens of the Union mi rrht

have an equal chance to take part of the s t o ck , Most 0 f the

States were d e s i r-ou to "obtain branches of this useful fiscal

institution and amonp others, t}� citizens of Cin,innati p-

p o i rrt.e d Martin Baum, Esq., Judg Torrence and myself the

agents to attend the meetin� of the stockholders, we all at-

tended the meeting and voted for the Directors of the Pound

Bank. Th e gentle!l1e.n with myself made out a tick t or list

for Directors of the branch at Cincinnati and th y were

ppointed ...
T cob Barnett, Esq., was the first Pre ident,

and the Bank went into operation in th sprin� of 1817, �s

did the branche at Chillicothe, L x i ngt o n and Loui ville.

I was appoint d a direct r for L xington as the charter r -

quired the Directors to b residents of the re pectiv States

in which t}� banks were located. The distance from my

residence to Iexington b.inp' too p;reat for m to comtinll

a member of thaJ Board(82 miles) I d clined a second appoint-

mente Col. l1a'l1es Morrison was the fi rst and only President

of that branch, William Creighton of that at Chillicothe and

of that at Louisville.

I spent my time very pleasantly at Phila.delphia. We ad
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great attention and politeness shown u and I did not leave

that city until early in February following. The a�ents of

the bv an c he s o f' �entucky and Ohio concluded to gi v a dinner

our friends who had so liberally ente�tained us and others

of our acqual.nta.nc in the City, we had no ra�ard to polit-

ical parties. We invited about 100 guests, Col. James Morri­

son presided as President and my s e'l f' as Vies-president, all

app ea re d to enjoy themselves 'and the Western entertainment

was the p-eneral theme of conversation in the mar l-e t plac s

nd gen rally t hrous hout the City as the most agre s ab Le dinner

the. t had ever b ie n known in the ci ty and had never xce l.Led,

in the' opinion of all.

I returned via Washington, spent some little time to

f!. t mv account arra.ng .. d
, passed t h'rough Virginia and spent

8 few days with my brother E. T., and other friends and pushed

off for ¥8ntucky.

It was intended to orpaniz
.

the Lexin�ton br ch on a

certain day of March, IFl'?, and I was desirous of at t end t n g

to elect myoId friend Col. Morrison our President, which

was don • W. Hunt, Esq., was his competitor.

As I passed thrO'l.1P; Fredericksburg, VEJ,., I purchased

from the heirs of Gen. Hugh Mercer their r ema in i ng interest

of a mili.tary tract of 5,000 acres on the Ohio river �ranted

to the said heirs for the General's serv ces, under the

British proclamation 0, 17R3. This interqst was upwards

of 3000 acres, I ha.d pr e vLcu s Lv purchased the other inter est,

the locators claimed on -fift� part, and 1000 acres the heirs

had ema s Po ey and 500 acre s to Mrs. Be tsy Green,

this tract extended from near the mouth of Four Mile or

Silama Creek, about fi ve miles above the Licking, by the road

across a bend of the Ohio, but by the rivx about ten miles.

It extends up to t m-ru th of Wells Creek (general,ly called
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Twelve Mile) It held out ab o u t 0,400 acre and embraced nine

miles by the meadows. As I passed throu�h Virginia I was

joined by P. H. Jone , the son of a respectable old ac­

qua.intance of mine, Andrew Jane., near Midway •. We pr-o ce e de d

on t hr ou gh Charlo,ttes'fille, Mr. Jones was very de st r-ous of

seeing and becoming acquainte with our df at t nzuf she d states

man, Thomas J fferson, and I did rriv pleasure to accompany him

to Monticello, intr duce him, were invited to dine which

we p:ladly accepted. Mr •.Jones was quite de L'i rrht.e d to b e e ome

acquainted with this frreat statesman, we went and Lo dr-e d

wi th the venerabl # and hi�h1y respectable widow Lewt s, the

widow of Col. Nicholas Lewis dece s d, and the daughter of

Dr. 'rhomas WalKer of noted memory, whose mothe� was aunt to

my f'a the r
,

We passed thr-ough Staunton and Ff ncas t Le
,

the latter the

seat of justice of Bottetourt Co., V
.,

I was taken sick there

and detained a week with fever, I was par t t c c.Lar-Ly desirous

to get on to Lexington at the organization of the ank re­

ferred to, �nd started before I was well enou�h to travel,

only by Ter�r moderate s t ar-e s , Passed by Col. Hancock's

residence,

.

whom I met, and very politely invited me to remain

until my health was restored, hut I reluctantly had to de­

cline his polite invit t Ion
,

and progressed on t houjrh v ry

feebl. We arrived at Abbinfton late that evening, retired

e ar Iv
, beinp, much fatigued, about 10 0 "c Lo.c k P.M. a party

came into an adjoinin� room and made the most tremendous

noi se, Laughi ng and ho L'Lowing that can be Lmard ned ,
I at

length called to them, Gentlemen I am a t�aveller, very sick,

and much fa t:i.p;ued, am passing on to Ken t.u e ky on very Lm-

portant bu s i ne ss, am short of tim I beg 0 f yon to suffer

me to p;et s erne repose that I mav be able to pursue my journey

in the morn ing, wht chI s hall not be a ble to do if I am so



disturbed in my rest, but my entreaties had no effect and I

had to bear it until after mi dn Ls-ht , We arose next morning

to depart about sunrise. An Irishman kept a store opposite

the tavern, he br our-ht out the effigy of a female and tied

it to the railing o� the foot-way, she was dressed in a hand­

some calico dress and had on a handsnme stra.w bonnet. The

dress must have been worth .{ 4. and the bonnet �2·. He applied

fire at the lower end which SOOn consumed it. I inquired

wha tit men t and was informed that it was a. Sheeley (the wi re

of St Patrick).

The noisy party which annoyed me so much the pr e ce e d i ng

nip,ht were ma k'inz this Sheel y which trey placed aza i ns t the

tore door of the Irish merchant and when he opened the store

in the morning, in popped Sheeley. It was the first and

only efigy of the kind I had ever een 01' heard o f', In the

neighborhood where I was raised there w re but few

most of t4e foreigners in that quarter were Scotch.

We stopped a few days in Wyeth County, at an old bach-

ri sh,

alor s, Col. Robert Sayer, a Captain of the Revolution,

f'or whom I had drawn a land warrant for his seventh year's

rvice and purohased of him his former claim af ab ou t �,OOO

acres all lying in the Virginia Military Tract in Ohio.

We pa "sed on to Lax i n rt o n via the 01 wild rna as route,

by Bean's station in E3St Tenness a, crossing Clinch and

Powell
'

�

mountains and .ri v ers, the two RocKcastles and the

Cumberland mountains and river and by the noted place, Crab

orchard, from which tray lIars returning to the Eastern Statep

convened and took their departure, from one to frequently

several hundred, in a party. I have referred to my return

thr our-h the wi Ldern ss in Sep t embe r
,

1 '792, from mv fir st

visit to Kentucky in a e onp any of 350, tw nty-five years

before.
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The country from near Abbinp-ton to C:rab Orchard is a

remarkably rough and mountainous refrion, the trace of ho r se

path in '92 had been improved to a roufh wagon road some

years thereafter. The expression at that period war when

did you leave, and when will you return to the old settle-

,.
.

ments, referrinp: to V p;inia and all the Atlantic �tates.

We reached Lexington in the ordinary course of travel-

ling. At that town I parted with Mr. Jane who went to

louisvl.lle where he had some friends and expected to get into

bus ine ss in that quarter. I had been from home from the

middl e of the previous October. I pushed forward and rode

about 7!=) mile a day and part of the night, On my f'amous

riding horse, Highla.nder, which I had ridden to Philadelphia

and the whole route home.

The branch of the U. S. bank at Lexington went into

operation about April first, 1817. Col. James Morrison was

elected President and continued to be so until the expiration

of its charter, I served out my appointment as one of the

directors of the first board, but declined are-appointment

as it was too distant to attend without great inconvenience.

Fr-om that period I turned my attention to my land

business in Ohio and r_,entucky which had been much nef:rlected

during my connection with the late war. Maj. l�ei teh had

1 ft his widow, now Mrs. Taylor, (mv wife all· of his land

claims, lying some in, Jefferson, Campbell, Hardin and

Grayson. Much Of' which was not carried into g-rants and much

of it not divide d wi th the locators. The se lands and the

large quantity I had drawn warrants for and located in the

Va. Military Tract in Ohio, with some �iven me by my

v nerable father, added to considerable c1 Irns I undertook to

secure on the hares, besides some Lar ze purchases kept me

ver » busy, wi th two assi stan ts, my nephew Hubbard Tav�or and

l�O



Mr. Sa'11Uel Winston, who both lived with me and were surveyors.

These large land claims have kept me busy up to almost the

present time, but from which for ten or twelve years back

I have been relieved by my son, Col. Ja�e8 TaYlor, who has

t ken the bother off my hands and I am proud to a ckno wl e dg

has managed them to advan t ag and much to mv satisfaetion,

and by knowled�e of my business has enabled him to realize

some t htng handsome for hirns elf, both in lands in Ohio and

houses and lots in
Cincinnati, independent of what I have

given him in land, laves, stock, etc.

I was very desirous to have mv public accounts closed

and devoted much of my time to this end. I was directed by

the P.M. General to close all the payments to the re�iments

of militi. The last Kentucky troops were rais d from

H rrison, Bourbon and Nicholas, this duty was performed in

lRI'7, by my nephew Hubbard B rry who attend d in the. several

counties and closed the busine s i th cour ott year

and the voucher 'Were forwarded to the Third Audi tor
t

s

Office.

In December, IP19, I w nt on to Washington in c omp any

wi.th Judge Thomas Todd, his son tTohn H. Todd and Col. Ja.�es

Morri son, we travelled on ho r s eb ack the whole way. Judge

Todd held his court in Chillicothe and there we m t .an d

pro eeded on. Col. Morri son had moved from Pi t '. sbur-g and

settled himself in I, x Ln g-ton I think in t he year 1792. 'H had

durin� the Revolution been stationed in the town of Wh eling

in Virgini where a block house was erected and commanded

by a Captain Hughes of the U. S. Col. M.orrison at that

Lt

P r-Lod
lerned how 'VVhee ling got its nang and rela ted the se

facts to me which I understood him he had received from the

old s ttlers who were known to the facts.

There were Indians living on the Mononpahela side, a

party of about twelve o r them went across the Ohio, about
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the mouth of Wh sling Creek, d made war upon a party of

Indians on the Ohio ide and defeat d them. The defeated

party stren rt hene d their party and pursued the Virp:ini

Indians and came up with them at the mouth of

Wheeling creek, attacked' them and kill ed e e� one of t h m,

twelve in number, cut o�f their heads and stuck them on

spikes. The indian nam 9f he ads
,

of the body was the nam

of that nation o� Indian, so that Wheelin� Creek is Head

Creek. I inquir d of a number of people in Vfueeling and its

n et ghbor ho od and not one could te�l me how that creek got its

name, they understood it was by some Indian battl
,

but w re

i _norant ofany of the particulars.

When .we got into Washington, Col. Morrison n ame d to m

that he had a broth rinlaw bo rding in the ev n lildinp:s

Mr. Montgomery, whom he would get to help him in pr-e p ar f.rig

his a c e oun t for settlement of hi late Q.M.G. accounts.

Mr. Montgomery was a clerk in one of the offices. I con­

sented and we went to the bo ar d ing house and found. the ho u s

WS. s kept by Mr • Smoot
,

whom I had known, wi th her husband,

in better-days. Indeed, she was a Mi s Hipkins whom I.had

known pear Port Roy 1, be�ore her marriap-e We found her in

great di s tre S8, her husband had di ad some ye ar s b for

leaving a fa�ilv of ten or twel children, the oldest a son

of seventeen or eip:hteen years of age who had rambled off,

he had a hands erne and in teres tinp; daughter o t' sixt n years

of age, the oth rs w re mostly p,irls, the next about twel e

years of ag. She had a large house and only three boarders,

Mr. Mon t.gorner y ,
and Mr. Fill y Brown and wife. Her house-

hold goods were under ex cution for rent of �4,OOO and anoth r

yearts rent accruing. Cole Morrison and myself end avored

to cheer her up, agreed to bo ard wi t h her S11d offered to ad-

vane her what funds she ne e de d for her han ,but she would
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l�:�

o ly take · 20. from us. r to Ld he l' I had a gen l' al ac quai n t-

an ce in the city and would have her- house filled in a few

days. Col. Morr i son also af dad and we had her r-ooms fill ad

in two or three days. Mrs. Smoote had received a stroke of

the pals y and was qui t lame, but had to trudge wi th her

li t tle daug tel' to the lower 'market ne ar Bra w and Gadsl y

t

S

Tavern for her
marketing. I had my valuable body ser ant

Reuben Hawkins wi t.h me. r r e corrmerid d him to Mr
• smoo t that

h wa s trusty, did our ma r ke ting when at horne, to gi ve him

such SQ'l1 as she de erne d n c ssary and for every cent she lost

I would make it. gOOd, and he would rid her of th f'a t i s-ue

in gain, to mark t. She readily complied and deelared to m

Reuben ave d her on fhi d of what the same prov t s i on s would

have cost he r and got better articles. In a. few days ours

was considered one of the most greeable and desirable

boarding houses in the city. Mrs. Smoote tually p:ave up

her own room and went into the upper or zar-r t part. B for

I left th city sh had paid off) the ex cut i on
,

r Ii ved her

property and had funds in advance. He� dauphter played well

on the piano, s ng agreeably, as did. Mr. Montgomery, and

t that d y wa no slouch at a sonp. myselr. Col. Morrison

was full of anecdote and of war �tories. It had acquired

sue h f'am that. Mr • Smoo t could not accorrmo da t half th

pplic tion. J. H. Todd, John R. Piatt and a host of others

were b o s rder and Mr. Ru s 11, late Command r at Gh nt

solicited me to let him partak of a part of my b droom

for f ar- of' Lo s i ng a berth in t ba t apreeable house. Mrs.

Smoote declar d she w s und r la tin� obli�ations to m
,

tp3t

I had saved her from ruin, nd I can truly say I ne ver fel t

as much satisfact i on at any act in m�' life, than by se rvtnn

this tru Lv and un f'o tuna te wi dow. As to my s rvant Reuben,

the children all called him "Un e I ," ac t.ua.lLv
v

had his likenesE
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t ak n by paper cuts an d had them tr me d , I recei ved a number

of messap;es from t his worthy woman by ,1udg fcott at r

of her boarders, s avt ng she s hou Ld never f'o r s-e t my friend-

ship to her. Mr. Mont .omsr-v mar-r i e d Miss Smoote not Lon z

after. I did not isit Washington for some "ears, wh n I did

I f ound s he had moved to her mother's n ar Port Rov al.,
"

.,

and I think Mr. Mont p;orn rv and hi s wi f move d to Al.ab am •



 



 



 


