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In a few hours the whole

0'clc t, Jus s we, Col. Monroe and aids were
about poing to rest, we were notified by Col. Ashton that he
had received information from one of the sentinels that a
number of boats were approaching the shore opposite his camp.
Col. Ashton had his regiment paraded and was waiting the
approach of the enemy, Gen. Mercer, Mr, Jenifer and myself
volunteered to go and wateh the movements of the enemy, it
being dark it was difficult to ascertain distinectly but we
thought we discovered a number of boats endeavoring to ap-
proach the shore in the direction of Col, Ashton's cemp but
tTey were prevented by the low tide and shallow water, Gen.
Mercer and Mr., Jenifer remained to watch the enemy and I

went to Col. Ashton's camp to report. The repiment was kept
P

under arms till daylight but a force landed that night.
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Col. Monroe and his suite went to Blackstong house op-
posite the Island, spent a few hours there, there appeared a
conéiderable bustle on the island as if some movement was
intended. Our party proceeded down to St. Georpe's Island,
a short distance ’O:Aru' the mouth of the Potomac, The British
flotilla of 13 ships were anchored opposite the residence
of a Major Somerville, a handsome, large two story brick
house and the grounds handsomely improved. He was out with
the militia at some station not distant from his residence,
We lodged that night in this building, but Col. Monroe,
as a measure of precaution, went a few miles back in the
country, Maj. Somerville's manapger lodged us in a room back
from the river, saying he was careful not to suffer any light
to be in that part of the house toward the river lest the
enemy might be induced to burn the house, We got a com-
fortable supper and next morning we proceeded on our way, Ve
met Col, Monroe by appointment and made our way to the ferry
across the Yocomecea, a large branch of the Potomac up which
the tide flows some distance, here we got our breakfast about
10 o'cloek A, M., we pot some soft crabs and had them cooked
for breakfast, they are a great delicacy. Col. Monroe, as
indeed we all were tired, had been up late each night and
rode hard, the Colonel got asleep in his chair while waiting
for breakfast, he had lost one of his spurs. A strong lookine
man about fifty years of age who lived somewhere in that
quarter, by name of Smoote (he was a man of considerable
shrewdness and wit) who had taken his bitters freely that
morning was quite inquisitive and sarcasticallv remarked,
pointing to Col. Monroe, who is that man he inquired of us
who is asleep in his chair? Hush, said one of us, that is
our distinguished Statesman Col. Monroe, Secretary of State.

Ah, said he, I expect he is one of the road men, I see he has
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but one spur on, but I suppose if one side pgoes the other
cannot lag behind., He told us, the morning referred to, he
was coming doen to Col. Stewart's farm house and met the
Captain and his company running off, he said he demanded where
thev were going in such haste up the road. Smoote cursed
them as cowards and proceeded to the farm house, where he

found Maj. Jackson and his two companies who had not de-

serted.

Smoote annoyed Col, Monroe by his quizzical conversa-

tion and remarks and very much against our will accompanied

us across the feéerry and to a farm house from the mouth of the

Yocomecca where we were met by Col. John Taylor with a

squadron of dragoons he had the command of at the city, He

had furnished Col. Monroe with an escort of six when we set

out but which we left with Maj. Jackson when we went on, to

serve as videttes, Maj. Jackson appreared to be a good, plain, |

common sense man, but acknowledged himself quite ignorant

of military matters, said he had been recently appointed and

had never any book on military tacties, and as he understood

I had seen some military service and some little experience

in military matters, begped I would instruct him in his

duty, and had begped, as referred to, for me to take command

of his troops on the nights of the boats.

It appeared to me the common people in that part of

Maryland were less informed and more ignorant than anv part

of the United States, Many of them acknowledped to me they

had never been more than 30 miles from home in their lives. I
Many of the?lived by fishing, ducking and trading in oysters. |
We did not meet a wagon on our whole trip, their domestic car-
riages were horse carts with no iron about them. At the farm
house last referred to there were with the dragoons 40 or 50

Persons.

Smoote continued with us and annoyed us very much, he
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lived not far distand but said he did not like to leave
pleasant company and would not go home along@ and invited as
many of us as clhose to accompany him to his home.. The dmesees
drapoons kept their horses saddled for fear of an attack,
some of the EBritish ships lay opposite the mouth of the
small river, only about three miles distant. Some of the
officers lav down with their boots and spurs on, which were
quite muddy. Ah, said Smoote, they are up the road men, see,
they go to bed booted and spurred ready to run off. He kept
us till after midnight, drinking freely and exerecising his
wit on all of us, but particularly on Col, Monroe and the
officers of the cavalry., At lenpth a citizen who happened to
be there to rid us of this strange and sarcastic man, agreed
to accompany him home, and much to our gratification we at
length got clear of him and got some rest. We took Col.
Ashton's encampment on our way back to the citv; got back
after an absence of about a week, Col. Montoe hoped he had
rendered some service in rousing up the militia in the
quarter we went through,

Before the British squadron left the Patomac a large
force landed to attack Col. Ashton's camp, he was encamped
about a mile from the shore in a handsome prove of pines with
two openings near through which the marching of his troops
could be seen distinetly from the shore where the British
troops landed. He had two small pieces of cannon, which he
placed in full view, and marched his regiment around five or
six times so as to make his force many thousand instead of
about a thousand, this ruse had the desired effect. I un-
derstood he pot a soldier to pretend to desert and confirm
that his force was larger than the British forece about to make
the attack, this induced the British to abandon the enterprise
ana return to their shipping. Col. Ashton was in my opin-

ion one of the best militfa officers I met in that quarter,
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He wes appointed by Gen. Jackson Marshall of the Bistrict
of Columbia and continued in the office until his d¢ath, I
became intimately acquainted with him and his amiab’ e family

and was at the city when he died about the vear 1834, I think.

I was in the city when Gen. Wade Hampton passed through
to take command on the northern frontier, in the summer of
1£13, and became acquainted with him. He did not equal the
Government's expectations and was recalled. He passed
through Washington but did not report himself I understood
to the Secretary of War, but went to his friend's Col. John
Hoomeg at the Bowling Green and resigned his comrision,
About this time Gen. Wilkinson was ordered from his
station, towards New Orlenas, and sent to the northern
frontier to command there. He had lately married a Miss
Trudore and with her sister left her at Dr. Blake's, a rel-
ative of the General's, in the city. The oclimate and water
disapreed with him and he got sick and wae confined to his
bed at the time of the battle of Williamsburg. It will be
remembered that Generals Chandler and Winder were captured
on Stony Neck, where they had a larpge force but had taken
up their quarters a mile from the encampment, The enemy pot
notice of this fact and captured them. Our Government was
desirous of exchanging prisoners but the British authorities
refused and declared thev would hang every man who had been
a British subject whether naturalized or not they captured
and found in arms. The President directed Gen, J. Mason, the
American Commissary of Prisoners to inform the British au-
thorities that he would retaliate and hang man for man for
every one executed, Gen. Winder at this solicitation got a
short parole to come to Washington and make some representa-
tions to our Government, I saw him when there and I think he

returned soon after. Gen. Armstrong, Secretary of War, went
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on to the headquarters of our Northern Army to spirit up

the troops all along that frontier and line. The War Office
was under the charpe of his first clerk, Maj. Daniel Parker,
an intelligent officer who was tied to the law, We boarded
at the same house, had our lodging rooms adjoining with a
parlor betwsen us. Ve were much topether out of office hours,
The Government had besn notified by Gen; Harrison that his
army had potten to Malden and found the Place evacuated by
Gen. Proctor, taking off all ‘thev could, driving off the
stock, horses etc., and destroying what thev could not take
away. Gen. Harrison's force had with him our distinpuished
veteran, Gov, Shelby and the mounted armament of the Kentucky
troops. CGen. Harrison mentioned all these difficulties he
had to econtend with and stated that Gen, Proctor had three
days the start of him. The horses conld not be taken across
the Lake, there was a large bend in Lake Erie and by raising
a fence about a mile long, 5 or 6000 acres of good prairie
grass could be emclosed, which was done in a few days, a
covering made for the saddles and such bagpape as they could
not take over or need, and a guard left over to take care

of the horses., It was difficult to get a few Canadian ponies
for Genaeral Harrison and Gov. Shelby and their staff to
mount, no transportation for provisions., The men had to go
on foot and depend on chance for subsistence. Col. R. M.
Johnson's mounted regiment had pone via Detroit, c¢rossed and
joined the command before the battle. It will be recollected
that Proctor's army was overtaken, defeated and captured in
November, 1818, Gen. Harrison was by no means a favorite
with Gen., Armstrong, and Major Parker, no doubt, partook of
the same unfavorable impression as did his chief and I heard
Parker remark on Gen. Harrison's letter concerning the

diffieulties his army had to contend with, that nothing was
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to be expected from Gen. Harrison's army, and this was the
general impression at the city at the time that Proctor's
army would escape, Of courgse when the news came that Proctors
army was captured, the news was so unexpected that it was
received with unbounded satisfaction and applauge. The ex-
press arrived about day break late in November, 1913, and
delivered his despatches to Maj. Parker, acting Secretary of
War. Parker flew into my room as he ¥oused from his bed
and exclaimed, by @-d Taylor, Harrison has taken the wholé of
Proetor's army. I was delighted at the pood news. President
Madison had gohe to Virginia, gquite sick. I had my servant
and horses at the stable of our boarding house, 1 ordered
my horse to be saddled and went of f at full speed to Col.
Monroe, Secretary of State, and announced to him the good
news before he had risen, We rejoiced together a short time
and I set off to give the good news to Mr. R. Rush and the
heads of the other Bepartments and then went to my friend,
John Graham, first Clerk in the Department of State, all
was glee and rejoieing. It so happened that same day was to
be held a peneral muster for the whole Distriet of Columbia
and I never witnessed a day:=of pgreater rejoicing in my life.
The whola common was alive with the whole city and from

Alexandria, Georgetown and the surrounding country for the

1oy

( v

news flew with the wind. The parade ~vvo<? -
and the sound of artillery was grand and delight beamed in
everv countenance, At night, the City, as well as Georgetown
and Alexandria were brilliantly illuminated. As the Pres-
ident's family were absent, I was assipned to attend to the
illumination of the Pr&sident's house and to puard apainst
accidents and after 11 o'clock P, M, I joined the throng

at the hotels and in the streets and spent the greater part of

the night in rejoicing and no accident hmpppened to mar our
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enjovment., In a few days Gen, Harrison's official de-
spatches were received at the War Department and requesting
to know what disposition should be made of the prisoners.

In consequence of the treatment and imprisonment of our

naturalized citizens, our Government determined to imprison

all the captured officers., The Secretary of War and Gen.

Mason, Co. of prisohers, sent for me to inquire of me as to

Y the state of our jails in wentucky. I remarked that except

lexington, they were gensrally small and few of them had fire

places in them, it was then late in November and if thev were
guarded it would be very severe for the sentinels to stand
guard through the winter, That we had a new penitentiary,

X just campleted and that there were not more than about three
conviets in it, that if it was wished to treat the officers
harshly they could be locked up at night in cells, but to
be treated leniently they could have the liberty of the vard

é\of an acre or two. That the buildings were of substantial

o g brieck finished in good plasin style well lipghted. That as

the yentuecky troops, principally, had captured them I thought

= ! Rentucky ought to have the keeping of them, to send them to

Frankfort and put them in the Penitentiary, that I thought

this eourse wowld bring the British authorities to their

senses and induce them to apree to an exchange of prisoners

and deter them from executing the naturalized citizens, that

1
' if it was wished I would address a letter to Gov. Shelby on

3 the subject of what I had recommended and that I was eonvineed

=T o

he would order the reception of the said prisoners into the

penitentiary.,\There were, I thinl, from 40 to 50 of these
A /
officers, among them Maj. Francis Muir who had command of

!
;

Detroit when I left there on the 1lst of Sept. 1812, and sev-

eral others, field officers, As to non-commissioned officers

musicians and privates, I advised that they should be sent

Sk

{
<
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to the Newport Barracks, where there were good quarters and
] abundant room to accommodate them, I think upwards of 300, An
order was given accordingly and they marched there. Sometime
in the couarse of the next vear an exchange of prisoners took
place and all the prisoners, officers and privates were
% released.
LI I remained at Washington until the last of November,
? 1813. The trial of Gen. Hull was appointed to také place
at Albany, N, Y, about the first of January, 1814, I was
e gerved with a subpoena to attend this trial. I knew the
trial would consume several months and as- I had then been

\\_ ahsent near nine monthg from home and my Distriet Pavmaster
3 i]’Jer.an'Lrnﬁ,n!/‘\‘rr;rn which larpe disbursements had been made and
great respondibility thrown on me. I got home about the 10th
sor 12th of December and had to go on to Frankfort to make
¥ a.srms arrangements in relation to my Jie‘parnment. On the 4th
of January, 1£14, I, in company with Maj. Whistler and his
, son, Captain William, crossed the Ohio on the ice with our
5 , horges and traveled on horse back to Albany to the trial of
: :Gsn. Hull, we got there in due time to give our evidence
before the Court Martial, of which Maj. Gsn.‘H'. Dearborn was

y President. The trial resulted in Gen. Hull's condemnation

to suffer death, for his cowardly and shameful surrender of

Betroit, but from his age and services as an officer in the
Revolution, he was pardoned. Indeed he was recommended to

merey by every man of the Court and was pardoned, which was

right, for he had a larpe connection in Massachusetts who

were supporters of Mr. Madison's administration and the war.

: Commodore Isasc Hull was raised by Gen. Hull as his father had
N =

¥ O died when he was an infent apd it will be renembered that

Gen. Iull gained our first naval vigtory and took the

%  Guerriere, with the President, I think. It was protested




| 124
‘ by order of the Secretary of War., I received from the P. M.G,
P Daniel Brent an apology saying from the exhausted state of
the Treasury they were compelled to make the prot¥st, but
assured me the bill should be taken up as soon as the
Treasury was ip funds, I still went on and disbursed 853,000

4 more before this bill was taken up, which was not done until

the 30th of January, 1815, near nine months after.
There were many unfaithful agents during the war of 1812,
Gen. Thos. J. Jesup, who commanded at New Orleans wrote me

requesting that I would remit to him his pay, that he could

not pget a dollar, that he was compelled to procure the nec-
essary comforts for the Hospital, to procure his own notes
to be discounted, géipdid not think proper to appropriate
any part of the funds so procured for his own pav and sub-
sistence. I cheerfully complied with his request. Maj.
Jonathan Tavlor Dep. Q.M.Gen, for the St Louis District made
a similar request to me and I paid each of these officers
their pay and subsistence for at least twelve months and I
have been assured by each of these officers that there were
disbursing officers at each place who had in their hands
from $30 to $40,000 with which they were speculating and the
only r=ason they gave for refusing to disburse these funds
was that there was not sufficient to pav all the claimants
and therefore they would pay none, It is mortifying to
sound ones own praises, but evidence of most of these acts
is on record in a suit now pending before the U, S. Cireuit
Court for the wentucky Distriet, in the depositions of Gen.
MeArthur, Gen. Thomas, J. Jesup, Maj. Taylor Berry and many
others. In the early part of the late war I gave great
offence to the accountant of the War Department, but more
particularly to the first Clerk in that pepartment and I have
been persecuted from that time to this. In the preceeding

pages I have given a statement of the wrongs I have and am

e s

_——_—y ——————_— . — — —
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still sustaining, under the influence of this public office,

As T had become a prisoner of war in Aupust, 1812, a D.P,

er was appoinfed for Ohio and some time after a second
one was appointed to hold his office at Chillieothe, a more
central position, but for the want of funds which the Govern-
ment could not supply, and I presume other camses, resigned,
8ome time before the close of the war in the spring of 1815,
Gen. McArthur, who h2d succeeded to the command of the Eighth
Military District, after the resignation of Gen, Harrison,
was ordered to discharge all of the troops in his district
and pay them off, The D.P.Master, first alluded to, was
ordered to pen, McArthur's head quarters to pay off the armv,
he refused to obey the order, alleging, as I have understood,
that he would disburse no more funds until his accounts were
closed and would retain in his own hands a large sum until
his acecounts were closed, he was sued and a large sum re-
covered from him. Soon after the end of the war Gen. McArthur
ordered me to send up two of my assistants, which I promptly
did by sending my assistants T, Berry and WM, K. Besll and
followed on myself soon after, The General had received some
funds and what with someé had on hand and some I procured by
a draft on the P.M,General, the whole military forece in the
districtly were promptly paid off and discharged in May, 1815,
I have heretofore mentinned that I was directed to pay
off all the discharped officers and soldiers which had been
called out from Kentucky at the latter end of the war, there
were many claims by executors and administrators and I sent
one of my assistants to the several countieg from which they
were raised and paid off all demands, which I had completed
by the end of 1817 at which time my office ceased, and I here
declare on honor that in no case during the war did ever an

of ficer or soldier apply for his pay and dues, if his accounts
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! were regular and properly verified who would not be prompgly

e paid, whether I had Government funds on hand or not for I
kept my office supplied by my own responsibility from the

| Banks of Cincinnati when the U,S., Government credit was at a

| ? low ebb and the Bank of Kentucky would not purchase a bill

S\ or advance a dollar.

l : \é At the session of Conpress of 1F15-16, the second United

| j 3 States Bank was incorporated with thirty five million of

€3 dollars. The United States was to take seven millions of

the sfock and the balance was apportioned among the several

States in proportion to their population and a portion among

the territotier, so that all the citizens of the Union mipht

e D i
v

have an equal chance to take part of the stock., Most of the
States were desirous to obtain branches of this useful fiscal ;
S institution and among others, the citizens of CinoinnatiAup-
pointed Martin Baum, Esq., Judge Torrence and mvself the
agents to attend the meeting of the stockholders, we all at-
< I tended the meeting and voted for the Directors of the Pound
Bank. These gentlemen with myself made out a ticket or list
for Directors of the branch at Cineinnati and thev were
»— appointed. Jacob Barnett, Esq., was the first President,
T and the Bank went into operation in the spring of 1817, as

did the branches at Chillicothe, Lexington and Louisville,

I was appointed a director for Lexington as the charter re-—

quired the Directors to be residents of the respective States

in which the banks were located, The distance from my |

residence to Texington beings too preat for me to comtinue

a member of that Board(82 miles) I declined a second appoint-

ment, Col., James Morrison was the first and only President

of that branch, William Creighton of that at Chillicothe and

of that at Louisville,

I spent my time very pleacantlv at Philadelphia., We had
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great attention and politeness shown us and I did not leave
that ¢ity until early in February following. The apents of
the branches of Kentucky and Ohio concluded to give a dinner
our friends who had so liberally entertained us and others
of our acqua'ntances in the city, we had no ragard to polit-
ical parties, We invited about 100 guests, Col., James Morri-
son presided as President and myself as Vice-president, all
appeared to enjoy themselves and the Western entertainment
was the peneral theme of conversation in the market places
and generally throughout the City as the most agreeable dinner
that had ever been known in the city and had never excelled,
in'the opinion of all,

I returned via Washington, spent some little time to
pet mv accounts arranged, passed through Virginia and spent

few days with my brother E., T., and other friends and pushed
off for pentucky.

It was intended to organize the Lexington branch on a
certain day of March, 1817, and I was desirous of attending
to elect my old friend Col, Morrison our President, which
was done, ~0 W. Hunt, Esq., was his competitor,

As I passed throug Fredericksburg, Va., I purchased
from the heirs of Gen., Hugh Mercer their remaining interest
of a military tract of 5,000 acres on the Ohio river pgranted
to the said heirs for the Ceneral's serv ces, under the Brttt
British proclamation of 1763, This interest was upwards
of 3000 acres, I had previously purchased the other interest,
the locators claimed one-fifth part, and 1000 acres the heirs
had sol@enq }ﬁomas Poy¥ey and 500 acres to Mrs, Betsy Green,
this tract extended from near the mouth of Four Mile or
Silema Creek, about five miles above the Licking, by the road

across a bend of the Ohio, but by the river about ten miles.

It extends up to the mouth of Wells Creek (generally called
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Twelve Mile) It held out about 6,400 scres and embraced nine
miles by the meadows. As I passed through Virginia I was
joined by P. H, Jones, the son of a respectable old ac-
quaintance of mine, Andrew Jones, near Midway. We proceeded
on throvgh Charlottesville, Mr, Jones was very desirous of
seeinpg and becoming acquainted with our di stinpuiched states=
man, Thomas Jefferson, and I did niy plezsure to aceompany him
to Monticello, introéduce him, were invited to dine which
we pgladly accepted. Mr, Jones was quite delighted to bec me
acquainted with this preat stetesman, we went and lodred
with the venerable and hirhly respectable widow Lewis, the
widow of Col., Nicholas Lewis deceased, and the daughter of
Dr. Thomas Walker of noted memory, whose mother was aunt to
my father,

We passed through Staunton and Fincastle, the latter the
seat of justice of Bottetourt Co., Va., I was taken sick there
and detained a week with fever, I was particularly desirous
to get on to Lexington at the organization of the bank re-
ferred to, and started before I was well enough to travel,
only by very moderate stapes, Passed by Col., Hancock's
residence, whom I met, and very politely invited me to remain
until my health was restored, but I reluctantly had to de-
cline his polite invitation, and progressed on though very
feeble, We arrived at Abbington late that evening, retired
early, being much fatipued, about 10 o'clock P.M. a party
came into an adjeining room and made the most tremendous
noise, laughing and hollowing that can be imagined. I at
length called to them, Gentlemen I am a traveller, verv sick,
and much fatipued, am passing on to Kentucky on verv im-
portant business, am short of timei I beg of you to suffer
me to pet same repose that I mav be able to pursue my journey

in the morning, which I shall not be able to do if I am so
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disturbed in my rest, but my entreaties had no effect and I
had to bear it until after midnipht, We arose next morning
to depart about sunrise., An Irishman kept a store opposite
the tavern, he brought out the effigy of a female and tied
it to the railing of the foot-way, she was dressed in a hend-
some calico dress and had on a handsome straw bonnet. The
dress must have been worth $4. and the bonnet 82, He applied
fire at the lower end which soon consvmed it. I inquired
what it ment and was informed that it was a Sheeley (the wirfe
of St Patrick)

The noisy party which annoyed me so much the preceeding
night were making this Sheeley which tey placed apainst the
store door of the yrish merchant and when he opened the store
in the morning, in popped Sheeley. It was the first and
only efigy of the kind I had ever Been or heard of, In the
neighborhood where I was raised there were but few Irish;
most of the foreigners in that quarter were Scoteh,

We stopped a few days in Wyeth County, at an old bach-
elor!s, Col. Robert Sayers, a Captain of the Revolution,
for whom I had drawn a land warrant for his seventh vear's
service and purchased of him his former claim af about 3,000
acres all lying in the Virginia Military Tract in Ohio.

We passed on to Lexington via the old wilderness route,

by Bean's station in East Tennessee, crossing Clineh and
Powell 's mountains and rivers, the two Rockcastles and the
Cumberland mountains and river and by the noted place, Crab
Orchard, from which travellers returning to the Eastern States
econvened and took their departure, from one to frequently
several hundred, in a party. I have referred to my return
through the wilderness in September, 1792, from mv first

vigit to Kentueky in a canpany of 350, twentv-five vears

before.,
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The country from near Abbington to Crab Orchard is a
remarkably rough and mountainous region, the trace of horse
path in '92 had been improved to a rough wapon road some
vears thereafter. The expression at that period was when
did you leave, and when will you return to the old settle-
ments, referring to Virpinia and all the Atlantic ctates.

We reached Lexington in the ordinary course of travel-
ling. At that town I parted with Mr. Jones who went to
Louisville where he had some friends and expected to get into
business in that quarter. I had been from home from the
middle of the previous October, I pushed forward and rode
about 75 miles a day and part of the night, on mv famous
riding horse, Highlander, which I had ridden to Philadelphia
and the whole route home,

The branch of the U. S. bank at Lexington went into
operation about April first, 1817, (ol. James Morrison was
elected President and continued to be so until the expiration
of its charter, I served out my appointment as one of the
directors of the first board, but declined a re-appointment
as it was too distant to attend without great inconvenience.

From that period I turned my attention to my land
business in Ohio and yentucky which had been much neplected
during my connection with the late war, Maj. Leitch had
left his widow, now Mrs, Taylor, (mv wife) all of his land
claims, lying some in, Jefferson, Campbell, Hardin and
grayson. Much of which was not carried into grants and much
of it not divided with the locators. These lands and the
large quantity I had drawn warrants for and located in the
Va, Military Tract in Ohio, with some given me by my
venerable father, added to considerable claims I undertook to
secure on the shares, hesides some large purchases kept me

verv busy, with two assisgtants, my nephew Hubbard Tavlor and
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Mr. Samuel Winston, who both lived with me and were surveyors,
These larpe land claims have kept me busy up to almost the
present time, but from which for ten or twelve vears back
I have been relieved by my son, Col. James Taylor, who has
taken the bother off myv hands and I am proud to acknowledge
has managed them to advantage and much to mv satisfaction,
and by knowledge of my business has enabled him to realige
something handsome for himself, both in lands in Ohio and
houses and lots in Cincimnati, independent of what I have
given him in land, slaves, stock, etc,

I was very desirous to have my publie aceounts closed
and devoted much of my time to this end, I was directed by
the P.M,General to close all the payments to the regiments
of militia, The last Kentueky troops were raisead from
Harrison, Bourbon and Nicholas, this duty was performed in
1817, by my nephew Hubbard Berry who attended in the several
counties and closed the business in the course of that year
and the vouchers were forwarded to the Third Auditor'sg
Office,

In December, 18219, I went on to Washington in company
with Judge Thomas Todd, his son John H. Todd and Col. James
Morrison, we travelled on horseback the whole way, Judge
Todd held his court in Chillicothe and there we met and
proeeeded on. Col, Morrison had moved from Pit®sburg and
settled himself in LexinpgtonI think in the year 1792, He had
during the Revolution been stationed in the town of Wheeling
in Virginia, where a block house was erected and commanded
by a Captain Hughes of the U. S. (Col. Morrison at that
period 1gi-nad how VWheeling pgot its name and related the se
facts to me which I understood him he had received from the
old settlers who were known to the facts.

There were Indians living on the Monongahela side, a

Party of about twelve of them went across the Ohio, about
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the mouth of Wheeling Creek, and made war upon a party of
Indians on the Ohio side and defeated them, The defeated
party strengthened their party and pursued the Virginia
Indians and came up with them at the mouth of nbw
Wheeling creek, attacked them and kill ed evey one of them,
twelve in number, cut off their heads and stuck them on
spikes., The indian name of heads, of the body was the name
of that nation of Indians, so that Wheeling Creek is Head
Creek., I inquired of a number of people in Wheeling and its
neighborhood and not one could tell me how that creek got its
name, they understood it was by some Indian batt le, but were
ignorant ofany of the particulars.

When we got into Washington, Col., Morrison named to me
that he had a brotherinlaw boarding in the Beven Buildingse
@ Mr. Montgomery, whom he would get to help him in preparing
his accounts for settlement of his late Q.M.G, accounts,
Mr. Montgomery was a clerk in one of the offices., I con-
sented and we went to the boarding house and found the house
wes kept by a Mrs. Smoote, whom I had known, with her husband,
in better days, Indeed, she was a Miss Hipkins whom I had
known near Port Royal, before her marriape, We found her in
preat distress, her husband had died some vears before
leaving a family of ten or twelve children, the oldest a son
of seventeen or eiphteen yvears of age who had rambled off,
she had a handsame and interesting danghter of sixteen vears
of age, the others were mostly girls, the next about twelve
vears of age. ©She had a larpge house and only three boarders,
Mr. Montpgomery, and a Mr, Fillev Brown and wife, Her house-
hold goods were under execution for rent of $4,000 and another
vear's rent accruing., Col. Morrison and myself endeavored
to cheer her up, agreed to board with her and offered to ad-

vance her what funds she nesded for her house, but she would
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only take $20, from us. I told her I had a general acquaint-
ance in the city and would have her house filled in a few
deys. Col. Morrison also aided and we had her rooms filled
in two or three davs. Mrs. Smoote had received a stroke of
the palsey and was quite lame, but had to trudee with her
little daughter to the lower market near Brows and Gadsley's
Tavern for her marketing, I had my valuable body servant
Reuben Hawkine with me., I recommended him to Mrs. Smoote that
he was trusty, did our marketing when at home, to give him
such sum as she deemed necessary and for every cent she lost
I would make it pood, and he would rid her of the fatipue
in going to market. She readily complied and deelared to-me
Reuben gaved her-one third 6f what the same provisions would
have cost her and got better articles, In a few days ours
was considered one of the most apgreeable and desirable
boarding houses in the eity. Mrs. Smoote aetually pave up
her own room and went into the upper or garret part, Before
I left the city she had paid off the execution, relieved her
property and had funds in advance, Her daughter plaved well
on the piano, sang apreeably, as did Mr, Montgomery, and
at that day was no slouch at a sonp myvself, Col, Morrison
was full of anecdotes and of war stories. It had acquired
such fame that Mrs. Smoote could not accommodate half the
applications. J. H. Todd, John R. Piatt and a host of others
were boarders and Mr, Russell, late Commander at Chent
solicited me to let him partake of a part of my bedroom
for fear of losing a berth in that apreeable house, Mrs.
Smoote declared she was under lasting obligations to me, that
I had saved her from ruin, and I can truly sav I never felt
as much gatisfaction at any act in my life, than by serving
this truly and unfortunate widow, As to my servant Reuben,

the children all called him "Uncle," actually had his likeness
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taken by paper cuts and had them framed. I received a number
of messapges from this worthy woman by Judge Scott another

of her boarders, saving she should never forget mv friend-

ship to her. . Montgomery married Miss Smoote not long
after. I did not visit Washington for some vears, when I did

I foind she had moved to her mother's near Port Royal, Va.,

and I think Mr, Montgomerv and his wife moved to Alabama.













